
Loudoun Lyme Disease Commission Meeting 
Loudoun County Government Building 

Leesburg, VA 
 

March 1, 2013 
 
In Attendance: Nancy Bakatsias, John Farrell, David Goodfriend, Carol Hodgson, Lee Phillips, Lisa 
Resnick, Sheryl Rivett, Samuel Shor, Lisa Strucko, Janel Vanek and Carolyn Walsh  
Absent: None 
Recorder: David Goodfriend 
 
There were eleven handouts for this meeting: 

1. Draft Agenda (emailed previously) 
2. Draft January 11, 2013 Commission Minutes (emailed previously) 
3. Draft 2013 Loudoun County Lyme Disease Community Awareness Survey (emailed previously) 
4. Draft 2013 Loudoun County Lyme Disease Infection Survey (emailed previously) 
5. Notes from Loudoun Lyme Commission IPM Work Group Meeting February 21, 2013 (emailed 

previously) 
6. Lyme Disease in Loudoun County Virginia Fact Sheet (emailed previously) 
7. Loudoun Targets Lyme Logo Finalists (emailed previously) 
8. Spreadsheet of Loudoun Targets Lyme – Potential 2013 Events (emailed previously) 
9. Copy of House Bill No. 1933 
10. Proposal: Educational Event with Focus on Lyme Disease in Children (emailed previously) 
11. Draft Board of Supervisors Action Item - Loudoun Lyme Disease Prevention and Awareness: 

Update and Recommendations (emailed previously) 
 

Welcome and Introductions: Samuel Shor welcomed members to the seventh meeting of the Lyme 
Disease Commission.  
 
Additions or Changes to Agenda: None 
 
Administrative Matters 

1. The January 11, 2012 minutes were approved 7-0-2 (David Goodfriend and Carol Hodgson do 
not have voting privileges, Lisa Strucko and Janel Vanek not present for vote). 

2. The dates of the remaining 2013 Lyme Commission meetings were set as: May 17, July 26, 
September 27 and November 22 at 1:45 PM (8-0-1, Lisa Strucko not present for vote). 

 
Public Comment: No members of the public chose to comment. 
 
Status of Outstanding Action Items Presented to the Commission for Approval 

Surveys – The two Lyme disease surveys were discussed as part of the work group updates. 
 
Old Business 

Work Group Updates –  
1. Survey Work Group – The Survey Work Group met on January 22, 2013 and February 

19, 2013 to develop the proposed surveys.  Nancy Bakatsias reviewed the 2013 Loudoun 
County Lyme Disease Community Awareness and Infection surveys developed by the 
Survey Work Group during these meetings.  It is intended that each survey will be made 



available to Loudoun County’s residents through a variety of print and electronic venues.  
The Commission voted to approve each survey as drafted (8-0-1, Lisa Strucko not 
present for vote). 

 
2. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Work Group – Lisa Strucko shared that on February 

21, 2013 the IPM Work Group met with Clarke Mosquito, which was awarded the 
contract for evaluating Loudoun County park properties for potential spraying this 
spring. It is expected that Clarke will complete its initial evaluation of parks by the end 
of March, with tick dragging and testing beginning shortly thereafter and 
recommendations for potential spraying being provided this May.  The Commission 
discussed the potential of individual, pooled or quantitative pooled testing of ticks for 
Borrelia infection and voted to authorize the IPM Work Group to make decisions on 
behalf of the Commission with respect to any future tick testing (9-0-0). 

 
3. Educational Materials Work Group – Janel Vanek stated that the Educational Materials 

Work Group met on February 12, 2013 to review a draft fact sheet on Lyme disease in 
Loudoun County.  The Commission reviewed the draft fact sheet and voted to approve 
the fact sheet as revised (9-0-0).  The Commission further voted to authorize the 
Educational Materials Work Group to make decisions on behalf of the Commission with 
respect to any additional changes to the fact sheet as long as they did not involve major 
changes to content (9-0-0). 

 
4. Web Page Creation Work Group – Sheryl Rivett stated that the Web Page Creation Work 

Group met on February 8, 2013 to discuss the ideal content of a Lyme Commission 
website and the restrictions of a website housed on the Loudoun County government 
server.  Work group members have been working with the Loudoun County Office of 
Public Affairs and Communication on how best to provide this information in a manner 
consistent with county web page design requirements.  The Commission voted to 
authorize the Web Page Creation Work Group to make decisions on behalf of the 
Commission with respect to potential changes to the Commission’s County housed 
website at www.loudoun.gov/lymecommission (9-0-0).  The Commission further voted 
to have a Lyme disease essay contest (9-0-0), to have a grade school art contest (9-0-0), 
and to authorize the Web Page Creation Work Group to make decisions on behalf of the 
Commission with respect to operationalizing both contests (9-0-0). 

Report from the Loudoun Health Council – Carol Hodgson shared that the Health Council is 
moving forward with its Health for Life Day event on April 13 at Gum Spring Library.  The 
Lyme Commission will be hosting a table at this annual event. 
 
Loudoun Targets Lyme – David Goodfriend updated the Commission on the Loudoun Targets 
Lyme initiative for the spring, including the web address www.loudountargetslyme.com and a 
Loudoun Targets Lyme Facebook page, and shared a revised spreadsheet of planned events and 
initiatives during this period.  The Lyme Commission voted to designate a Commission member 
to act on behalf of the Commission with respect to staffing the Loudoun Targets Lyme initiative 
events (9-0-0) and voted to designate Sam Shor as that Commission member (9-0-0). The 
Commission also voted to choose the circle shaped target as the logo for the Loudoun Targets 
Lyme Initiative (9-0-0) and to adopt the same logo with minor modifications for use by the 
Commission (9-0-0). The following member participation interest is as outlined: 

http://www.loudoun.gov/lymecommission
http://www.loudountargetslyme.com/


 
4/13/2013 Gumsprings Health for Life Carol Hodgson 

    Lisa Strucko 
    Nancy Bakatsias 
    John Farrel 
4/20-21/13 Leesburg  Flower Lee Phillips 
    Janel Vanek 
    Carol Hodgson 

4/28/2013 Loudoun Earth Day Lisa Strucko 
    Nancy Bakatsias 

5/11/13 Blue Grass Festival Sam Shor 
5/19/2013 NatCapLyme 5K run Sam Shor 

    Lisa Strucko 
    Janel Vanek 
    Sheryl Rivett 

  
 
Proposed Lyme Coordinator Position and Commission Updates to Board of Supervisors – 
David Goodfriend shared that the Lyme Disease Coordinator position is part of the County 
Administrator’s budget for FY14 and will be discussed by the Board of Supervisors during their 
budget deliberations in March.  He also shared that there is no proposed non-personnel funding 
for Lyme disease initiatives in the County Administrator’s FY14 budget; the Commission 
directed staff to share the Commission’s concerns with Loudoun County Administration over the 
impact of not having non-personnel funding in FY14 (6-0-3, with Nancy Bakatsias, Janel Vanek 
and Carolyn Walsh absent for the vote).  The Health Department is scheduled to present a Lyme 
disease update to the Board of Supervisors in April; the Commission voted to allow Sam Shor to 
act on behalf of the Commission on any revisions to the draft Action Item (9-0-0). 

 
Guest Speaker - Greg and Monte Skall discussed House Bill Number 1933, which was recently 
passed by the Virginia General Assembly.  This bill, if signed into law, would require that every 
licensed healthcare professional or designee in Virginia who orders a laboratory test for the 
presence of Lyme disease provide that patient written information on the possibility of false 
positives and negatives associated with such testing, that a negative test does not rule out the 
possibility of Lyme disease infections, and that patients who continue to have symptoms should 
contact their healthcare provider and inquire about the appropriateness of retesting or additional 
treatment.  The Commission voted to support HB1933 (8-1-0, with John Farrell against) and 
voted to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that they support HB1933 to further education 
and prevention of Lyme disease in Loudoun County (8-1-0, with John Farrell against). 

 
New Business 

Proposed Educational Event in Concert with Congressman Wolf’s Office  – Lisa Strucko 
shared information on a proposed Lyme disease educational event to be jointly sponsored by the 
Loudoun County Lyme Disease Commission and Congressman Wolf’s Office.  The Commission 
voted to support this proposed event (9-0-0) and to create a planning work group to be composed 
of Lisa Strucko (chair), Nancy Bakatsias, Carol Hodgson, Lisa Resnick, Sheryl Rivett, and Janel 



Vanek (9-0-0).  The Commission also voted to allow Lisa Strucko to act on behalf of the work 
group and the Commission on planning efforts (9-0-0). 
   

Summary of Action Items 
In summary, the Commission approved the following actions: 

1. Approving the January 11, 2013 minutes (7-0-2). 
2. Approving the dates of the remaining 2013 Lyme Commission meetings: May 17, July 26, 

September 27 and November 22 at 1:45 PM (8-0-1). 
3. Approving the 2013 Loudoun County Lyme Disease Community Awareness Survey and the 

2013 Loudoun County Lyme Disease Infection Survey (8-0-1). 
4. Authorizing the IPM Work Group to make decisions on behalf of the Commission with respect 

to any future tick testing (9-0-0). 
5. Approving the draft Lyme Disease in Loudoun County fact sheet as revised (9-0-0) and 

authorizing the Educational Materials Work Group to make decisions on behalf of the 
Commission with respect to any additional changes to the fact sheet as long as they did not 
involve major changes to content (9-0-0). 

6. Authorizing the Web Page Creation Work Group to make decisions on behalf of the Commission 
with respect to potential changes to the Commission’s County housed website at 
www.loudoun.gov/lymecommission (9-0-0).   

7. Having a Lyme disease essay contest (9-0-0), having a grade school art contest (9-0-0), and 
authorizing the Web Page Creation Work Group to make decisions on behalf of the Commission 
with respect to operationalizing both contests (9-0-0). 

8. Designating a Commission member to act on behalf of the Commission with respect to staffing 
the Loudoun Targets Lyme initiative events (9-0-0) and designating Sam Shor as that 
Commission member (9-0-0).  

9. Choosing the circle shaped target as the logo for the Loudoun Targets Lyme Initiative (9-0-0) 
and adopting the same logo with minor modifications for use by the Commission (9-0-0). 

10. Directing staff to share the Commission’s concerns with Loudoun County Administration over 
the impact of not having non-personnel funding in FY14 for Lyme disease efforts (6-0-3).   

11. Authorizing Sam Shor to act on behalf of the Commission on any revisions to the April 2013 
Lyme Disease Update Action Item (9-0-0). 

12. Supporting HB1933 (8-1-0) and recommending to the Board of Supervisors that they support 
HB1933 to further education and prevention of Lyme disease in Loudoun County (8-1-0). 

13. Supporting a proposed event educational event in concert with Congressman Wolf (9-0-0) and 
creating a planning work group to be composed of Lisa Strucko (chair), Nancy Bakatsias, Carol 
Hodgson, Lisa Resnick, Sheryl Rivett, and Janel Vanek (9-0-0) and authorizing Lisa Strucko to 
act on behalf of the work group and the Commission on planning efforts (9-0-0). 

 
Next Meeting: Friday May 17, 2013, at 1:45 p.m. in the Loudoun County Government Center, 1 
Harrison Street, SE, Leesburg, VA 20175 
 
 
These minutes were approved by the Loudoun Lyme Disease Commission at its May 17, 2013 meeting 

 

http://www.loudoun.gov/lymecommission

