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Franklin Park to Purcellville Trail 
 

Summary of Public Meeting Questions and Answers 

Q 1.  Will there be signs at Franklin Park Dr telling drivers they must yield to pedestrians in the 
walkway? 

A: • There are signs that are allowed to be installed per state regulations, that state it is 
state law to yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk. As part of the design of this project, 
we will evaluate the installation of those signs. These will be in addition to the signs 
indicated in the presentation – including warning signs in advance of the crosswalk, 
and the rectangular rapid flashing beacon (RRFB) signs at the crosswalk itself. 

Q 2.  What are some ways that we can be involved in this process as citizens?  How can we help 
encourage as sooner build timing? 
A: • The best thing citizens can do to help in this process is to provide support in written 

format. All written communication will be compiled and included in the staff report 
when ready to be presented to the board of supervisors when the project goes to 
design endorsement. The more positive support provided will help make the 
supervisors aware of the general support of the public. 

• Reminder, the public comment meeting will continue through March 11 after this 
meeting.  

Q 3.  Please expand on WHY this north side of the street was chosen - this alignment, given Mr. 
Barsley's comments. 

A: • As mentioned in the presentation, this project has undergone several different 
iterations of concept alignments, and a comprehensive options study analyzing the 
pros and cons of each alignment.  

• Taking into account a number of factors, including but not limited to safety, feasibility, 
right-of-way impacts, utility impacts, drainage and stormwater design, and citizen and 
locality support, the alignment along the North side of Main Street was determined to 
be the preferred alignment. 

• With the W&OD trail terminating to the North of Main Street, at N 21st St., it is logical 
to extend the trail along the North side of Main Street for connectivity. 

• Previous alignments studied crossing at Tranquility Road, but this crossing results in 
lower sight distance for approaching vehicles, as well as a less logical crossing location 
when compared to the higher visibility crossing at Franklin Park, which accommodates 
sight distance for vehicle speeds well in excess of 45 mph. 
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Q 4.  Are there any other improvements planned, as a part of this trail – drain water improvements, 
etc.? 

A: • Part of the alignment studies have studied the roadway drainage network at a high 
level and will be further analyzed as we move into final design. 

• The goal is to utilize the existing roadside ditches, as to not modify the existing 
drainage network. By utilizing the existing roadside berms for the trail alignment, we 
will avoid impacting the existing open channels (ditches).  

• As the trail travels inside the Town of Purcellville, the design will include proposed 
inlets and pipes to tie into the existing closed drainage network. 

Q 5.  Why didn’t you use Tranquility to access the park? 

A: • The option of utilizing Tranquility Road was investigated in the option alignment study 
and was determined a less desirable option. 

• Previous alignments studied crossing at Tranquility Road, but this crossing results in 
lower sight distance for approaching vehicles. Two crest curves on either side of the 
intersection reduces the sight distance. 

• The high visibility at the Franklin Park Drive crossing was found to accommodate sight 
distances for vehicle speeds well in excess of 45 mph. Additionally the crosswalk is 
located at an intersection with a park entrance, which meets driver expectancy for a 
crossing location.   

• Other issues of Tranquility Road itself include some large wetland areas that would be 
impacted by the trail, a narrower corridor with heavy underground utilities, as well as 
right-of-way and septic field concerns with residential parcels along the road.  

Q 6.  This plan has been in the works from Loudoun County for over 20 years, what prior information 
and studies did this team review in preparing for this latest round of design? 

A: • We are aware of the previous studies that date back to 1999. The purpose of this trail 
differs from some of the original goals some 20+ years ago. Previous iterations 
investigation continuing the trail further into Purcellville to connect to the terminus of 
the W&OD trail, but encountered difficult land acquisition hurdles. 

• When this iteration of the project was funded in fiscal year 2015, the goal was to bring 
the trail from Franklin Park to the West end of the Town of Purcellville. To introduce a 
trail that is viable from a design/construction perspective as well as an acquisition of 
land standpoint so that this project can get built. 
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Q 7.  Does the estimate of cost include land acquisition and utility relocation? Could the trail be 
north of the current power and other utility lines? 

A: • Yes. Initial cost estimates for the project have included land acquisition and utility 
relocation costs. Additional field survey activities will begin March 18, 2022 and when 
that information is incorporated and the project progresses into final design, we will 
be able to achieve more refined costs. 

• To the second question, yes. By utilizing the existing berm North of Main Street, there 
is an opportunity to avoid the utility poles that may be located on the downslope in 
the inside of the berm. These final design details are pending the additional survey 
information. 

Q 8.  Are there any other alternatives, A Street extension trail west to Park? 

A: • This project has undergone several iterations of alternative alignment studies, and the 
alignment presented currently is the preferred alignment. 

Q 8.  Have projected Levels of Service (LOS) been estimated for each segment of the proposed 
alignment? 

A: • Regarding the LOS for the trail itself, the standard 10’ wide shared-use-path does 
accommodate high volume pedestrian, even volumes up to 25-30 pedestrians per 
minute are acceptable. Being a connection to a park, we are not anticipating volumes 
nearly this high, so trail LOS is not expected to be an issue. 

• From a roadway LOS, the turning movements and vehicular volumes are largely 
unaffected. Even with vehicles yielding for pedestrians as the crossing at Franklin Park, 
we do not anticipate any degradation of vehicular LOS. 

Q 10.  I very much appreciate this entire team’s work on this.  As you can see, I eagerly support this 
being built as soon as possible.  It’s going to be especially difficult to wait 6-7 years or more, 
watching our friends from Round Hill strolling along their now completed trail – watching from the 
parking lot, sitting in our cars at Franklin Park.  What are the next steps for this to proceed?  
Loudoun County vote?   How is the town of Purcellville involved in next steps?   This is my final 
question!  Thank you. 

A: • Thank you for your support. The next steps are: 
• The design team will move forward with preliminary design to further refine the 

alignment and determine the details of the trail and the crossing at the Franklin Park 
entrance; 

• The County is in the midst of its budget development for fiscal year 2023, and the 
Capital Improvement Program 2023-2028, and Supervisor Buffington has suggested 
accelerating this project – ultimately to be determined by the Board. 
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• Regarding the Town of Purcellville, the County will coordinate with the Town of 
Purcellville throughout the design process to ensure that we are meeting both Town 
standards as well as VDOT standards. 

• When providing comments to the County, please provide a copy of the comments to 
the Town of Purcellville – as the Town will be formally providing recommendations to 
Loudoun County. The Town Council will hold a community meeting involving all 
entities, so the Council can personally hear any comments from the community.  

Q 11.  Level of Service follow up: at transition from trail to sidewalk this seems to indicate a drop 
from potential LOS A or B to D or F when bikes dump onto roadway without bike lanes. 

A: • For the condition inside the Town where there is a sidewalk but no on-street bike lanes 
(existing conditions), the level of service for a road like this is controlled by 
intersections. If there are on-street bicycles, it is acknowledged that this would slow 
traffic as they follow the bicycles, but it would typically not degrade the level of service 
to a point of concern, as this is determined by the intersections.  

• Loudoun County will coordinate with the Town of Purcellville to ensure the design is 
in agreement with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  

Received but not Mentioned in Formal Presentation: 

Comment 1.  Thank you. 

A: • Comment acknowledged. 

Comment 2.  Thanks to all members of the team and the Town, I hold out hope that the original joint 
vision between Town and LoCo from 2000 can finally be acted on. It is essential the Town be 
included in ALL stages not brought in at the end.  

A: • Comment acknowledged. 

 


