
Loudoun Lyme Disease Commission 
Loudoun County Government Building 

Leesburg, VA  
 

March 27, 2015 
 

In Attendance:  Heather Applegate, Nancy Bakatsias, John Farrell, David Goodfriend, Carol Hodgson, Lee 
Phillips, Samuel Shor (Chair), Lisa Strucko, Carolyn Walsh 
Absent:  Sheryl Rivett, Janel Vanek 
Recorder:  Stephen Hood 
Others:  Alysoun Mahoney (Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy), Steve Torpy (Loudoun Parks and Rec), Julie 
Grandfield (County Administration) 
 
There were five handouts for this meeting: 

1. Final Agenda 
2. Draft January 30, 2015 Commission Minutes 
3. Spring 2015 Lyme Outreach Events Listing 
4. Spring 2015 Lyme Outreach Events Sign-Up Sheet 
5. Draft “What is Lyme Disease?” Brochure 

 
Welcome and Introductions:  Lisa Strucko welcomed all members to the seventeenth meeting of the 
Lyme Disease Commission and opened the meeting, prior to the arrival of Chairman Shor. 
 
Additions or Changes to Agenda:  None. 
 
Administrative Matters:   

1. The January 30, 2015 minutes were approved 7-0-2, with members Sheryl Rivett and Janel 
Vanek absent for all votes (Carol Hodgson and David Goodfriend do not have voting privileges). 

2. The next Commission meeting will be held on May 29, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Other Administrative Matters:  None. 
 
Public Comment:  Alysoun Mahoney of the Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy reminded all Commission 
members of her email of January 7, 2015 (copy attached) to them regarding the development of a new 
brochure and the Conservancy’s recommendations concerning (1) the importance of personal protective 
measures, (2) cautions regarding the application of Permethrin to vegetation and grass, and (3) the 
importance of preserving biodiversity of wildlife to reducing the spread of tick-borne diseases. 
 
Status of Outstanding Action Items:   
Budget for FY 2016 – The Lyme Commission budget request of $40K was rolled into the Loudoun Health 
Department’s budget submission and submitted to the Loudoun Board of Supervisors.  Board action on 
the budget is expected in April. 
 
Old Business: 
 Work Group Updates 

Education:   
1. Lisa Strucko spoke to the new draft of the Lyme disease brochure and indicated that the 

information in it was bulleted to appeal to the greatest number of people.  Monroe 



Technology Center in Leesburg drafted the brochure from information provided by the 
Education Work Group.  Lisa asked for Commission approval to make any changes 
recommended by Commission members and to go final with the brochure after consultation 
with the Commission Chair.  Members voted in the affirmative without exception. 

2. Public Education Interface with the School System – Heather Applegate noted that her work 
group had not met but she had researched public school systems offering Lyme education in 
their curricula and had found that Massachusetts state school system had such education 
materials.  Virginia does not.  She observed that it would be very difficult to find time in the 
Virginia school day to formally teach Lyme education, but that materials could be developed 
and made available for Loudoun health teachers to use if desired.  The Commission decided 
to table further active participation on this topic until education materials and goals could 
be addressed for next year. 

3. Stephen Hood of the Loudoun County Health Department spoke to the list of upcoming 
Lyme outreach events (see attachment) and solicited Commission member sign-up for 
portions of these events.  Stephen indicated there is a sufficient number of old (green) Lyme 
brochures and other handout materials are on hand to take care of the April events in case 
the new brochure printing takes time. 

 
Reorganization of Present Work Group structure:  The Commission members voted to 
decommission the IPM work group (7-0-2) and to decommission the formal Education Work 
Group in favor of specific issues, such as 

a) Brochure 
b) Public Education/School interface 
c) PSA 

 
Other 
1. Public Service Announcements (PSAs):  Lee Phillips reported on the research he had done on 

the cost of having PSAs presented at Loudoun movie theaters and he offered a copy of the 
proposed costs charged by various local theaters (see attachment).  Significant discussion 
followed on this topic.  Based on current budget of $23,000 – it was discussed that there is 
enough funding for the PSA in theatres as well as printing of the new Lyme brochure. It was 
voted to move forward with the PSA at amount quoted. Chair and Vice Chair would make 
final approval of edited PSA.  Lee Phillips and Julie Grandfield will contact the project officer 
for the Fairfax County Lyme and West Nile PSA to discuss costs and ability to modify the PSA 
to fit Loudoun’s needs in 15 and 30 second PSAs.  Commission members discussed the 
possibility of having Loudoun Public Schools feature the resulting PSA on their individual 
school websites.  David Goodfriend will contact the Loudoun PIO and Julie Grandfield will 
talk with Loudoun Procurement officials and the Chair of the Board of Supervisors to discuss 
purchasing authority and the need to inform the entire Board of the Commission plans to 
move ahead with PSAs in movie theaters. 

 
2. Land Management Issues:  Lee Phillips indicated that a number of northeastern U.S. states 

had taken action to bring land developers into conference on ways to lessen tick habitats 
through creative landscaping.  This issue was tabled. 

 
3. Art Contest:  Tabled, as Sheryl Rivett was not present at this meeting to report. 
 
4. Other Projects:  None. 



 
Standardize Presentations 
Julie Grandfield will talk with the Loudoun Public Information Officer to see if he would create a 
standardized format for all future Lyme presentations. 

 
Report from the Loudoun Health Council: Carolyn Walsh noted that one Health Council member 
expressed frustration at the last meeting over the difficulty in accurately diagnosing and treating Lyme 
disease.  Commission members shared this frustration, but noted that this was a problem nationwide 
and not one which the Commission could solve. 
 
Guest Speaker:  None. 
 
New Business:   

1. Stephen Hood reported that Commission response to a request by an advertising agency for 
Harris Teeter pharmacies in Ashburn was too late to meet the agency’s printing deadline. 

2. Commission Chair Shor and Vice Chair Lisa Strucko received Commission approval (7-0-2) to 
authorize expedient individual procurements from the Commission’s budget up to $1,000 to 
meet short-notice requirements. 

 
Open Items:  David Goodfriend reported that he recently became aware that the Virginia General 
Assembly may be looking at a proposal in the Appropriations Bill to create a task force to look into Lyme 
in wildlife.  David will research further and report back to the Commission. 
 
Summary of Actions: 

1. January 30, 2015 meeting minutes were approved. 
2. Lisa Strucko and Chairman Samuel Shor were authorized to make recommended changes to the 

new Lyme brochure and work with Monroe Tech to go final on the brochure without further 
Commission approval. 

3. Further work on interface with the school system on getting Lyme education in the curriculum 
was tabled. 

4. Sign-up for participation in spring 2015 Lyme Outreach events is encouraged.  Contact Stephen 
Hood (Stephen.Hood@loudoun.gov). 

5. The IPM Work Group was decommissioned. 
6. The Education Work Group proper was decommissioned in favor of identifying isolated projects 

with associated chair and members 
7. Voted to allow Chair, Vice chair to approve of edited PSA to go forward for release in theatres as 

quoted. 
8. Land management and Lyme issue was tabled. 
9. Commission Chair and Vice Chair were authorized to expend up to $1,000 in Commission funds 

in expedient procurements, as necessary. 
 

Next Meeting:  May 29, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 

mailto:Stephen.Hood@loudoun.gov

