
Date of Meeting: September 1, 2020 

# 15 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BUSINESS MEETING 
BOARD MEMBER INITIATIVE 

SUBJECT: Replacement of the Plaque on the WWI Memorial 

ELECTION DISTRICT(S): Countywide 

CRITICAL ACTION DATE: At the pleasure of the Board 

STAFF CONTACT(S): Rachael Mai, Chief of Staff to Supervisor Mike Turner 
Joel Gicker, Legislative Aide to Supervisor Mike Turner 

PURPOSE: The WWI Memorial on the Loudoun County Courthouse grounds bears a plaque with 
the names of servicemembers who fought and died in WWI. The names are segregated according 
to race, with the names of three African-American soldiers listed below two dividing lines on the 
plaque to separate them from the names of the White soldiers. This Board Member Initiative 
introduces a motion to schedule a public hearing on having the plaque removed and replaced with 
a near-identical plaque but listing all the names in alphabetical order.   

RECOMMENDATION(S): Supervisor Turner recommends scheduling a public hearing  
seeking public input about using funds currently in the War Memorial Trust Fund to remove and 
replace the plaque. 

BACKGROUND: The WWI memorial was erected on the Loudoun County Courthouse grounds 
in 1921 at the height of the “Jim Crow” era. Segregation was the law and widely accepted cultural 
norm in the Commonwealth of Virginia at the time. In 1921, the local American Legion asked the 
Board of Supervisors for permission to donate a plaque with the names of the fallen to be mounted 
on the WWI memorial. The donated plaque has the names segregated by race. On July 1, 2020, a 
new law took effect in the Commonwealth of Virginia permitting local governing bodies to 
remove, relocate, contextualize or cover monuments or memorials for veterans of any war or 
conflict. 

In recent years, Loudoun County American Legion posts and Veterans of Foreign Wars posts 
collaborated to raise funds to establish a War Memorial Trust Fund for the purpose of maintaining 
all the war memorials and monuments on the courthouse grounds. The balance of that fund is now 
$23,318.26 and the funds are administered by Loudoun County for the sole purpose of maintaining 
the memorials. 
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In July, 2020, Ashburn District Supervisor Mike Turner contacted American Legion Post 34 to 
find out if they were amenable to replacing the existing plaque with a plaque on which all names 
of the fallen are fully integrated and listed in alphabetical order.  
 
Following that communication, Supervisor Turner received a letter from the War Memorial Trust 
Committee comprising local veterans, members of American Legion Post 34, VFW Post 1177, 
and chaired by Judge Thomas Horn, Chairman of the Committee (Attachment 1). In that letter, the 
members of the committee stated, “We would add our names to the endorsement of the use of 
those funds in the War Memorial Trust Fund to replace the existing plaque with one where the 
names are integrated in alphabetical order.” The letter further states: “How the Board elects to 
spend those funds is within their complete discretion.” 
 
This Board Member Initiative introduces a motion to schedule a public hearing seeking public 
comment on replacing the existing plaque on the WWI memorial with a new plaque listing the 
names of all the fallen alphabetically without regard to race and to use funds from the War 
Memorial Trust Fund to fund this project. 
 
The County Administrator will be responsible for obtaining an artist’s rendition of the replacement 
plaque, commissioning its creation and commissioning a vendor to remove the old plaque and 
replace it with the new one.  
 
The motion further directs County staff to schedule a rededication ceremony of the newly 
renovated WWI memorial sometime in 2021 to commemorate the centennial anniversary of the 
memorial. 
 
ISSUES: To the extent that this memorial is an historical artifact, some may take issue with the 
fact that the Board of Supervisors is voting to alter a historical monument. The action could be 
considered controversial by some citizens of Loudoun County. The fact that the American Legion 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars posts endorse and support this action should mitigate any negative 
consequences of this action. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: This action has no fiscal impact. Funds already in the War Memorial Trust 
Fund have been authorized for this purpose. 
 
DRAFT MOTIONS: 
 
1. I move that the Board of Supervisors direct the County Administrator to schedule a public 

hearing seeking public comment on replacing the plaque currently on the WWI memorial 
statue and to place this item on a Board of Supervisors business meeting agenda subsequent to 
the public hearing for a vote. 

 
OR 
 
2. I move an alternate motion. 
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ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Letter from the War Memorial Trust Fund Committee.



Attachment 1
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