Date of Meeting: November 3, 2021

#5
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
BUSINESS MEETING
ACTION ITEM
SUBJECT:

Response to Board Member Initiative: Inventory of
Confederate and Segregationist Symbols in Loudoun
County

ELECTION DISTRICTS:

Countywide

CRITICAL ACTION DATE: At the pleasure of the Board
STAFF CONTACTS:

Randall Farren, AICP, Planning and Zoning
Alaina Ray, AICP, Director, Planning and Zoning
Kristin Brown, Director, Mapping and Geographic Information
Valmarie Turner, Assistant County Administrator

PURPOSE: The purpose of this item is to respond to Board of Supervisors’ (Board) direction to
1) address an inventory of known Confederate and segregationist symbols located on public
property or within the public right-of-way in Loudoun County (the “inventory”), and 2) obtain cost
estimates to procure a consultant to identify additional Confederate and segregationist symbols to
be included in the inventory.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
Task #1 Renaming of Roads on Current Inventory
Staff:
1.a. Staff recommends that the Board direct the Director of the Office of Mapping and Geographic
Information (OMAGI) to initiate the renaming of Jeb Stuart Road and Fort Johnston Road, in
accordance with the process for a Director-initiated street renaming set forth under Section
1020.07(f)(3) to (f)(6) of the Codified Ordinances of Loudoun County, Virginia (Attachment 1).
1.b. Staff recommends that the Board direct staff to engage the Town of Round Hill regarding a
joint effort to rename the Hillwood Estates subdivision’s streets identified on the inventory.
1.c. Staff recommends that the Board direct staff to draft amendments to Chapter 1020 of the
Codified Ordinances, Naming of Streets (the “ordinance”) to 1) establish a new general naming
standard prohibiting Confederate and segregationist street names, and 2) authorize the Director of
OMAGI to rename any existing or reserved public streets not currently listed in the inventory that
are identified in the future as violating the new general naming standard.
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Task #2 Consultant Services for Additional Research
Staff: Staff does not recommend procuring a consultant to research other potential Confederate
and segregationist symbols at this time. County staff believes that the majority of existing public
roads and facilities definitively named for prominent Confederate and segregationist symbols have
been identified in the inventory. The Board currently has authority to direct renaming of County
roads and facilities at its discretion. The recommended ordinance amendments will further enable
staff to initiate and process the renaming of any additional streets named after Confederate and
segregationist symbols or figures that are not currently listed in the inventory but may be identified
in the future.
BACKGROUND: At the Board Business Meeting on September 15, 2020, the Board directed (72: Buffington and Kershner opposed) staff to prepare an informational inventory detailing the
symbols honoring or memorializing Confederate and segregationist figures or history in Loudoun
County and their locations, in consultation with experts in Loudoun history where deemed
necessary. The BMI identified the following categories to be included in the inventory: Countyowned and Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)-owned road or street names, buildings,
signs, logos, markers, monuments, battlefields, and other names or symbols in public spaces.1
In response to this BMI, staff prepared an item including a scope of work for the creation of the
inventory as presented at the Board Business Meeting on December 15, 2020.2 The Board
approved (7-0-2: Buffington and Kershner absent) the scope of work, which set the criteria for
roads and county facilities to be included on the inventory as those named for:
 A Confederate leader;
 The Confederate cause; or
 Individuals or movements that promoted or implemented racial segregation in Virginia during
the eras of Jim Crow (1896-1965) and Massive Resistance to desegregation (1954-1959).
At the Board Business Meeting on July 6, 2021, staff presented an inventory of road names,
roadway signage, and other public facilities that met these approved criteria.3 The inventory
presented was derived from a combination of public submissions, staff research, and consultation
with local subject matter experts including the Heritage Commission, Black History Committee,
and the Loudoun Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). The Board directed (8-0-1: Buffington absent) staff to: 1) develop a work plan, to
include a timeline, public engagement process, and cost estimates, to implement changes to the
Confederate and segregationist symbols items already identified and report back to the Board with
this information; and 2) remove the name of Kephart’s Bridge Landing and direct staff from Parks,
Recreation, and Community Services (PRCS) to submit a new name for the landing. The Board
further directed (7-1-1: Kershner opposed; Buffington absent) staff to obtain cost estimates from
1

The BMI Item from September 15, 2020, Board Business Meeting is available at this link.
The December 15, 2020, Board Business Meeting item is available at this link.
3
The July 6, 2021, Board Business Meeting item is available at this link.
2
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consultants to conduct further research on any building and street names that may not have been
included in the inventory of Confederate and segregationist symbols to bring back to the Board by
September. Staff advised they would bring two cost estimates to the Board in September: 1) a
thorough review of all sites and public roads in the County, and 2) a review of only those items
included on staff’s list of road names of unknown origin noted in the July 6, 2021, item.
PRCS has initiated the process to identify potential new names for Kephart’s Bridge Landing and
will provide a recommendation to the Board in a separate item. Therefore, this task is not addressed
further in this action item.
ISSUES:
Street Renaming for the July 6, 2021, Inventory of Road Names
Eleven individual road names were included in the inventory presented to the Board on July 6,
2021.4 A separate renaming process for two of the roads, Harry Bird Highway (Route 7) and
John Mosby Highway (Route 50), is currently underway as directed by the Board at the May 18,
2021, Board Business Meeting.
There are separate and distinct considerations in renaming the remaining roads identified on the
inventory. In developing recommendations to address road names, staff primarily considered two
factors: 1) the County’s addressing and street naming jurisdiction and 2) public safety concerns
that may arise due to road name changes between segments of the same road.
Staff has identified Jeb Stuart Road and Fort Johnston Road as appropriate for renaming, as
discussed in more detail below. The Board has the authority to initiate a street renaming at its
discretion. The anticipated renaming of Routes 7 and 50 (and any secondary renaming necessitated
by that initiative) will also require significant staff support and necessitate coordination with street
renaming efforts pursuant to this item. As such, staff further advises that renaming of streets occur
on a rolling basis due to staffing constraints.
Confederate Court, located southeast of the village of Lucketts, is a planned but not yet
constructed road intended to serve 13 vacant lots under common ownership. The owner has already
initiated the process of renaming the road under the ordinance, which provides for public-initiated
renaming. Staff advises that no further action is needed for this road at this time.
Fort Johnston Road is located west of Leesburg, on the north side of the Route 7 Bypass (see
Figure 1). The road has two addressed parcels and five vacant parcels with four individual property
owners. The Board discussed the removal of Fort Johnston Road from the inventory at the July 6,
2021, Board Business Meeting. Staff has since confirmed that the road leads to the Civil War fort
contemporaneously named for Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston and, therefore,
recommends that it be retained in the inventory. A portion of Fort Johnston Road is private.
Pursuant to Board direction at the December 15, 2020, Business Meeting, private facilities are not
4

The July 6, 2021, Board Business Meeting item is available at this link.
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included in the inventory; however, the Board has authority to rename both public and private
streets at its discretion.
The Board previously considered the issue of renaming a segment of Fort Johnston Road on
December 2, 2015, related to discussion of the widening of Route 7 and other improvements.5 At
that time, OMAGI and Fire and Rescue staff supported renaming the public segment of Fort
Johnston Road between Alysheba Drive and Leeland Orchard Road (which at the time extended
both north and south of the Fort Johnston Road dogleg) to Leeland Orchard Road. The Board
elected to rename only a portion of this segment to Leeland Orchard Road, resulting in the current
configuration depicted on Figure 1. Fire and Rescue staff continues to support renaming the
segment of Fort Johnston Road between Alysheba Drive and Leeland Orchard Road to Leeland
Orchard Road. Such renaming would effectively extend the name Leeland Orchard Road from its
current northern terminus to Alysheba Drive and correct an existing mid-segment street name
change (see Figure 2).
Figure 1. Fort Johnston Road - Existing Alignment

5

The December 2, 2015, Board Business Meeting item is available at this link.
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Figure 2. Fort Johnston Road – Staff Recommended Naming

As noted above, the inventory criteria only included public streets under the work plan approved
at the December 15, 2020, Board Business Meeting, and staff therefore did not specifically
research the names of privately maintained streets. Nonetheless, staff identified the private
segment of Fort Johnston Road due to its connection to an existing public street of the same name.
Taking into consideration the Board’s authority to initiate renaming of both public and private
streets, staff recommends renaming all of Fort Johnston Road, including its private segment, to
address an identified Confederate symbol in its entirety (see Figure 2).
Jeb Stuart Road is located in the Philomont area and has 57 addressed structures on 50 parcels,
with an additional eight vacant parcels that have the potential to be addressed from the road (Figure
3). According to a July 20, 2003, Washington Post article written by Eugene Scheel, Jeb Stuart
Road was once colloquially known as “Milton Lee’s Road” after an African American man who
lived near and maintained the ford where the road crosses a branch of Beaverdam Creek. Historical
maps indicate that the road was also once known as Lake Lane. According to Scheel, local
residents renamed the road after Major General J.E.B. “Jeb” Stuart in 1962 to commemorate the
centennial of a Civil War skirmish in the area involving Stuart. Staff recommends that the Board
initiate renaming the entirety of Jeb Stuart Road.
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Figure 3. Jeb Stuart Road

Hillwood Estates
Early Avenue, Hampton Road, Jackson Avenue, Lee Drive, Longstreet Avenue, and Pickett
Road are all located in the Hillwood Estates subdivision (Figure 4). Two of the roads, Hampton
Road and Longstreet Avenue, are partially located within the Town of Round Hill’s boundaries.
The County does not have legal authority to rename a street within an incorporated town.
Renaming only the segments located within the County would result in road name changes
between segments of the same road, which staff does not recommend due to public safety
concerns.6 The remaining four roads—Early Avenue, Jackson Avenue, Lee Drive, and Pickett
Road—are located partially or wholly within the Round Hill JLMA. A longstanding arrangement
between the County and the Town of Round Hill gives the Town of Round Hill addressing (house
numbering) authority within this area of the JLMA (see Attachment 2, Addressing Agreement
Map). Issues may arise if the County renames any of these roads because a County-directed street
renaming is supposed to trigger new five-digit numeric addresses for the affected properties; most
addresses within the Round Hill JLMA currently have one- or two-digit house numbers. It is
unclear how the longstanding arrangement between the County and Town would affect this
renumbering process.

6

Section 1020.07 (f)(2) of the Codified Ordinances specifies criteria for the Director’s selection of rights of
way to be renamed, including “Effects of the renaming on continuity of street names between the County and
incorporated Towns.”
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Considering these jurisdictional and addressing issues, staff recommends pursuing renaming
streets within the Hillwood Estates subdivision through a separate initiative in coordination with
the Town of Round Hill and the affected property owners. Such an initiative would help ensure
consistent naming between jurisdictions, resolve any public safety issues, and minimize adverse
impacts to affected property owners.
Figure 4. Hillwood Estates Subdivision Streets Identified on the Inventory

Street Naming Process
The ordinance establishes the process for naming and renaming public and private county roads.7
The Board previously voted to amend the ordinance to better define a public notice process for the
naming and renaming of streets at the September 14, 2016, Board Public Hearing. The Board also
amended the ordinance to authorize the Director of OMAGI to respond to citizen requests for street
renaming or to initiate a renaming if an existing street name or the lack of one would adversely
affect public safety (Attachment 1). The ordinance provides for a public engagement process that

7

In the late 1980s, the Board directed staff to establish and maintain a list of official street names. Previously,
a road may have had one or more informal names or been referred to solely by its route number. Some State-maintained
roads were named by the Commonwealth of Virginia. Assigning each road an official name was the first step in the
Rural Readdressing Program, an effort to identify and address structures for public safety response purposes. The
Board directed the formation of the Citizens Committee on Rural Street Names to inform name selection. The
approved names were published in 1991 on the County’s first official street name map. A year later, the County
adopted the Naming of Streets (Chapter 1020) and Addressing of Premises (Chapter 1026) ordinances.
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ultimately results in a ballot vote by owners of affected property.8 However, when there is already
a logical name for a road (e.g., an adjacent road segment has a different name) the Director of
OMAGI may decide the new name without a ballot vote.
Currently, the ordinance does not provide a process for County staff to initiate street renaming
based on concerns other than public safety. Staff has identified the following approach to prevent
the naming of any new streets after Confederate or segregationist figures or symbols and to rename
any existing streets that may be identified in the future as Confederate or segregationist symbols:
1. Establish a new subsection under Section 1020.05, General Naming Standards, to prohibit new
Confederate and segregationist street names based on the Board’s adopted criteria.9
2. Amend Section 1020.07, Street Naming and Renaming Process, to authorize the Director of
OMAGI to initiate a renaming of existing or reserved street names that violate the new General
Naming Standard provided such renaming otherwise complies with the ordinance.
This process would prevent the use of Confederate or segregationist names in the naming or
renaming of roads moving forward and delegate proper authority to the Director of OMAGI to
initiate the renaming of such streets. The renaming process would then follow the existing process
for a street renaming set forth under Section 1020.07 of the ordinance. In future instances where a
street name is identified as potentially violating the naming standard but staff is unable to
determine its origin or association, or in cases where a renaming would not otherwise comply with
the ordinance, staff would seek further Board direction on renaming.
Consultant Services
The Board directed staff to obtain cost estimates for consultant services to conduct additional
research on street and public facility names identified by staff as potentially being related to
Confederate leaders and segregationist figures. Staff has determined approximate costs and levels
of effort for two separate levels of research:
Review of Names of Unknown Origin: While developing the inventory provided to the Board at
the July 6, 2021, Business Meeting, staff noted seven road names that may be appropriate to add
to the inventory but were not included as there was insufficient evidence to determine the origin,
intent, or association of the road name. Staff advises that it may be difficult, even with additional
research, to fully identify the provenance of each road name listed below:
1. E Lee Road, S Lee Road and Lee Court – Sterling Park community

8

The ordinance defines “affected property” as “property that is addressed from or is vacant and has the
potential to be addressed from the right of way, or portion(s) thereof, in question.”
9
The December 15, 2020, Board Business Meeting item establishing these criteria is available at this link.
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2. Long Lane – public road outside of Lovettsville (partially private) possibly named for
Brigadier General Armistead Lindsay Long, military secretary to Robert E. Lee when Lee took
command of Army of Northern Virginia.
3. Neer Lane – public road in Neersville (Hillsboro area). This name was submitted by a member
of the public. Staff could not identify a known association with Confederate or segregationist
figures.
4. Carson Court – public road in Ashburn possibly named for James Harvey Carson, Brigadier
General in Virginia militia who spent time in Loudoun County.
5. Chambliss Court – public road in Sterling possibly named for John R. Chambliss, Brigadier
General once active in Loudoun.
Further research into both the names of the roads and the dates and historic context surrounding
the actual road naming would entail analysis of primary and secondary resource documents and
the creation of summary findings to help guide future renaming discussions.
Estimated cost to research names of unknown origin: $35,000
Estimated time to complete research and prepare findings: four months from project initiation.
Review of All Public Road Names and County Facilities: To create the inventory presented to the
Board at the July 6, 2021, meeting, staff conducted a preliminary review of all public road names
and public facilities in the County. Staff focused on well-known, high-ranking Confederate leaders
and high-profile individuals of influence who promoted segregationist ideas and called for
resistance to desegregation. Staff sought additional input through a public crowdsourcing effort
and outreach to subject matter experts.
Due to the limited scope and time and resource constraints, it is possible that the resultant inventory
does not represent all the public facilities that meet the Board’s adopted criteria. There are
approximately 7,500 public and private named roads within the unincorporated portions of
Loudoun County and over 200 County-owned properties. In addition, there are 4,500 public and
private road names reserved for future use. A significant percentage of road and facility names—
and specifically those most likely to meet the Board’s criteria for inclusion on the inventory—are
proper names, place names, and names associated with specific events or eras. Names not
associated with proper names, place names, or specific events (e.g., natural features) would likely
be excluded. Research into street and facility names, as well as the historic context related to the
use of the name, will require a considerable level of effort and a unique approach to accessing,
organizing, populating, and analyzing the data. This exercise would produce summary findings
that would add substantial data and context to the inventory and help inform future Board decisions
addressing items in the inventory. While staff has obtained general cost estimates for the project,
the magnitude and unique nature of the project warrants the development of a detailed research
design plan for the Board’s consideration.
Estimated cost of detailed research design plan for Board consideration: $10,000
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Estimated time to complete detailed research design plan: three months
Estimated cost of comprehensive countywide review: $350,0000
Estimated time to complete research: 18 months from project initiation.
FISCAL IMPACT:
Street Renaming for the July 6, 2021, Inventory of Road Names
Should the Board direct staff to pursue renaming items identified in the inventory, the fiscal impact
will depend on which alternatives the Board elects to pursue and the preferred course of action for
each alternative. OMAGI staff has existing capacity and resources to process renaming Jeb Stuart
Road and/or Fort Johnston Road.10 The sign replacement costs for these two roads are estimated
at $4,200 and $1,200, respectively, and can be absorbed in the FY 2022 Adopted Budget.
Staff notes that, per Board direction associated with renaming Route 7 and Route 50, staff is
exploring a potential grant program to assist business owners impacted by the Route 7 and Route
50 name changes. The Board may choose to expand the potential grant program related to
renaming primary highways Route 7 and Route 50 to include those businesses affected by the road
name changes discussed in this item.
Street Naming Authority
Staff has existing capacity to draft an amendment to the ordinance to help address existing and
future road names associated with Confederate or segregationist symbols.
Consultant Services
Estimated consultant costs vary depending on the Board’s preferred scope of work. The minor task
of researching the seven identified road names of unknown origin is estimated at $35,000. Funds
for this purpose could be absorbed in the FY 2022 Adopted Budget. The Board may also initiate
renaming of these seven roads without undertaking additional research. While renaming a street is
time intensive, OMAGI staff has the existing capacity and resources to initiate the process of
renaming additional roads on a rolling basis.
The larger countywide research task is estimated to cost approximately $350,000. Due to the large
scope of the project, an exact cost estimate requires a detailed research design plan and scope. For
the research design phase, staff estimates a cost of approximately $10,000, which can be absorbed
in the FY 2022 Adopted Budget. However, funds for the countywide review and research task
itself are not currently available and would have to be identified or programmed into a future
budget. Staff notes that if the Board elects to move ahead with this task, the smaller task of
researching the seven road names of unknown origin would be redundant.

10

As noted above, staff has limited capacity to manage multiple street renaming processes simultaneously.
Renaming streets pursuant to this item and the Route 7/Route 50 effort would be initiated on a rolling basis.
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As noted above, staff believes that the majority of roads and public facilities named after
recognizable Confederate and segregationist symbols are already identified on the inventory and,
therefore, staff does not recommend enlisting additional consultant support at this time. However,
should the Board elect to pursue additional research tasks, the question of funding any of the
initiatives above may be directed to the FY 2021 Fund Balance discussion.
ALTERNATIVES: The following alternatives have been identified for the Board’s consideration:
Renaming Streets Identified on the Inventory (excluding Hillwood Estates)
1. Direct staff to initiate the renaming of Jeb Stuart Road and Fort Johnston Road; or
2. Direct staff to initiate renaming of all streets identified as potential Confederate or
segregationist symbols, including the seven road names of unknown origin; or
3. Defer action on street renaming (excluding Routes 7 and 50) until: a) a consultant has
completed research into the seven road names of unknown origin; or b) a comprehensive
review and evaluation of names and facilities is completed by a consultant and presented to
the Board; or
4. Take no action.
Hillwood Estates Streets
1. Direct staff to engage with the Town of Round Hill regarding a coordinated effort to rename
the Hillwood Estates subdivision’s streets identified in the inventory; or
2. Take no action.
Street Naming Authority
1. Direct staff to draft amendments to the ordinance creating a new General Naming Standard
that prohibits Confederate and segregationist street names and authorizing the Director of
OMAGI to initiate renaming of existing or reserved streets named for a Confederate or
segregationist symbol or person; or
2. Take no action.
Consultant Services
1. Direct staff to seek a consultant to research the seven road names noted in staff’s previous
research but not added to the inventory presented to the Board at the July 6, 2021, meeting
because the origin of the names could not be determined; or
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2. Direct staff to seek a consultant to complete a detailed research design plan for a
comprehensive review of all county road and facility names and return to a future Board
Business Meeting with a project plan and scope of work for the Board’s consideration; or
3. Take no action.
DRAFT MOTIONS:
Motion 1: Renaming Streets Identified on the Inventory (excluding Hillwood Estates)
1. I move that the Board of Supervisors direct the Director of the Office of Mapping and
Geographic Information to initiate the renaming of Jeb Stuart Road and Fort Johnston Road
based on their association with Confederate symbols, in accordance with the processes for a
Director-initiated street renaming set forth under Section 1020.07(f)(3) to (f)(6) of the Codified
Ordinances of Loudoun County, Virginia.
OR
2. I move an alternate motion.
Motion 2: Hillwood Estates Streets
1. I move that the Board of Supervisors direct staff to engage the Town of Round Hill regarding
a coordinated effort to rename the Hillwood Estates subdivision’s streets identified in the
Confederate and segregationist symbols inventory.
OR
2. I move an alternate motion.
Motion 3: Street Naming Authority
1. I move that the Board of Supervisors direct staff to draft amendments to Chapter 1020 of the
Codified Ordinances of Loudoun County, Virginia, to: 1) establish a new subsection under
Section 1020.05, General Naming Standards, to cover Confederate and segregationist names
based on the criteria adopted by the Board at the Board Business Meeting on December 15,
2020; and 2) establish new authority under Section 1020.07 for the Director of the Office of
Mapping and Geographic Information to initiate the renaming of existing or reserved street
names that are in violation of the new General Naming Standard in regard to prohibited
Confederate and segregationist street names.
I further move that the Board of Supervisors direct staff to bring such amendments forward to
a future duly noticed public hearing for Board consideration and action.
OR
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2. I move an alternate motion.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Section 1020.07 of the Codified Ordinances – Street Naming and Renaming Process
2. Addressing Agreement Map

1020.07 STREET NAMING AND RENAMING PROCESS.
(a) Participation in Public Initiated Street Naming and Renaming.
(1) The process of selecting a street name for a public right of way shall be limited
to the owners of property that is addressed from, or is vacant and has the potential to be
addressed from, the right of way in question
(2) The process of selecting a street name for a private right of way shall be limited
to the owners of property that has legal access to use and is addressed from, or is
vacant and has the potential to be addressed from, the right of way in question.
(3) The owner of the property and/or addressable structures served by a singleowner access driveway shall be the sole participant in the process of selecting a street
name for such single-owner access driveway.
(4) Nonowner residents (renters or tenants) shall not participate in the street
naming and renaming process.
(b) Procedures for Public Initiated Street Naming or Renaming.
(1) Requests for street naming or renaming by individuals shall be by written
petition submitted to the Department. The petition shall include the proposed street
name and conform to the following process and submission requirements:
A. For public rights of way, each property that is addressed from, or is vacant but
has the potential to be addressed from, the right of way in question, and all owners of
such property excluding the lien holder(s) of a deed of trust shall be listed on the
petition.
B. For private rights of way, each property that has legal access to use and is
addressed from, or is vacant but has the potential to be addressed from, the right of way
in question and all owners of such property excluding the lien holder(s) of a deed of
trust shall be listed on the petition.
C. For single-owner private access driveways, each property and/or addressable
structure served by such single-owner private access driveway and all owners of such
property excluding the lien holder(s) of a deed of trust shall be listed on the petition.
D. One listed owner per identified property shall certify that they approve of the
change being requested and their signature shall be required on the petition.
(2) Department staff shall review the proposed street name for conformance with
the applicable sections of this chapter and these Codified Ordinances. If the proposed
street name is not in conformance, Department staff shall assist the requestor(s) with
generating an approvable street name.
(3) All such public initiated requests to name or rename a public or private right of
way, or single-owner private access driveway, made in accordance with this section
shall be subject to the approval of the Director.
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A. The Director shall provide at least one (1) owner of each property listed on the
petition with written notice of the new street name and its effective date.
(c) Street Name Reservation Process.
(1) The applicant shall submit, in writing, a list of desired street names to the
Department and shall request street name reservations.
(2) Department staff shall review the list of desired street names for conformance
with the applicable sections of this chapter and these Codified Ordinances, and notify
the applicant, in writing, of the approved street names and the expiration date of the
reservation.
(3) Street names shall be reserved for a period not greater than three years. The
Director may extend such street name reservations beyond the three-year time limit
upon the request of the applicant for a maximum of two one-year extensions.
(4) In the event that a street name reservation request is submitted in conjunction
with a preliminary subdivision application or site plan application, and such preliminary
subdivision application or site plan application is approved, the accepted street name
shall be reserved for the life of the preliminary subdivision application or site plan
application. If a preliminary subdivision application or site plan application is not
approved before the street name reservation expires, the applicant shall be notified, in
writing, by the Department of the impending expiration. At that time the applicant may
request to have the street name reservation extended.
(d) Street Naming in the Land Subdivision and Development Review Process.
(1) All proposed public and private rights of way in a development project shall be
named during the land development application review process.
(2) Developers or their agents may contact the Department prior to the submission
of plans to check the viability of proposed street names.
(3) The Department shall work to permit the developer to use street names
requested, provided that such street names are in conformance with the applicable
sections of this chapter and these Codified Ordinances.
(4) Proposed street names shall appear on all preliminary subdivision plats,
subdivision plats, and site plans.
(5) Street names proposed through the land subdivision and development process
shall be reviewed and approved or denied during Department of Building and
Development staff referral, including street-type designations.
(6) Street names shown on an approved record plat and/or site plan shall be
reserved only for the period that the plat and/or plan remains valid. Upon receipt of
notification by a developer that the plat and/or plan no longer remains valid, the
reserved street names shall be made available by the Department.
(7) Subdivision plats and/or plans shall not be approved and released for
recordation, nor building permits issued, until approved street names and street-type

designations are shown correctly upon such plats or plans. (Ord. 92-01. Passed 1-2192.)
(8) All the discretion of the Director, a street name exhibit showing the street layout
and associated street names for an entire development, may be required to accompany
a preliminary subdivision plat, subdivision plat, or site plan application.
(e) Changing Street Names After Construction. Requests from the public to change
the street names of a public or private right of way shall not be accepted or approved
after construction of, or issuance of addresses for, the right of way in question,
whichever comes first, except as provided in Section 1020.05 (h) or 1020.07 (a) and (b).
(f) Director Initiated Street Naming and Renaming.
(1) The Director shall have the authority and discretion to initiate the process to
select a street name for any previously unnamed public or private right of way or singleowner private access driveway if the lack of a street name has caused or would create
an adverse impact to public safety.
(2) The Director shall have the authority and discretion to initiate the process of
renaming a right of way or single-owner private access driveway, or portion(s) thereof, if
the street name has caused or would create an adverse impact to public safety and/or if
a right of way construction project, including but not limited to, right of way extensions,
intersection realignments, right of way relocations, and right of way vacations and
abandonments, causes the street name of a right of way or single-owner private access
driveway, or portion(s) thereof, to no longer be in conformance with the general naming
standards and the street-type abbreviations, designations, and definitions of this
chapter. For the purpose of the administration of this section, general naming standards
that apply to proposed street names shall also apply to existing street names.
A. The Director’s selection of the right of way or single-owner private access
driveway, or portion(s) thereof, to be renamed may be based on but shall not be limited
to the following criteria:
(i) The number of properties currently addressed from the right of way or
single-owner private access driveway, or portion(s) thereof.
(ii) The cost to the County to rename the right of way or single- owner private
access driveway, or portion(s) thereof.
(iii) Whether polling places are addressed from the right of way or single-owner
private access driveway, or portion(s) thereof.
(iv) Effects of the renaming on continuity of street names between the County
and incorporated Towns.
(v) Effects of the reaming on the conformance of the street name of the right of
way or single-owner private access driveway, or portion(s) thereof, with the continuity
standards of Section 1020.05(e).
(vi) Public safety.

(3) Property that is considered to be affected by the process of selecting a new
street name for the right of way or single-owner private access driveway, or portion(s)
thereof, to be renamed shall be limited as follows:
A. For a public right of way, only property that is addressed from, or is vacant
and has the potential to be addressed from, the right of way, or portion(s) thereof, in
question shall be considered affected property.
B. For a private right of way, only property that has legal access to use and is
addressed from, or is vacant and has the potential to be addressed from, the right of
way, or portion(s) thereof, in question shall be considered affected property.
C. For single-owner private access driveways, only property served by the
single-owner private access driveway in question shall be considered affected property.
(4) The Director shall have the sole discretion to select proposed street names for
the right of way or single-owner private access driveway, or portion(s) thereof, to be
named or renamed.
A. The Director shall select only one (1) proposed street name for the right of
way or single-owner private access driveway, or portion(s) thereof, to be named or
renamed, if, in the Director’s sole discretion, the use of any other street name would
create an adverse impact to public safety. If only one (1) street name is selected by the
Director, the Director shall provide at least one (1) owner of each affected property with
written notice of the proposed naming or renaming. Such notice shall provide said
affected property owners with a minimum thirty (30) day comment period and specify
the date by which written objections in regard to the proposed naming or renaming shall
be submitted to the Department. Such notice shall also provide said affected property
owners with a description of the basis for the proposed naming or renaming, the
process for such naming or renaming, and the process for submitting written objections
to the Department. Written objections shall, at a minimum, describe the basis for the
objection. Written objections postmarked after the specified date shall not be accepted.
If no written objections postmarked before or on the specified date are received, the
Director shall approve the proposed naming or renaming, and shall provide at least one
(1) owner of each affected property with written notice of the new street name and its
effective date. If any written objections postmarked before or on the specified date are
received, the Director shall forward the proposed naming or renaming, and copies of all
accepted written objections, to the Board of Supervisors for action.
B. If, in the Director’s sole discretion, the use of other street names for the right
of way or single-owner private access driveway, or portion(s) thereof, to be named or
renamed, would not cause an adverse impact to public safety, the Director shall request
a list of proposed street names from the affected property owners. Department staff
shall review the list of proposed street names for conformance with the applicable
sections of this chapter and these Codified Ordinances. If a proposed street name is not
in conformance, Department staff shall assist the property owner(s) with generating an
approvable street name. Once said list contains only approvable street names, the
Director shall compile the street names on a ballot for voting, and provide one (1) copy
of such ballot to at least one (1) owner of each affected property. Each affected property

shall be provided one (1) vote, regardless of the property’s actual number of owners.
The Director shall provide said affected property owners with a minimum thirty (30) day
period to return the ballot, and the ballot shall specify the date by which the ballot shall
be returned to the Department. Ballots postmarked after the specified date shall not be
accepted.
(i) Nonowner residents (renters or tenants) of an affected property shall not
participate in the voting process.
(ii) The street name with the majority of votes from the accepted ballots shall
be approved by the Director. In the event that there is no participation from the affected
property owners, the Director shall select and approve a street name for the right of way
or single-owner private access driveway, or portion(s) thereof, in question. The Director
shall provide at least one (1) owner of each affected property with written notice of the
new street name and its effective date.
(iii) In the event that none of the proposed street names receives a majority of
votes from the accepted ballots, the Director shall forward the proposed naming or
renaming to the Board of Supervisors for action.
(5) Each action of the Board of Supervisors in regard to a street naming or
renaming pursuant to this section shall contain specific findings in regard to the stated
purpose and intent of this chapter as follows:
A. Whether the proposed naming or renaming would facilitate the provision of
adequate public safety services.
B. Whether the proposed naming or renaming would relieve conditions causing
difficulty in locating properties and buildings for Loudoun County Departments, the
general public, and others.
C. Whether the proposed naming or renaming would further the provision of a
uniform system of street naming for all properties throughout Loudoun County.
(6) If the action of the Board of Supervisors approved a proposed naming or
renaming, the effective date of the new street name shall be thirty (30) days from the
date of the Board of Supervisors’ action, unless a different date is directed by the Board.
A. Within five (5) business days of the adoption of such an action, the
Department shall provide at least one (1) owner of each affected property with written
notice of the new street name and its effective date.
(Ord. 94-09. Passed 4-20-94; Ord. 16-11. Passed 9-14-16.)
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