
 
Bylaws of the Agricultural District Advisory Committee 

   LOUDOUN COUNTY 
 Agricultural District Advisory Committee 

 BYLAWS 

 

adopted by the ADAC November 19, 2008 and amended through April 18, 2017 

 

ARTICLE I: Name 

 

 The name of the organization shall be Loudoun County Agricultural District Advisory 

Committee, hereafter referred to as the "Committee". 

 

ARTICLE II: Creation Authority 

 

In accordance with Chapter 43, Title 15.2, Section 4304 of the Code of Virginia (the “Code”), 

the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors was required to establish an advisory committee 

upon receipt of the first agricultural and forestal district application.  The Committee was first 

established in 1980. 

 

ARTICLE III:  Purpose 

 

In accordance with the Code, the Committee shall advise the Loudoun County Planning 

Commission and the Board of Supervisors and assist in creating, reviewing, modifying, 

continuing or terminating districts within the county.  In particular, the Committee shall render 

expert advice as to the nature of farming and forestry and agricultural and forestal resources 

within the district and their relation to the entire county. 

 

ARTICLE IV: Membership and Attendance 

 

A. In accordance with the Code, the Committee shall consist of four landowners who are 

engaged in agricultural or forestal production, four other landowners in the county, the 

commissioner of revenue or the county’s chief property assessment officer, and a member of 

the Board of Supervisors. 

B. The members of the committee shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Board 

of Supervisors. 

C. Members shall serve 4-year terms, concurrent with the term of the Board of Supervisors.  

D. Members are responsible for attending all regularly scheduled meetings. It is the member’s 

obligation to notify the Chair or Vice Chair when unable to attend a meeting. Members are 

not permitted to miss more than three (3) consecutive meetings without written notice to the 

Chair or Vice Chair of the Committee who will evaluate each circumstance on a case by 

case basis. Should it be determined that it is in the best interest of the Agricultural District 

Advisory Committee to replace a member due to inactivity, the Chair and/or Vice Chair will 

ask said member for resignation and notify the Board of Supervisors of the vacancy. 

Members may also submit resignations for other reasons to the Chair and/or Vice Chair. 

Vacancies shall be filled in accordance with procedures outlined in this Article. Upon such 

resignations, the Committee may request the Board of Supervisors to declare the seat vacant 
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and to appoint a replacement in accordance with paragraphs A and B of this Article, 

provided that such person’s membership on the Committee shall not be deemed to have 

been terminated until so declared by the Board of Supervisors. Any such replacement 

member appointed by the Board of Supervisors shall serve only to the end of the current 

term of the member so replaced. 

 

ARTICLE V: Officers 

 

A. Officers 

In accordance with the Code the Committee shall elect a chairman and a vice-chairman and 

elect or appoint a secretary who need not be a member of the Committee. Such elections 

shall be held at the January meeting each year. 

 

B. Terms of Officers 

Officers shall serve a term of one year from the January meeting at which they are elected 

until their successors are duly elected the following January.  Officers may be re-elected for 

additional terms.  

 

C. Responsibilities of the Chair 

The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Committee, authorize calls for any special 

meetings, appoint all subcommittees, execute all documents authorized by the Committee, 

make Committee assignments, set agendas for Committee meetings, and generally perform 

all duties normally associated with that office. 

 

D. Responsibilities of the Vice-Chair 

The Vice-Chair, in the event of the absence or disability of the Chair or vacancy in that 

office, shall assume and perform the duties of Chair.   

 

E. Vacancies and Special Elections 

In the event of a vacancy in either office, a special election may be held to fill the position for 

the remainder of the term. 

 

ARTICLE VI: Meetings 

 A. The Code identifies the following circumstances when it shall be necessary for the   

     Committee to convene to provide recommendations to the Planning Commission and the        

     Board of Supervisors: 

i. Receipt of application(s) for creation of a district or for the addition of land to an 

existing district. (15.2-4309 and 15.2-4310) 

ii. Periodic review of existing districts when directed by the Board of Supervisors.  

(15.2-4311) 

iii. Review of proposals by agencies of the Commonwealth, any political subdivision, or 

any public service corporation to acquire land or interest therein within the 

district. (15.2-4313) 

iv. Review of written requests to withdraw land from an existing district other than in 

conjunction with the periodic review of the district.  (15.2-4314) 
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v. Review of requests to terminate Open Space Agreements (§58.1-3233(3)) 

 

B. Special Meetings 

Special meeting may be called by the Chair, at the request of three members of the 

Committee, at the request of the Planning Commission, or at the request of the Board of 

Supervisors. 

 

C. Quorum 

A quorum for the transaction of business (to conduct any meeting or to move a motion for 

vote) at any Agricultural District Advisory Committee meeting shall consist of at least fifty-

one percent of the voting membership exclusive of any vacant seats. 

 

D. Minutes 

Each full Committee meeting will be electronically recorded and summary minutes reflecting 

the actions and recommendations of the Committee shall be prepared by department staff and 

shall be forwarded to all members within thirty days. 

 

E. Cancellation 

Any meeting of the Committee scheduled to be held on a day on which, due to inclement 

weather or other conditions, the public schools are closed, will be canceled.  The substitute 

date, hour, and location, if any, of such meeting will be set by the Chair of that meeting and 

promptly communicated to all the members.  School delays will not affect meeting time. 

 

F.  Rules of Order 

Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern proceedings of all meetings of the full Committee. 

 

ARTICLE VII: Committees 

 

A. Standing Committee 

The Committee shall have the following Standing Committee, whose Chair shall be              

selected by the Chairman of the Committee.  The Chair of the Standing Committee shall       

report at each Committee meeting, as appropriate: 

 

i. Nominating and Bylaw Review Committee – This Standing Committee shall be 

responsible for conducting a nominating process to nominate officers in accordance with 

ARTICLE V.A of these Bylaws, and for periodically reviewing these Bylaws to  identify 

and recommend changes, if any, to ensure that they are compliant with all laws and 

Board of Supervisors’ directives, that they accurately reflect and account for  current 

conditions and requirements, and that they allow the orderly and efficient administration 

of the business of the Committee. 

 

B. Ad Hoc Committees 

Additional ad hoc committees or task forces may be created as needed. 

 

C. Staff Participation 
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The Director(s) and staff of the Loudoun County Department Planning and Zoning are not 

members of Committee but their participation shall be sought in order to provide technical 

assistance and professional expertise.  

 

ARTICLE VIII: Amendments 

 

These Bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting of the Committee by two-thirds votes of 

the Committee.  Notice of any proposed amendment to these Bylaws must first be submitted in 

writing to the members of the Committee at least two weeks prior to the meeting at which such 

proposed amendments are acted upon.  Such amendments shall not take effect until approved by 

the Board of Supervisors. 

 

 

 

 


