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Shared Use Path Draft Recommendations 

 

The Adopted Loudoun County 2019 Countywide Transportation Plan (CTP) designates the ultimate cross 

section for Route 9 to include a 10-ft shared use path on one side of the roadway.  The study team 

performed a planning-level assessment to identify the optimal side of Route 9 for the shared use path.  

The graphic on the next page includes a map of the draft recommendations for the shared use path. 

 

Future shared use path users are expected to include families with children, visitors to the region who 

might be unfamiliar with local roads and alternate routes, Appalachian Trail hikers, and bicyclists at a 

variety of skill levels.  Future intersection configurations along Route 9 will evolve over time and 

intersection alternatives are also being presented as part of this study. However, the decision as to which 

side of Route 9 is optimal for the shared use path is largely independent of the intersection control 

decisions.  In the interest of safety, for the decisions regarding the optimal side of the road for the shared 

use path, priority was placed on minimizing the number of crossings across Route 9 and maximizing 

access to destinations and attractions. 

 

In addition, the study team considered the following factors when prioritizing side of the road, crossing 

locations, and types of accommodations for a shared use path facility along Route 9: 

 

• Proximity to other regional shared use paths and trails of significance (Washington & Old 

Dominion Trail to the southeast; Appalachian Trail to the northwest) 

• Presence of destinations and trip attractions along the corridor (schools, downtown centers, 

convenience stores/general stores, breweries and wineries, bed and breakfast locations) 

• Constrained sections of the roadway due to presence of historic and cultural resources, known 

wetland features, residential buildings close to the corridor 

• Consistency and limiting the number of crossings required for an active transportation user 

traveling the corridor by bicycle, for user safety and convenience (to avoid unnecessary crossings 

of the higher-speed roadway) 

• Where the trail falls on the opposite side of the roadway from key destinations and attractions, 

considering opportunities to provide an additional crossing to connect to those destinations. 

In summary, the study proposes an approximate 12-mile-long shared use path facility on one side of 

Route 9 from the West Virginia border to just west to Route 7, with an approximately 0.6-mile segment 

with shared on-road conditions for bicyclists through the Town of Hillsboro.  Please see the graphic on 

the next page for a map of the draft recommendations for the shared use path and shared road segment. 

The shared use path is recommended to be placed along the northern side of Route 9 through the core of 

the corridor based on preliminary review of existing conditions and land uses, with shorter sections of a 

shared use path alignment along the southern side of Route 9 on the northwest and southeast ends of 

the corridor. 
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Proposed Shared Use PathDRAFT

Stony Point Rd

Perform crossing study and
investigate crossing
treatments at the
Appalachian Trail crossing.

Shared use path
crossing will be
provided at the Harpers
Ferry Road intersection.

Assess appropriate crossing
treatment and transition
from road to path at Stony
Point Road based on
intersection configuration
in place at the time.

Transition bicyclists from shared use
path to on-road shared lane
conditions through downtown
Hillsboro.

Shared use path
crossing will be
provided at the
Clarkes Gap
Road
intersection.

Legend

These planning-level recommendations shown are subject to change in the future based on design
considerations such as right-of-way, utilities, and design-level feasibility assessment.

DRAFT

 Shared use path crossing

Crossing study

Enhanced crossing/transition at
roundabout

 Shared Use Path Recommendations


