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SUBJECT: Board of Supervisors’ Support of the Loudoun County 

School Board in Issuing a Formal Apology to the 
Community for the History of Operating Segregated 
Schools 

 
ELECTION DISTRICTS: Countywide 
 
CRITICAL ACTION DATE: September 1, 2020 
 
STAFF CONTACTS:  Tim Hemstreet, County Administrator 
 
PURPOSE: To seek support of the Board of Supervisors (Board) in joining the Loudoun County 
School Board (School Board) and Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) Superintendent in 
issuing a formal written statement of apology to the community for the history of operating 
segregated schools.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the Board confirm the Board’s interest in joining the 
School Board in issuing a statement of apology for the operation of segregated schools.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: On August 13, 2020, the County Administrator received a letter from the LCPS 
Superintendent (Attachment 1), sent at the direction of the School Board, inviting the Board to 
join the School Board and the School Superintendent in issuing a formal written statement of 
apology for the operation of segregated schools in Loudoun County.   
 
The School Board plans to announce on August 28, 2020, the 57th anniversary of the March on 
Washington and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream Speech,” its intention to apologize 
for Loudoun being one of the last school systems in the nation to desegregate its schools, three 
years after Dr. King’s speech and 14 years after the U.S. Supreme Court's Brown vs. Board of 
Education ruling that declared separate public schools based on race to be unconstitutional. The 
statement will include an apology for the School Board’s agreement to build a new high school for 
Students of Color that met standards of accreditation and provide school bus transportation 
throughout the County in exchange for the eight acres of land from the Countywide League 
(purchased in 1939 for $4,000), which the Countywide League sold to the School Board for $1 to 
build the high school. 
 
Board Leadership polled the Board regarding their interest in joining the School Board in the 
issuance of the apology and determined that the Board’s interest is positive. 
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ISSUES: Staff researched the history of the County’s role in the operation of segregated schools. 
The following information documents several occasions where the Board of Supervisors took 
actions in support of the continued segregation of schools.  
 
On January 3, 1956, as documented in the meeting minutes, the Board of Supervisors voted to 
support the proposed amendment to Section 141 of the Virginia State Constitution which 
ultimately allowed the use of public funds to be used for nonsectarian schools.  The purpose of the 
proposed amendment was to provide funding for white students to attend private schools and avoid 
attending integrated public schools.  On January 23, 1956, the Board of Supervisors and the 
Loudoun County School Board met jointly and discussed, among other topics, additions to both 
Douglass Elementary School and Douglass High School. According to the meeting minutes, the 
two Boards felt that no steps should be taken in construction of these additions unless “reasonable 
assurance was given by the parents of colored children of the County that they conform to the 
opinion that their education be promoted better by their continued school attendance on a 
segregated basis”. On August 6, 1956 the Board of Supervisors passed a resolution to stop funding 
public schools “if the federal government forced integration”.  The Board of Supervisors rescinded 
this action on August 6, 1962.  On September 4, 1956, the Board of Supervisors unanimously 
voted to request Virginia Delegate Phillips and Virginia Senator Button to support the Governor’s 
plan that was designed to ensure racial segregation, including giving the Governor the power to 
close any schools facing a federal desegregation order.   
 
In 1963, a U.S. federal court ordered Loudoun County to comply with Brown v. Board of 
Education and to approve all applications from African American children to attend formerly all-
white schools. In 1967, a U.S. federal court ordered Loudoun County to establish geographic 
attendance zones regardless of race in order to fully integrate all schools by the 1968-1969 school 
year. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: There is no fiscal impact associated with this item. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: The Board may choose to join the School Board and the School 
Superintendent in issuing a formal statement of acknowledgement and apology for the operation 
of segregated schools, or the Board may choose an alternative action. 
 
DRAFT MOTIONS: 
 
1. I move that the Board of Supervisors join the Loudoun County School Board in a formal 

statement of apology for the operation of segregated schools in Loudoun County. 
 
OR 
 
2. I move an alternate motion. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
1. August 13, 2020 Letter from Dr. Eric Williams, LCPS Superintendent 



LOUDOUN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, Virginia 20148 
Telephone: 571-252-1020 

Eric Williams. Ed. D. 
      Superintendent          August 13, 2020 

Mr. Tim Hemstreet, County Administrator 
County of Loudoun 
1 Harrison Street 
Leesburg, VA  20175  

Dear Mr. Hemstreet: 

I am writing at the direction of the School Board regarding a formal apology that the School Board and I plan to 
issue for the operation of segregated schools in Loudoun County. It is envisioned that the apology would 
include references to topics, including the following: 

● inequities during the era of segregation, such as inequitable school calendars, teacher salaries,
facilities, transportation, as well as instructional materials, supplies and equipment;

● purchasing the land for the Douglass School for only $1 from the Countywide League after the
League paid $4,000 for the land; and

● resistance by the School Board and Superintendent to integration of our schools during the era of
Massive Resistance.

The School Board directed me to contact you to extend an invitation to the Board of Supervisors to join the School 
Board and me in extending the apology.  

Loudoun County Public Schools fully owns its actions and will express its remorse for the operation of segregated 
schools, regardless of whether the Board of Supervisors wishes to join in extending the apology. The School Board 
asks that the Board of Supervisors reply, or ask that you reply on their behalf, regarding this invitation. 

If you would like to discuss this further, I can share additional details regarding our timeline and plans to invite 
community leaders from the LCPS Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee (MSAAC), the Loudoun 
Branch of the NAACP, the Loudoun/Douglass High School Alumni Association, and Friends of the Thomas Balch 
Library to provide feedback regarding the topics they believe should be covered in the apology.  

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Williams, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
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