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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BUSINESS MEETING 
ACTION ITEM 

 
SUBJECT: Resolution of Intent to Amend the Revised 1993 Loudoun 

County Zoning Ordinance to Amend Articles 6 and 7 to 
Establish a Uniform Schedule of Civil Penalties for 
Violations and Revise Public Notice Requirements in 
Accordance with Applicable Provisions of the Code of 
Virginia 

 
ELECTION DISTRICT: Countywide 
 
CRITICAL ACTION DATE: At the pleasure of the Board 
 
STAFF CONTACTS:  Ricky Barker, Director, Planning and Zoning 
 Leo Rogers, County Attorney  
        
PURPOSE: Initiate amendments to the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance 
(Zoning Ordinance) to amend Articles 6 and 7 to establish a uniform schedule of civil penalties 
for violations and revise the public notice requirements in accordance with the Code of Virginia. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors (Board) adopt the 
Resolution of Intent to Amend the Zoning Ordinance (Attachment 1) to amend Articles 6 and 7 to 
establish a uniform schedule of civil penalties for violations and revise public notice requirements 
in accordance with applicable provisions of the Code of Virginia. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: At the March 2, 2017, Special Board Business Meeting, the Board adopted (7-
0-2: Letourneau and Meyer absent) the 2017 Zoning Ordinance Amendment (ZOAM) Work 
Program as part of its Strategic Plan. The adopted work program includes the State Code 
Consistency ZOAM (ZOAM-2016-0011), which is intended to align the content and structure of 
the Zoning Ordinance with the Code of Virginia pursuant to relevant legislation passed by the 
General Assembly. The State Code Consistency ZOAM is a comprehensive initiative that 
addresses state legislation adopted since 2003, and the complexity associated with such an 
extensive scope has prolonged the timeframe for completion. In the interim, the County Attorney’s 
Office has identified certain inconsistencies between the Zoning Ordinance and Code of Virginia 
that require immediate resolution, and therefore merit being separated from the State Code 
Consistency ZOAM for accelerated processing.  
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Specifically, the proposed amendments seek to clarify violations that are to be enforced as criminal 
and/or civil violations and establish a uniform schedule of civil penalties for violations of specified 
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. The proposed amendments will further revise the 
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance in regard to notice of Planning Commission, Board of 
Supervisors, and Board of Zoning Appeals public hearings to be in accordance with said 
requirements of the Code of Virginia, in order simplify and clarify such Zoning Ordinance 
requirements. This action item is therefore in furtherance of the 2017 ZOAM Work Program, 
insomuch as it will advance amendments deemed critical to administration of the Zoning 
Ordinance in keeping with the requirements of the Code of Virginia. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The preparation of the proposed amendments can be accommodated with 
existing staff resources in the County Attorney’s Office and Department of Planning and Zoning.  
 
ALTERNATIVES: The following alternatives have been identified for the Board’s consideration.  
 
1. The Board may adopt the Resolution of Intent to Amend the Zoning Ordinance (Attachment 

1). 
 

2. The Board may choose not to adopt the Resolution of Intent to Amend the Zoning Ordinance 
at this time, and postpone initiation of the amendments to a later date. 

 
DRAFT MOTIONS: 
 
1. I move that the Board of Supervisors adopt the Resolution of Intent to Amend the Revised 

1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance provided in Attachment 1 of the Action Item for the 
Board of Supervisors October 19, 2017 Business Meeting. 
   

OR  
 
2. I move an alternate motion. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
1. Resolution of Intent to Amend the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance 

 



 
Attachment 1 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF LOUDOUN COUNTY 
 

RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO AMEND ARTICLES 6 AND 7 OF THE REVISED 
1993 LOUDOUN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE TO BE IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors wishes to initiate amendments to Article 6, 
Development Process and Administration, and Article 7, Administration and Regulation of 
Affordable Dwelling Unit Developments, of the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning 
Ordinance (“Zoning Ordinance”) in furtherance of the purposes of zoning as set out in § 
15.2-2283 of the Code of Virginia; and   
 
WHEREAS, § 15.2-2208 of the Code of Virginia authorizes Loudoun County to pursue 
court action and other remedies to enforce the Zoning Ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, § 15.2-2209 of the Code of Virginia also authorizes Loudoun County to 
establish a uniform schedule of civil penalties for violations of specified provisions, and 
such schedule of civil offenses may not include any zoning violation resulting in injury to 
any persons; and 
 
WHEREAS, § 15.2-2209 of the Code of Virginia requires any zoning violation resulting 
in injury to any persons to be enforced as a criminal violation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors seeks to clarify violations that are to be enforced as 
criminal and/or civil violations and establish a uniform schedule of civil penalties for 
violations of specified provisions of the Zoning Ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 22, Planning, Subdivision of Land and Zoning, of Title 15.2 
Counties, Cities and Towns of the Code of Virginia, requires certain notice of public 
hearings involving planning, subdivision of land, and zoning matters before the Planning 
Commission, Board of Supervisors, and Board of Zoning Appeals; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors wishes to revise the requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance in regard to notice of Planning Commission, Board of Supervisors, and Board 
of Zoning Appeals public hearings to be in accordance with said requirements of the Code 
of Virginia, in order simplify and clarify such Zoning Ordinance requirements. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors states its 
intention to amend the Revised 1993 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance as follows: 
 
1. Amend Section 6-500 et seq., Enforcement and Penalties, of the Zoning Ordinance in 

order to: 
 Clarify which Zoning Ordinance violations are subject to criminal enforcement. 
 Establish schedule of civil penalties that lists the specific Zoning Ordinance 

violations that are subject to civil penalty. 
 Increase the civil penalty for failure to timely submit the affordable dwelling unit 

annual certification. 
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2. Amend Section 6-600 et seq., Notice Required for Public Hearings, of the Zoning 
Ordinance in order to: 
 Revise requirements in regard to written and published notice for Planning 

Commission, Board of Supervisors, and Board of Zoning Appeals public hearings 
to be in accordance with the requirements of the Code of Virginia. 

 Clarify requirements in regard to placard notice for Planning Commission, Board 
of Supervisors, and Board of Zoning Appeals public hearings. 

 Delete requirements in regard to the content of written, published, and placard 
notice so that such requirements may be established administratively. 

 
3. Amend Section 7-100 et seq., Affordable Dwelling Unit Developments, of the Zoning 

Ordinance in order to: 
 Relocate provisions from Section 7-110, Violations and Penalties, in regard to 

violations subject to criminal fines and civil penalties, to Section 6-500 et seq., 
Enforcement and Penalties. 

 
4. Amend such other Articles, Sections, Subsections, and provisions of the Zoning 

Ordinance as necessary to implement and maintain consistency with the foregoing 
amendments or as otherwise necess10-5ary to correct typographical errors, section and 
subsection numbering, and formatting within, update internal cross-references to, and 
further clarify the requirements of, the above-mentioned Articles of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that (1) these amendments are in furtherance of the public 
necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good zoning practice; (2) staff is directed to 
prepare draft amendments for consideration; and (3) the proposed amendments on these 
matters be brought forward for notice, hearing, Planning Commission recommendation, 
and Board of Supervisors’ action.  
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