
Loudoun Lyme Disease Commission 
Loudoun County Government Building 

Leesburg, VA  
 

May 29, 2015 
 

In Attendance:  John Farrell, David Goodfriend, Carol Hodgson, Lee Phillips, Sheryl Rivett, Samuel Shor 
(Chair), Lisa Strucko, Janel Vanek , Carolyn Walsh 
Absent:  Heather Applegate, Nancy Bakatsias 
Recorder:  Stephen Hood 
Others:  Alysoun Mahoney (Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy)  
There were four handouts for this meeting: 

1. Final Agenda 
2. Draft March 27, 2015 Commission Minutes 
3. March 28, 2015 email from Alysoun Mahoney re: Loudoun Lyme Disease Education Materials 
4. 2015 Keep Loudoun Beautiful Poster/Essay Contest advertising materials (Sheryl Rivett) 

 
Welcome and Introductions:  Sam Shor welcomed all members to the eighteenth meeting of the Lyme 
Disease Commission and opened the meeting. 
 
Additions or Changes to Agenda:  None. 
 
Administrative Matters:   

1. The March 27, 2015 minutes were approved, with members Heather Applegate, Nancy 
Bakatsias, and Carol Hodgson absent for the vote. 

2. The next Commission meeting will be held on September 25, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. (6-0-3) 
 
Other Administrative Matters:  None. 
 
Public Comment:  None. 
  
Status of Outstanding Action Items:   
David Goodfriend noted the establishment of a Task Force on Lyme by the Virginia General Assembly (to 
be expanded upon later in these minutes).  He also suggested that the Commission let the Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors know what the Commission had done this past year and during their 
current term by composing a list of accomplishments.  Janel Vanek volunteered to draft that list and 
send it to all members for review in July, before going final at the September Commission meeting. 
 
Old Business: 
 Work Group Updates 

1. New Brochure:   Lisa Strucko spoke to the new draft of the Lyme disease brochure and 
indicated that over 20 comments from Commission members and the general public had 
been received.  The brochure is now finalized and will likely be posted on the Loudoun 
County Public Schools’ main website if approval is received from school management.  (The 
brochure will also be posted on the www.Loudoun.gov/Lyme website.)  Commission 
members applauded Lisa’s efforts and diligence in coordinating the development of the new 
brochure.  Discussion followed on how best to distribute the brochure within individual 

http://www.loudoun.gov/Lyme


schools and Commission members voted to give Lisa and Sam Shor authority to make a 
decision regarding distribution to the schools in the fall (6-0-3). 

2. Public Education Interface with the School System:   Heather Applegate was not present to 
address this topic and it was tabled until the September meeting.   

3. Public Service Announcements (PSAs):  Lee Phillips was congratulated by Commission 
members on his efforts to get a Loudoun Targets Lyme awareness PSA video into Loudoun 
County movie theaters to run before the main movies. 

4. Standardized PowerPoint Presentation:  Julie Grandfield had drafted a presentation and 
emailed it to Commission members for comment.  Sam Shor suggested a June 15 cutoff date 
for comments on the draft and Commission members gave him authority to review 
comments, revise the presentation accordingly, and go final with it. 

 
Report from the Loudoun Health Council:  In Carol Hodgson’s absence, David Goodfriend noted three 
items from the most recent Council meeting:  1)  The Health Council applauded the launching of the 
Lyme PSA in local theaters; 2)  The Council approved the latest County Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) 
and will decide on action; and 3) The Council applauded the Leesburg Police Department’s placing of a 
Drug Drop-off box for unused or expired prescription drugs in the Department’s lobby at 65 Plaza Street 
NE in Leesburg.  The box was obtained with a grant from CVS Pharmacy.   
 
Guest Speaker:  None. 
 
New Business:   

1. C.S. Monroe Technology Center student Austin Weber, his parents, Graphics Communications 
instructor Pam Smith, and Monroe Vice Principal Bill Wright were on hand to watch Austin 
receive a certificate of excellence from Sam Shor and the Commission members for his effort in 
designing the layout of the new Lyme brochure. 

2. State Task Force on Lyme:  David Goodfriend reported the Virginia General Assembly approved 
establishment of this Task Force to identify: 

a. Areas in Virginia with the highest prevalence of Lyme disease 
b. The costs of funding a “point of disease” prevention program 
c. Sources of revenue to fund such a program 

David indicated the Task Force will include himself, Dr. David Gaines, Dr. Laurie Forlano, Dr. 
Richard Wilkes ,David Brown, Bettina Ring, and National Capital Lyme’s Monte Skall.  David will 
report back to the Commission at its September 25 meeting on the Task Forces’ first meeting, 
later this month. 

3. Land Management Issues:  Lee Phillips indicated he had no further information to pass on to the 
Commission on this topic. 

4. Art Contest:  Sheryl Rivett reported that she had researched ideas for a Lyme awareness art 
contest to be promoted in the Loudoun schools and had gotten many hints and tips from the 
Keep Loudoun Beautiful art contest.  Commission members endorsed a similar contest and 
Sheryl asked that members provide her with ideas and comments, by June 15, regarding:   

a. Prizes for participation and winners  
b. Which school grades (Middle school?  High school?) should be asked to participate 
c. Themes for the contest 
d. Where and how to display the winning pieces of art 
e. Timing of the contest (March deadline for submission, publish winners in May/June?) 

 



Open Items:  David Goodfriend reported that printing of the new Lyme brochure would be underway 
shortly and would cost $5,000 for 40,000 brochures (from the 2015 Commission budget).  Commission 
members voted to go ahead with translation of the brochure into Spanish using 2016 budget dollars (6-
0-3).  David also asked Commission members to review information currently on the three existing Lyme 
websites (www.loudoun.gov/lyme , www.loudoun.gov/lymecommission , and 
www.loudoun.gov/loudountargetslyme , as well as the Loudoun Targets Lyme Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/LoudounTargetsLyme), and suggest ideas to better synchronize the 
information and eliminate conflicting information. 
 
One Commission member asked about the past online Lyme survey and David Goodfriend indicated that 
the survey was still open but very few citizens were filling it out.  The Commission recommended closing 
the survey and asking Nancy Bakatsias to review the results and report at the next meeting (6-0-3). 
 
Summary of Actions: 

1. Next meeting Friday September 25, 2015 at 3:00pm 
2. We will make efforts to facilitate the dissemination of minutes as soon as available 
3. Brochures 

a. Printing-$5,000 for 40K in FY2015 
i. in Spanish-FY2016 (approximately $1,500) 

b. School dissemination on line-Lisa taking the lead 
4. Commission voted to allow Dr. Shor and Lisa Strucko to authorize additional printing of existing 

materials and Spanish language brochure as needed prior to next Commission meeting 
5. Commission to generate list of achievements since its inception in order to forward to both the 

outgoing BOS in September and the new BOS once that is determined after election day. Janel 
to generate, Dr. Shor to review, input welcome by others. Input by June 15th  

6. Art contest    
a. June 15th deadline for input to Sheryl ideas for 

i. token gift 
ii. winner gift 

iii. theme 
7. Budget  FY2016 40K – think about projects, such as: 

a. Another PSA 
b. Additional brochures  
c. Art contest 

8. Reconciling information on health dept (www.loudoun.gov/lyme), Lyme Disease Commission 
(www.loudoun.gov/lymecommission) and Loudoun Targets Lyme 
(www.loudoun.gov/loudountargetslyme) web pages. Input to Dr. Goodfriend 

9. Review ppt  presentation with comments to Dr. Goodfriend in by June 15th  
 
Final Comments: 
Stephen Hood of the Loudoun County Health Department thanked Commission members for their 
participation in this spring’s many successful Lyme awareness and education outreach events and he 
indicated that he will be inventorying all of the Lyme outreach materials and will provide the results of 
the inventory to the Commission members and David Goodfriend. 
 
Next Meeting:  September 25, 2015, at 3:00 p.m., at the Loudoun Government Center. 
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