
Loudoun Lyme Disease Commission Meeting 
Loudoun County Government Building 

Leesburg, VA 
 

September 6, 2013 
 
In Attendance: Nancy Bakatsias, John Farrell, David Goodfriend, Carol Hodgson, Lee Phillips, Samuel 
Shor, Lisa Strucko, Janel Vanek and Carolyn Walsh 
Absent: Lisa Resnick and Sheryl Rivett 
Recorder: David Goodfriend 
 
There were eight handouts for this meeting: 

1. Draft Agenda (emailed previously) 
2. Addendum to the Agenda for September 6, 2013 
3. Draft May 17, 2013 Commission Minutes (emailed previously) 
4. Draft Staff IPM Report with Editorial Comments 
5. Spring 2013 Tick Surveillance 
6. Duration of Attachment – Review of the Literature 
7. CDC Study Finds Pesticide Ineffective at Stopping the Spread of Lyme Disease 
8. TickNet Lyme and Other Tickborne Disease Prevention Study 

 
Welcome and Introductions: Samuel Shor welcomed members to the ninth meeting of the Lyme 
Disease Commission.  
 
Additions or Changes to Agenda: None 
 
Administrative Matters 

1. The May 17, 2013 minutes were approved 6-0-3 (David Goodfriend and Carol Hodgson do not 
have voting privileges; John Farrell, Lisa Resnick and Sheryl Rivett not present for vote). 

2. The next meeting date was set for Friday November 22, 2013 at 1:45 PM (7-0-2, Lisa Resnick 
and Sheryl Rivett not present for this and subsequent votes). 

 
Public Comment: No members of the public chose to comment. 
 
Status of Outstanding Action Items Presented to the Commission for Approval:  

1. Have the Health Department compile the information from Clarke’s work into IPM 
recommendations. This was discussed under New Business. 

2. Recommend that Loudoun County Department of Parks, Recreation & Community Services 
(PRCS) post signs apprising the public about ticks at all county parks including digital bar code 
technology, using Ida Lee Park as an example. David Goodfriend stated that PRCS is continuing 
to study which parks would most benefit from signage. 

3. Have staff determine the cost of assessing collected lone star ticks for the presence of Borrelia 
burgdorferi and/or coinfections and authorizing the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) work 
group to review available information on Borrelia transmission and provide tick testing 
recommendations on behalf of the Commission to the Board of Supervisors.  This was discussed 
under the IPM Work Group update. 

4. Endorse the use of permethrin impregnated tubes to control ticks on rodents, to add such 
information to the Lyme Commission’s web page, and encourage Board of Supervisors 
endorsement of providing this information on other county websites and venues.  This was 



deferred pending further information from the Virginia Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries (DGIF). 

 
Old Business 

Work Group Updates –  
1. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Work Group - According to Lisa Strucko, in May 

Clarke conducted 66 tick drags for a total of $9,900 and 31 PCR tests on ticks for a total 
of $930.  The IPM work group will review the draft staff IPM report and will also 
discuss potential recommendations for testing existing blacklegged ticks for other 
infections, testing existing non-blacklegged ticks for Borrelia burgdorferi, and 
conducting future tick collections.  
 

2. Survey Work Group – Nancy Bakatsias shared that the work group is currently reviewing 
the Lyme Disease Community Awareness Survey results and will share the results 
obtained to date.  It is expected that the survey review will be completed by the 
Commission’s November 2013 meeting. 

 
3. Educational Materials Work Group – Janel Vanek stated that the Educational Materials 

work group met its three deliverables from last year: creating a one page fact sheet, 
creating a common pathway for information distribution, and conducting a spring 2013 
educational campaign.  The work group will be reviewing the Lyme Disease Awareness 
Survey results to direct future education efforts.  Their next meeting is scheduled for 
September 11, 2013 at 5:00 pm. 

 
4. Web Page Creation Work Group – Sheryl Rivett and David Goodfriend met with Nancy 

McCormick from the Loudoun County Office of Public Affairs and Communication to 
discuss options for expanding the type of information provided online by the Lyme 
Disease Commission, including the possibility of a website independent of the Loudoun 
County government server. 

 
The Commission approved a motion (7-0-2) to pursue a proposal to the Board of 
Supervisors, including a budget, for an independent website.  

The Commission approved a motion (7-0-2) to have the Chair of each work group develop 
funding recommendations for the current fiscal year, to have the work group Chairs send 
their recommendations to the Commission Chair by September 16, 2013, and to authorize the 
Commission Chair to formulate Lyme Commission funding recommendations to the Board 
of Supervisors for the current year. 

 
Report from the Loudoun Health Council – Carol Hodgson shared that there were no updates 
from the Health Council.   
 

Guest Speaker – DGIF representatives Kevin Rose and Megan Kirchgessner spoke about the potential 
to include permethrin impregnated tick tubes as part of Loudoun County’s IPM plan.  According 
to the speakers, a challenge with the use of marketed tick tube products is the need for them to be 
registered for use with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(VDACS).  An additional challenge of purchased or homemade tick tubes is that biologics may 
not be applied to wildlife in Virginia without a permit.  The speakers did mention the potential 



for citizens to obtain restricted use permits that would allow for tick tube use as part of a 
managed program. 

 
The Commission approved a motion (7-0-2) to have the IPM work group follow up with DGIF to 
explore various options for the use of tick tubes and to present back to the Commission at a 
future date. 

 
New Business 

1. Relating to the wording of the staff IPM document in relation to requisite tick attachment 
time for transmission of Lyme disease, the Commission approved a motion (7-0-2) to 
postpone until the Commission’s November 2013 meeting consideration of the following 
motions: 

a. “As it is the commission’s opinion that public statements made by the Loudoun 
County Health Department on the topic of Lyme disease will be perceived by the 
public as being endorsed by the Lyme commission, it is the Lyme Commission’s 
recommendation that if content included in said statements is not in keeping with that 
endorsement, than the Lyme Commission would request that the Loudoun County 
Health Department either 

i. Strike that language 
ii. Or somehow communicate that particular content is not endorsed by the 

Loudoun County Lyme commission.” 
b. “In the case of tick attachment language in the July 2, 2013 draft Health Department 

IPM report, we recommend that the Loudoun County Health Department either strike 
language regarding tick attachment requirements, or somehow note that the Loudoun 
County Lyme Commission does not endorse inclusion of the statement: 

“…the tick must be attached for at least 36 hours before the Lyme disease 
bacterium can be transmitted….” 

By doing so, this may communicate to the public misleading information regarding 
the importance of timely medical follow up in cases of deer tick attachment of less 
than 36 hours”  
 

2. Update on Recent CDC Incidence Report – David Goodfriend provided information on the 
recent study by the CDC that estimated the annual incidence of Lyme disease in the United 
States to be 300,000. 
 

3. Consideration for guest speakers for future events-a representative of the research relating to 
“VMI engineers develop robot tick killer” described in the article: 
http://www.sfgate.com/news/science/article/VMI-engineers-develop-robot-tick-killer-
4664528.php.  Discussion of this item was postponed to a future Commission meeting 

 
Open Items - None 
 
Commission Recommendations to the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors 
The Commission will provide recommendations to the Board of Supervise on funding for activities in 
the current fiscal year.  
 
Summary of Action Items 
In summary, the Commission approved the following actions: 

1. Approving the May 17, 2013 minutes (6-0-3) 

http://www.sfgate.com/news/science/article/VMI-engineers-develop-robot-tick-killer-4664528.php
http://www.sfgate.com/news/science/article/VMI-engineers-develop-robot-tick-killer-4664528.php


2. Approving the next meeting date of November 22, 2013 at 1:45 PM (7-0-2) 
3. Pursuing a proposal to the Board of Supervisors, including a budget, for an independent website 

(7-0-2) 
4. Having the Chair of each work group develop funding recommendations for the current fiscal 

year, having the work group Chairs send their recommendations to the Commission Chair by 
September 16, 2013, and authorizing the Commission Chair to formulate Lyme Commission 
funding recommendations to the Board of Supervisors for the current year (7-0-2) 

5.    Having the IPM work group follow up with DGIF to explore various options for the use of tick 
tubes and to present back to the Commission at a future date (7-0-2) 

6.    Postponing until the Commission’s November 2013 meeting consideration of motions related to 
the draft staff IPM report (7-0-2) 

 
Next Meeting: Friday November 22, 2013, at 1:45 p.m. in the Loudoun County Government Center, 1 
Harrison Street, SE, Leesburg, VA 20175 
 
 
 
The September 6, 2013 minutes were approved at the November 1, 2013 Lyme Commission meeting 

 


