
 

 

Date of Meeting: September 15, 2020 

 

# 13 
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BUSINESS MEETING 

BOARD MEMBER INITIATIVE 

 

SUBJECT:   Consideration of a Disposable Plastic Bag Tax 

 

ELECTION DISTRICT:  Countywide 

 

CRITICAL ACTION DATE:  At the pleasure of the Board 

 

STAFF CONTACT: Omar Masood, Chief Legislative Aide to Vice Chairman 

Saines 

 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this item is to seek approval from the Board of Supervisors (Board) 

to direct staff to develop and present an information item to consider the creation of a Disposable 

Plastic Bag Tax for the Finance, Government Operations, and Economic Development Committee 

as part of the FY 2022 budget development process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Vice Chairman Saines recommends that the Board direct staff to 

develop and present an information item to consider the creation of a Disposable Plastic Bag Tax 

for the Finance, Government Operations, and Economic Development Committee as part of the 

FY 2022 budget development process.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND:  This spring, the Virginia General Assembly passed Senate Bill 11, which 

Governor Northam signed into law, authorizing localities to institute a five-cent tax on disposable 

plastic bags. The bill allows every retailer that collects the tax to retain a portion of the five-cent 

tax.  

 

A July staff report1 estimated the revenue from this tax to the County would be, net of proceeds 

kept by retailers or distributed to towns, $430,000 initially when retailers keep 40% of the revenue 

(through January 1, 2023) and $570,000 when the retailer share declines to 20%. This is substantial 

revenue that could be used for the worthy uses specified in S.B. 11.2 

 

With approximately 100 million plastic bags consumed in the United States alone each year, and 

the associated environmental harms, curbing plastic bag consumption is an increasing priority 

                                                           
1 https://lfportal.loudoun.gov/LFPortalInternet/0/edoc/426765/Item%2003%20Legislative%20Report-

%20Additional%20Local%20Authority.pdf. 
2 Under the law, revenues must be dedicated to environmental cleanup, providing education programs designed to 

reduce environmental waste, mitigating pollution and litter, or providing reusable bags to recipients of Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) benefits. 
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nationally and globally. Many jurisdictions, both in the United States and globally, have instituted 

policies to reduce plastic bag usage. Data shows these initiatives have substantially decreased rates 

of plastic bag usage. Now that the General Assembly has passed enabling legislation, Loudoun 

County should take advantage of that authority to do its part to reduce plastic bag consumption.  

 

Staff should include in the information item review and analysis of all applicable issues, including 

but not limited to, consideration of a provision that would allow for temporary suspension of the 

levy if warranted under emergency conditions and the outreach requisite to ensure sufficient 

compliance. 

 

ISSUES:   There are no issues known at this time. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  There is no fiscal impact associated with this action. Staff can prepare the 

requested information item with existing resources.    
 

DRAFT MOTIONS: 

 

1. I move that the Board of Supervisors direct staff to develop and present an information item to 

consider the creation of a Disposable Plastic Bag Tax for the Finance, Government Operations, 

and Economic Development Committee as part of the FY 2022 budget development process. 

 

OR 

 

2. I move an alternate motion.  
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