
 

LOUDOUN COUNTY ANIMAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 23, 2009 
County Government Center, Leesburg Room 

1 Harrison St.  Leesburg, VA 20176 
 

Committee Members Present:  
Paul Popejoy, Sugarland Run, Chairman 
Kathy Brice, Blue Ridge, Recording Secretary 
Paul Dodaro, Sterling  
Dr. Leslie Sinn DVM, Potomac 
Joanne Donohue, Catoctin  
 
Committee Members Absent: 
Donna Lewis, At-Large, Vice Chair 
Monica Patty, Dulles  
Dr. Michael Strickland DVM, Leesburg 
Lila Westwood, Broad Run  
 
LCACC Staff Present:
Thomas Koenig, Director 
Donna Levesque, Administrative Manager 
Kim Miller, Animal Control Officer 
Inga Fricke, Shelter Manager 
Laura Rizer, Public Relations 
 
Public Present:  
Ron Litz (arrived at 7:06 pm; after public comment) 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Paul Popejoy, at 7: 03 pm.  The minutes from the 
July meeting were presented and Chairman Popejoy motioned to accept, as amended, and 
seconded by Dr. Sinn.  The minutes from the July, 2009 meeting were adopted unanimously by 
those present (5-0-4). 
 
Public Comment:   
None 

 
DIRECTOR UPDATE:  

 
Catoctin Nomination.  Ms. Donohue, the new committee member representing the Catoctin 
District, introduced herself and gave a brief summary.  Ms. Donohue replaced Ann Gallus who 
resigned over the summer. 
 
Kennel Floor Refinishing.   Weather permitting, this will take place on or about October 3rd.  
Director Koenig stated that this will take approximately 10 days. 
   
Leesburg Pit Bull Attack.   Dir. Koenig gave a short summary of the situation with the dog attack 
in Leesburg.  Both the death of the person and a dog in the residence were attributed to the 2 pit 
bulls in the residence. 
 
Budget FY-2011.    Dir. Koenig stated that they tried to schedule a special budget session.  Ms. 
Levesque handed out the spreadsheet related to the prioritization of the items. 
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Tier 1 recommendation was eliminated (2 shelter position).  Currently, tier 2 becomes tier 1 and 
tier 3 becomes tier 2.  Dir. Koenig wants to restructure the tier 2 and 3.  Dir. Koenig is looking for 
feedback from the committee related to the items in Tier 1 (old tier 2) and Tier 2 (old tier 3) and 
the committee discussed having a special session or getting comments via email.  It was 
determined that email comments would be preferred.  Chairman Popejoy will create written 
instructions, review it with Dir. Koenig and send it to the committee. 
 
Dr. Sinn asked if there are any outside sources of funding available.  Ms. Rizer stated that there 
were grant opportunities available, limited, but available.  Dr. Sinn also asked if other 
organizations/companies could donate monies or goods.  Dr. Sinn asked if there were any 
restrictions.  Ms. Rizer stated that it depended upon what they asked for in return for their 
donation.  Dr. Sinn asked if there were any guidelines.  Dir. Koenig stated that this was 
determined on a case-by-case basis as determined by the county attorney.  The county has to stay 
away from any perception of product/service endorsement.   

 
DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL 

 
Animal Control:  Kim Miller asked if there were any questions related to the July and August 
statistics.  Chairman Popejoy asked if there could be a correlation between the statistics and the 
individual districts.  Ms. Miller stated that she would try to add a comment at the end of the next 
report indicating which districts are included in which categories. 
 
Running at large.  The change in the running at large ordinance has been approved by the board 
of supervisors. 
 
Public Relations:    
 
Volunteers:  Ms. Rizer stated that the volunteer statistics are a little down because of the 
summertime. 
 
Public Relations/Events:  Ms. Rizer reported that the mobile adoption vehicle was out every 
weekend in August and September, so far.  They will be shifting focus in October due to 
community events (SterlingFest, Dog Days of Downtown, Halloween parade and Barkfest in 
November).  October 24 is the Homeward Bound marathon event.  There will be a 12 hour “tail” 
gate party.  There is information available on the website and details are being finalized.  Mr. 
Dodaro asked if animals are still being brought to county offices.  Ms. Rizer stated that they will 
be including those offices on the mobile adoption route. 
 
Animal Shelter:  The July and August, 2009 statistics were previously distributed.  Ms. Fricke 
asked if there are any questions on the reports.  Ms. Brice asked when fiscal year to date shelter 
statistics will be available.  Dir. Koenig stated that they will be presented at the next meeting, but 
was looking to see if he had a copy. 
 
Ms. Fricke gave a brief update on the canine influenza outbreak in the area.  Ms. Fricke stated 
that current cleaning protocols remain the same and it is something that the shelter will have to 
live with.  If there are any issues, they will continue to evaluate the cases as well as procedures if 
anything changes.  Dir. Koenig stated that the Fairfax shelter just reopened after being closed for 
six weeks because of the canine influenza virus.  Ms. Fricke stated that a vaccination for this virus 
did not make sense given the cost and the timeframe involved for the vaccination to become 
effective. 
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Dir. Koenig stated that the one parvo case they had recently was isolated and it did not spread. 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
• Euthanasia Rates (Patty/Westwood).  No report. 
• Public Visibility (Brice/Sinn). Dr. Sinn and Ms. Brice met with Dir Koenig to discuss the use 

of the license plate monies and we were hoping to have a “plan to have a plan” by now.  Dir. 
Koenig stated that they have met and are working on a plan, but don’t have one available.  
He hopes to have something available at the next meeting.  Dr. Sinn asked if any special 
spay/neuter push will be done at the Homeward Bound event.  Ms. Rizer stated that they 
will not provide spay/neuter vouchers this year since it wasn’t a big draw and many of them 
were not used.  Dir. Koenig also stated that they are working on agreements with local vets, 
but those are not complete. 

• Increasing Volunteers. No report 
• Laws and Ordinances (Popejoy/Lewis).  No comments were received related to 

microchipping or cat licensing and this issue will be tabled until the next meeting.  Dir. 
Koenig stated that he and Ms. Miller had been working with the town of Leesburg to limit 
“wild or exotic” animals within the town of Leesburg.  The current ordinance states that, 
within the town of Leesburg, you cannot own wild, exotic or livestock.  Dir. Koenig will not 
enforce this ordinance until they have a chance to “weigh in” on the ordinance.  Chairman 
Popejoy asked approximately how many exotic animals come to the shelter.  Ms. Fricke 
stated that it is cyclical in terms of numbers.  Chairman Popejoy asked that if anyone would 
like to add an ordinance.  Ms. Brice asked, as a point of clarification, if animal control is 
enforcing the Town of Leesburg ordinance.  Ms. Miller confirmed that they are enforcing the 
ordinance. 

• Animals in Emergency.  Chairman Popejoy described the subcommittee structure for the 
benefit of the new member and that Ann Gallus was part of this committee.  Ms. Donohue 
stated that if she could get some information on this and will fill Ms. Gallus’ vacancy on this 
subcommittee. 

 
 On November 10, 2009, the northern Virginia region will have an exercise to set up a pet-

friendly shelter in the event of an emergency.  Prince William County fairgrounds beginning 
at approximately 8 or 8:30 am.  Anyone who wishes to observe is welcome.  The result will be 
an after action report to be submitted to the state which is the final phase in compliance with 
the requirements of the grant.   Dir. Koenig stated that they are looking for volunteers.  If 
anyone is interested, contact Dir. Koenig. 

 
• Reduce Cost and Improve Efficiency.  No report.   
  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None 
 
     
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER INFORMATIONAL REPORTS: 
 
Chairman Popejoy stated that he has been out at the shelter doing the special training project. 
Dr. Sinn stated that she is going to the Cathy Sdao seminar. 
 
No other reports. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:25 p.m.   
 
The next meeting of the advisory committee will be held on Wednesday, October 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Leesburg Room unless otherwise notified. 

 
The meeting was tape-recorded and this verbatim record is considered part of these minutes. 

 
Attachments 
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