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Safety and Operational Study of Charles Town Pike (Route 9) 

Blue Ridge and Catoctin Election Districts 

 

Virtual Public Input Meeting 

Thursday, July 16, 2020 

6:00 – 8:00 PM 

 

Summary of Questions & Answers  

This document summarizes questions from the Live Q&A portion of the Virtual Public Input Meeting; 

specifically, those questions raised by attendees through advance written inquiries and questions asked 

during the live event by speakers and through the chat box. Responses to each question are provided. 

During the public input meeting, answers were not readily available to some of the questions and in those 

cases the answers have been incorporated in this summary document. 

 

Q1. Please advise on plans to improve access from Beacon Hill Road onto Route 9. As you know, there will be 

improvements made to Route 7 eastbound, closing access to Route 7 from Fort Johnston Road and Farm Market Road. 

This will increase the traffic accessing Route 9 from Beacon Hill Road. Roundabout here? 

A1: The purpose of this first public input meeting is to receive feedback on existing issues and challenges. Thank you 

for sharing your concerns with operations and safety at this location. The study team has not yet developed 

recommendations to share at this time. 

The data collected for the project was reviewed in response to the specific challenges of turning onto Route 7 

from Beacon Hill Road and the travel speeds on Route 9. During the 5.5-year period, there were three crashes at 

this location involving vehicles turning out of Beacon Hill Drive and the speeds in this area fall about 6-11 mph 

over the posted speed limit.  

Regarding the County’s Route 7 Improvements, Phase 3, Route 9 to the Dulles Greenway project, the preliminary 

concept plan maintains the right-in/right-out movement at Farm Market Road and the left turn access from Fort 

Johnston Road onto Route 7 is eliminated. We would like to emphasize that this concept is still in the preliminary 

stages and is subject to change as the design progresses. 

Q2. I was surprised to see that ~16,000 vehicles/day pass between West Virginia and Route 7 on Route 9. It is likely 

that most of those vehicles represent "through traffic," not making any stops along Route 9. Could we restrict through 

traffic on Route 9? It would really help with congestion, noise, safety, and preserving the rural nature of our 

community. In the very least, how about "no through trucks," such that only trucks making stops/deliveries along 

Route 9 would be allowed. This too would help reduce noise and congestion while improving the safety and rural 

beauty of Route 9. 

A2: As Route 9 is a public roadway, primary route, and minor arterial, its function for serving general through traffic 

is critical to the performance of the overall roadway network; it is not possible to restrict all through traffic on 

Route 9 permanently. 



 

Page 2 of 13 

Safety and Operational Study of Charles Town Pike (Route 9)- Summary of Question & Answers 

Regarding the second part of the question and through truck traffic, Virginia policy indicates that any local 

governing body can request VDOT to restrict the use of through trucks on any part of a primary or secondary 

highway that is under the jurisdiction of VDOT if there is a reasonable alternate route that is provided. For example, 

the alternate route would need to have the same or better roadway conditions for the additional trucks. For more 

information on VDOT’s Through Truck Restriction Program please see the following Frequently Asked Questions 

and Adopted Guidelines links below. 

VDOT Through Truck Restriction Program – Frequently Asked Questions  

VDOT Through Truck Restriction Program – Adopted Guidelines  

Through Truck Restrictions are not being considered on Route 9 as part of this particular County study. To initiate 

a through truck restriction request, please contact the appropriate District Supervisor.  

Your points regarding preservation, rural beauty, noise, congestion, and safety are noted, and the study team 

invites you to provide this perspective on priorities in the public input survey. 

Q3. Where can we see your traffic projections, and what is the origin/source of future traffic? 

A3: The future traffic projections are being developed from the Loudoun County Travel Demand Model. This model 

incorporates the latest future land use and roadway network improvements, which were documented, approved, 

and adopted in the Loudoun County 2019 Comprehensive Plan.  

Future traffic projections are still being developed and will be shared as part of future Public Input Meetings. 

Q4. As regards the future traffic demand study, what consideration is being given in the methodology to the potential 

long-term impact produced by the COVID shock on teleworking from home? 

A4: The study team acknowledges that there will be a change in the work trips due to COVID-19. This study is 

proceeding with the original forecasted traffic based on the countywide travel demand model, which is based on 

land use and countywide roadway network improvements from the adopted Loudoun County 2019 

Comprehensive Plan and Countywide Transportation Plan. The study team also considered historical traffic data 

and growth trends.  

Much like many other aspects of COVID-19, some things are hard to predict, including traffic. It is very difficult to 

judge what specific traffic impacts will be felt 20 years from now that are specifically related to the change in 

travel behavior from the pandemic. VDOT continues to monitor traffic volumes since the pandemic started. 

Q5. I'd like to follow up on the question about restricting through-truck traffic. I didn't quite understand the initial 

response. Route 7 seems to be a thoroughly viable alternative route, and would have a dramatic, positive impact on 

Route 9 traffic patterns. What would prevent Route 9 from restricting through-truck traffic? 

A5: There are multiple criteria and requirements for a roadway to qualify for through truck restriction in Virginia. In 

addition to Route 7 as an alternate route, the other roadways on which the trucks would travel in order to divert 

from Route 9 would need to be taken into account. 

In addition, according to the Virginia Guidelines referenced in Answer #2, the proposed restriction must also meet 

either of the following criteria: 

http://www.virginiadot.org/programs/resources/web_faqs_TTR_program.pdf
http://www.virginiadot.org/programs/resources/TTRGUIDELINE101603.pdf
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• The roadway is residential in nature. Typically, the roadway will be judged to be residential if there are 

at least 12 dwellings combined on both sides within 150' of the existing or proposed roadway center 

line per 1,000 feet of roadway.  

• The roadway must be functionally classified as either a local or collector. 

VDOT Through Truck Restriction Program – Adopted Guidelines  

The Virginia guidelines indicate “Failure to satisfy either of the above criteria will normally result in rejection of 

the requested through truck restriction.” Route 9 is functionally classified as a minor arterial.  

To initiate a through truck restriction request, please contact the appropriate District Supervisor.  

Q6. Question is where can we see your traffic projections, and what is the origin/source of future traffic? 

A6: The future traffic projections are being developed from the Loudoun County Travel Demand Model. This model 

incorporates the latest future land use and roadway network improvements, which were documented, approved, 

and adopted in the Loudoun County 2019 Comprehensive Plan.  

Future traffic projections are still being developed and will be shared as part of future Public Input Meetings. 

Q7. Regarding Craig Schneider's response about VDOT's Through Truck Restrictions, I believe that trucks are currently 

using alternative routes, in order to avoid the Hillsboro Rethink Route 9 construction project. They are not using the 

side streets, they are avoiding Route 9 altogether. All we are asking is to continue this pattern in the future. Could we 

study the trucks' traffic patterns outside of Route 9 over the next few months and come up with a proposal to VDOT 

regarding alternate routes? 

A7: That is correct, the current truck traffic patterns during temporary conditions for the Hillsboro Rethink Route 9 

construction are routed through the Regional Detour (Route 340 and Route 7). This is a temporary condition and 

was not approved by VDOT as a permanent truck detour.  

The Route 9 Corridor Safety and Operational Study does not include an assessment of the current alternate truck 

routes during the Hillsboro construction and does not include a Through Truck Restriction study. 

A permanent through truck restriction for Route 9 would be a broader issue involving neighboring jurisdictions 

and multiple agencies. To initiate a through truck restriction request, please contact the appropriate District 

Supervisor. 

Q8. Will you study the new truck traffic behavior that has been experienced during Hillsboro's detour? There has not 

been a single through truck since May 4.  

A8: The Route 9 Corridor Safety and Operational Study does not include additional data collection or special analysis 

regarding the truck traffic behavior that is a result of the Hillsboro temporary detour. 

A permanent through truck restriction for Route 9 would be a broader issue involving neighboring jurisdictions 

and multiple agencies. To initiate a through truck restriction request, please contact the appropriate District 

Supervisor. 

http://www.virginiadot.org/programs/resources/TTRGUIDELINE101603.pdf
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Q9. Where can we find the 2019 Travel Demand Model on the County's website? 

A9: To request the Loudoun County Travel Demand Model files, please contact the Route 9 Corridor Safety and 

Operational Study team through email Route9@loudoun.gov or by phone 703-737-8299. 

Q10. A follow-up question regarding through traffic on Route 9: Is anyone researching ways to incentivize through 

traffic commuters to take alternative routes instead of Route 9, or to disincentivize through traffic on Route 9? 

A10: There is no such study underway or plan to incentivize through traffic commuters to take alternate routes from 

Route 9.  

Q11. In estimating future traffic volumes, are you taking into account the induced demand from any potential 

widening? 

A11: Future traffic volumes are being developed for multiple Route 9 cross section scenarios (existing two-lane 

conditions and potential widened conditions). The modeling of the widened condition would account for induced 

demand in that the model considers additional available capacity on the roadway in the determination of 

projected volumes. In particular, the model was used to understand shifts in traffic patterns resulting from 

improvements to Route 9 as well as improvements to other facilities in the area, for both the widened and 

unwidened Route 9 forecasts. 

Q12. Is the study going to take into consideration other traffic patterns or solutions for the Route 9 - Route 7 

interchange? One that eliminates the circles. 

A12: The purpose of this Route 9 corridor study is to focus on the improvements between the two termini. The project 

scope does not include an assessment of the future configuration of the Route 9/Route 7 interchange. 

VDOT recently conducted a study for the Route 7 corridor that includes the subject interchange and their 

recommendations are under review. Once available, details from studies under the VDOT STARS program can be 

found here: VDOT STARS Program 

Q13. How do we request the study of the new traffic behavior that has been experienced during Hillsboro's detour? 

Also, how do we ask the Board of Supervisors submit a proposal to restrict through truck traffic? Clearly there are 

alternative routes, since trucks have been using them since May 4th (including using Highway 340 to get to Route 7). 

A13: Inquiries regarding the traffic behavior from the Hillsboro detour can be directed to the Town of Hillsboro at 

ReThink9 Contact Page. To initiate a through truck restriction request, please contact the appropriate District 

Supervisor.  

The study team acknowledges the temporary truck detour conditions currently in place during the Hillsboro 

construction. 

  

mailto:Route9@loudoun.gov
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/stars.asp
https://rethink9.com/contact/
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Q14. An issue for Loudoun villages along highways is noisy engine braking--day and night, as trucks slow for signals or 

intersections. What can this study (and Loudoun) do to prevent such disturbances--and to facilitate the county's ability 

to regulate engine braking? 

A14: In accordance with VDOT’s Traffic Engineering Division guidance, there are no state statutes restricting the use of 

engine brakes, although the Code of Virginia § 46.2-1049 requires that vehicles be equipped with an “exhaust 

system in good working order” that “prevents excessive or unusual levels of noise.” VDOT Traffic Engineering 

Instructional & Information Memorandum on Engine Braking and Other Noise Restriction Signs 

Because this issue is relative to motor vehicle regulations, and not related to traffic control or safety, VDOT 

documentation indicates “If future requests for engine braking or other motor vehicle related noise restriction 

measures are received, the requestor should be referred to the Department of Motor Vehicles or the applicable 

police agency to identify measures at their disposal to address the problem.” Virginia DMV Contact Page 

Q15. The roundabouts at Route 7 are poorly designed, causing many accidents. This is exacerbated by no enforcement 

of roundabout traffic rules by the Sheriff’s office. Can you redesign the roundabout and provide better public 

education--and enforcement? 

A15: The purpose of this Route 9 corridor study is to focus on the improvements between the two termini. The project 

scope does not include an assessment of the future configuration of the Route 9/Route 7 interchange. 

VDOT recently conducted a study for the Route 7 corridor that includes the subject interchange and their 

recommendations are under review. Once available, details from studies under the VDOT STARS program can 

be found here: VDOT STARS Program 

Q16. Can someone explain the benefit of roundabouts over traffic lights? It seems that roundabouts would favor 

bidirectional traffic, but not necessarily four-way traffic. 

A16: Roundabouts offer safety and operational benefits over traditional intersections operated by traffic signals. 

Some of these benefits, as documented on the VDOT website, include: 

• Improved safety: Reduces the number of points where vehicles can cross paths and eliminates the potential 

for right-angle and head-on crashes 

• Increased efficiency: Yield-controlled design means fewer stops, fewer delays and shorter queues 

• Safer speeds: Promotes lower vehicle speeds, giving drivers more time to react 

• Long-term cost effectiveness: No traffic signals means lower long-term costs for operations, utilities, and 

maintenance 

• Aesthetics: Allows for landscaping and beautification. 

More information on roundabouts are provided on this information web page: 

VDOT Innovative Intersections and Interchanges - Roundabout 

  

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter10/section46.2-1049/
http://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/traffic_engineering/memos/TE-316_Engine_Braking_Signs.pdf
http://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/traffic_engineering/memos/TE-316_Engine_Braking_Signs.pdf
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/general/#utilities/contact.asp
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/stars.asp
http://www.virginiadot.org/info/innovative_intersections_and_interchanges/roundabout.asp
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Q17. Why is the study looking at a four-lane alternative before doing the future traffic estimate? Was this authorized 

by the BOS? 

A17: Congestion on Route 9 is known, and it is clear that roadway capacity is a problem under existing traffic conditions. 

Such problems can be addressed through a variety of solutions, including but not limited to: intersection 

improvements, turn lanes, and/or additional through lanes (i.e., widening), among others. The study team has 

been charged with examining alternatives. 

As such, the study team is reviewing the collected data and determining viable alternatives based on the current 

and future roadway operations. The study team will be assessing existing cross section alternatives as well as 

potential widened cross section alternatives, and the technical findings will be brought to the community for 

review and comment. As of the date of these comments, no alternatives have been prepared, reviewed, or 

discussed with the Board of Supervisors; there are no predetermined outcomes or projects funded for design or 

construction. 

The ultimate determination of widening will depend on a combination of technical findings, community input, 

and decisions from the Board of Supervisors. 

The rural corridor safety and operational studies were requested by the Board of Supervisors during the 2017 

Transportation Summit. Documents related to that direction are accessible through the links that follow. 

2017 Transportation Summit:  

June 29, 2017 Rural Primary Roads Presentation 

June 29, 2017 Rural Primary Roads BOS Information Item #6 

Subsequent Direction from Board of Supervisors Business Meeting July 3 ,2018 

July 3, 2018 Rural Primary Roads BOS Action Item #4 

The Countywide Transportation Plan also acknowledges this study is being conducted. Specifically, on the 

Countywide Transportation Plan roadway maps in Appendix 1, Note (VI) “Safety and operational studies will be 

conducted along primary roadways in the Rural Policy Area to assess current roadway conditions and identify 

potential solutions to improve traffic flow and safety. Improvements based on these studies will be 

implemented as directed by the Board of Supervisors.” 

Q18. Please send us the consultant's scope of work letter and background county documents to verify your statement 

that you are not considering 4-laning. I hear conflicting assertions here. 

A18: It is necessary to look at alternatives to improve operations, and as such, various alternatives will be analyzed. 

There are no pre-determined outcomes. 

To obtain the scope of work and background county document specific to Route 9, contact the Route 9 Corridor 

Safety and Operational Study team through email Route9@loudoun.gov or by phone 703-737-8299. 

Other County background documents related to the safety and operational studies of primary roadways in the 

Rural Policy Area are accessible through the links that follow. 

2017 Transportation Summit:  

June 29, 2017 Rural Primary Roads Presentation 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flfportal.loudoun.gov%2FLFPortalInternet%2F0%2Fedoc%2F221591%2FItem%252006%2520Primary%2520Rural%2520Roads-Staff%2520Presentation.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMCavucci%40VHB.com%7Ccaded0fad42d4792f73b08d82f09358c%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C637311064949481659&sdata=Li8%2F4cu1KbBnACkMG4XK6wJmtv9b0h7JUdyroXlpJWE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flfportal.loudoun.gov%2FLFPortalInternet%2F0%2Fedoc%2F221219%2FItem%252006%2520Rural%2520Primary%2520Roads.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMCavucci%40VHB.com%7Ccaded0fad42d4792f73b08d82f09358c%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C637311064949486654&sdata=x1dfxdp8Brr2LCm6bogFTu4pdnUI3ZUDbuaGjpuJgZ8%3D&reserved=0
https://lfportal.loudoun.gov/LFPortalinternet/0/edoc/299049/Item%2004%20Primary%20Rural%20Roads%20Safety%20and%20Operational%20Studies.pdf
mailto:Route9@loudoun.gov
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flfportal.loudoun.gov%2FLFPortalInternet%2F0%2Fedoc%2F221591%2FItem%252006%2520Primary%2520Rural%2520Roads-Staff%2520Presentation.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMCavucci%40VHB.com%7Ccaded0fad42d4792f73b08d82f09358c%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C637311064949481659&sdata=Li8%2F4cu1KbBnACkMG4XK6wJmtv9b0h7JUdyroXlpJWE%3D&reserved=0
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June 29, 2017 Rural Primary Roads BOS Information Item #6 

Subsequent Direction from Board of Supervisors Business Meeting July 3 ,2018 

July 3, 2018 Rural Primary Roads BOS Action Item #4 

Q19. I was not aware that you are considering widening Route 9. For those of us, whose property abuts Route 9, does 

this mean enacting eminent domain?  

A19: The Route 9 Corridor Safety and Operational Study is in the early, preliminary planning stages to identify what 

improvements may be appropriate. These may or may not include alternatives and recommendations that 

involve widening.  

Right of way needs associated with any alternatives are not certain at this time, nor are there any projects 

funded for final design, right of way, or construction. Eminent domain is not something considered at this 

planning stage.  

If a project is funded in the CIP for design and construction , the right of way acquisition process typically 

begins in latter stages of design. After minimizing any right of way needs during the design phase, Loudoun 

County follows the right of way process in accordance with VDOT guidelines. For more information about this 

process, please refer to the VDOT Guide for Property Owners and Tenants, accessible through this link: VDOT 

Guide for Property Owners and Tenants 

Please see also the response to #17 regarding widening. 

Q20. As you know, good broadband is hard to find in western Loudoun, and may account for what appears to be very 

low public participation. This may lead to much greater problems for this process down the road. Sending each rural 

resident--by USPS--a letter describing the process and how they can get involved and provide input would be a better 

way to ensure public voices are heard. In addition, a Facebook page moderated by focus group members would 

provide additional input. 

A20: The county recognizes that broadband service is not available in all parts of the county. To obtain a paper copy 

of the survey and all meeting material via mail, please contact the study team at Route9@loudoun.gov or call 

703-737-8299. The study team also reached out to the Focus Group encouraging them to spread the word to 

the community and neighbors regarding the Public Input Meeting, including the option to obtain paper 

material and provide input outside of the electronic media options. 

The Focus Group is encouraged to share information about this study to their community and neighbors, asking 

them to be conduits to the community. A Focus Group member may choose to communicate through a 

moderated Facebook page, as suggested. Should a Focus Group member choose to do this, it would be 

conducted independently from the county study team and county staff. 

  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flfportal.loudoun.gov%2FLFPortalInternet%2F0%2Fedoc%2F221219%2FItem%252006%2520Rural%2520Primary%2520Roads.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMCavucci%40VHB.com%7Ccaded0fad42d4792f73b08d82f09358c%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C637311064949486654&sdata=x1dfxdp8Brr2LCm6bogFTu4pdnUI3ZUDbuaGjpuJgZ8%3D&reserved=0
https://lfportal.loudoun.gov/LFPortalinternet/0/edoc/299049/Item%2004%20Primary%20Rural%20Roads%20Safety%20and%20Operational%20Studies.pdf
https://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/Right_of_way/A_Guide_for_Property_Owners_and_Tenants.pdf
https://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/Right_of_way/A_Guide_for_Property_Owners_and_Tenants.pdf
mailto:Route9@loudoun.gov
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Q21. What steps will you be taking to ensure that survey respondents are in fact those who use Route 9? For example, 

asking them to provide their address and where they commute to daily. In addition, what steps are you taking to 

ensure that the online survey is not manipulated by bots, developer interests, or others who do not live along or use 

the road. 

A21: This County project has allowed any and all members of the public to respond to the active survey from Friday, 

July 10, 2020 through Friday, July 31, 2020. At the end of the survey, participants are asked to provide their 

home and work zip code as well as additional questions regarding how often they drive Route 9 and why they 

drive Route 9. These questions are optional as the County cannot require participants to provide personal 

information about themselves.  

Any and all information that is collected by this survey will be reviewed by the study team to help develop a 

detailed understanding of the corridor, such as public perspectives, travel experiences, and roadway priorities. 

The team is aware ballot box stuffing can occur when surveys are created. Ballot box stuffing is defined as a 

participant or group of participants attempting to sway the results of the survey by making multiple repeated 

entries on the activate survey link. The survey collects user IP addresses, timestamps when the survey is 

completed, and response patterns. As such, the study team will review this data for all survey responses to check 

the results are not manipulated by participants.  

Q22. VDOT’s and Loudoun's road "improvement" projects have historically maximized "throughput" and LOS at the 

expense of local access. Route 9, as shown on your map, is flush with local venues that support the rural economy. 

Your plan should prioritize local traffic that supports local residents and local business. The last BOS voted to spend 

nearly $400 million to widen Route 15, which will serve interstate traffic at the expense of our local economy. 

Translation: Loudoun and Virginia taxpayers are paying for an out-of-state problem. Likewise, on Route 9, at least 

three-quarters of the traffic is interstate. Why--especially in these times--why should Loudoun citizens pay to solve a 

West Virginia problem (and also encourage new housing development along the corridor), when they clearly have 

indicated they don't want either new traffic or new development? 

A22: The Public Input Meeting survey includes a section specifically seeking input on priorities. The priorities 

mentioned in this comment, such as local business access and rural preservation, are the types of feedback 

being sought through that survey Loudoun County Route 9 Survey.  

Q23. Can you please share the firm that Ms. Cavucci represents, and can she give examples of the projects she has 

completed in rural tourism areas along historic and scenic corridors? 

A23: The consultant project manager, Michelle Cavucci, is with the firm VHB. VHB is a multidisciplined planning and 

civil engineering firm that is under contract to Loudoun County Department of Transportation and Capital 

Infrastructure. Examples of such studies completed for which Michelle contributed include: 

• Route 15 Safety Study from Leesburg to Point of Rocks 

• Route 50 Traffic Calming Improvements (four roundabouts at and around Route 15 and Route 50) 

• Safety Improvements on Route 15 at Point of Rocks 

• Eastern Shore Safety Study of Route 175 and Route 13 (Wallops Island) 

https://route9study.metroquest.com/
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Q24. The presentation mentioned focus groups. I think I saw one of the earlier meetings was with local businesses. 

Who forms the memberships of these focus groups, who selected them, and do they include residents and not just 

businesses? 

A24: The members of the focus group are: Coalition of Loudoun Towns (COLT), Piedmont Environmental Council 

(PEC), Save Rural Loudoun, Loudoun Valley Church, Rural Economic Development Council (REDC), Hillsboro 

Charter Academy, Greater Hillsboro Business Alliance, Representative of the Village of Paeonian Springs, 

Loudoun Wineries Association, Shell Gas Station Owner, Bed and Breakfast Guild (B&B Guild), Sweet Springs 

Country Store, Loudoun County Brewers Association, John and/or Judith Lovegrove, Property Owners, Saratoga 

HOA, Beacon Hill HOA, Birch Hollow HOA.  

The focus group member list includes both residents and businesses, and it was generated in coordination with 

the District Supervisors. Focus Group meetings are open to the public; members of the public are invited to 

observe these meetings. Additional public meetings will be held at later stages during the project.  

Q25. Your citizen focus groups are only HOAs. Most area residents don't live in HOAs. So you are not providing direct 

representation to most residents. 

A25: Residents are offered input opportunities throughout the study. Focus Group meetings are open to the public 

where all are welcome to observe the Focus Group meetings. 

Q26. I did not hear a representative from the Loudoun County Conservation & Preservation Coalition. 

A26: The request to add the LCPCC is currently under review by the study team and the appropriate district 
Supervisor.  

Q27. I agree that Route 9 should remain a two-lane rural road. Many of us own property along Route 9. If you widen 

Route 9, would you enact eminent domain? Please realize how serious this is for property owners and taxpayers...it is 

not something to be taken lightly. Please respect our property rights and wishes.  

A27: The community’s interest in rural preservation and property impacts is important to the study team. There are 

opportunities to provide further feedback to this regard in the Public Input Meeting survey and we invite you to 

elaborate further through that survey Loudoun County Route 9 Survey. 

Please see also the response to #19 above regarding eminent domain.  

Q28. To respond to Susan Glass--the focus group does not include non-HOA residents who are not associated with 

the few nonprofits, the one church or Hillsboro Academy. 

A28: The focus group member list was generated in coordination with the District Supervisors. Focus Group meetings 

are open to the public; members of the public are invited to observe these meetings. Residents are also offered 

input opportunities throughout the study. Additional public meetings will be held at later stages during the 

project. 

  

https://route9study.metroquest.com/
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Q29. My question about a mailing to all residents was not answered. 

A29: During the Live Q&A event, the study team appreciated when attendees pointed out chat comments that were 

missed, such as this one. Thank you. 

The county recognizes that broadband service is not available in all parts of the county. To obtain a paper copy 

of the survey and all meeting material via mail, please contact the study team at Route9@loudoun.gov or call 

703-737-8299. The study team also reached out to the Focus Group encouraging them to spread the word to 

the community and neighbors regarding the Public Input Meeting, including the option to obtain paper 

material and provide input outside of the electronic media options. 

Q30. Great that you can mail out materials upon request, but with poor broadband, many residents will not know this 

project is underway. This happened on Route 15. 

A30: This project has been communicated to the community from the District Supervisors’ offices. One role of the 

Focus Group is also to be a conduit to share information about the study with the community and neighbors. 

The county will continue to explore additional options for outreach for future Public Input Meetings. 

The county recognizes that broadband service is not available in all parts of the county. To obtain a paper copy 

of the survey and all meeting material via mail, please contact the study team at Route9@loudoun.gov or call 

703-737-8299. The study team also reached out to the Focus Group encouraging them to spread the word to 

the community and neighbors regarding the Public Input Meeting, including the option to obtain paper 

material and provide input outside of the electronic media options. 

Q31. But LCPCC should have direct representation. It has 51 member organizations, representing 5000+ residents. 

A31: The request to add the LCPCC is currently under review by the study team and the appropriate district 
Supervisor. 

Q32. Future travel demand—the model the county uses does not meet federal standards, exaggerates future demand, 

and severely underestimates induced demand. Also, the County uses travel analysis zones based on regional averaged 

models, not on local zoning or public opinion that strongly supports limited growth. Do you plan to use the same tools 

for assessing future travel demand on Route 9? 

A32: The future traffic projections are being developed from the Loudoun County Travel Demand Model. This model 

incorporates the latest future land use and roadway network improvements, which were documented, approved, 

and adopted in the Loudoun County 2019 Comprehensive Plan. The model has been reviewed by VDOT and 

deemed in alignment with their modeling best practices and suitable for traffic forecasting applications. The 

FHWA has helped produce a number of guidance documents regarding travel model best practices it recognizes 

that every region, and thus travel model, is by necessity unique. The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) is the 

general and permanent rules published by the Federal Register by the departments and agencies of the Federal 

government. Federal standards, set forth in 23 CFR Part 450 and 40 CFR Part 93, around travel modeling relate to 

the use of travel models to estimate vehicle emissions and the determination of conformity. In particular, these 

standards only apply to “serious, severe or extreme ozone or serious carbon monoxide non-attainment areas”; 

Loudoun County (and the Washington DC MPO of which it is a part), does not fall into this classification that are 
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compiled regionally. Regional models assist in establishing the baseline existing conditions for households, 

population and employment but the future land use projections for the number of households, population, and 

employment are produced by the County. The regional models do not produce the future land use projections 

for the individual jurisdictions. 

Q33. The slide depicting average speeds along Route 9 shows that this road is designed for speeding, and as you 

stated, drivers will drive at the speed that they feel they can, regardless of the posted speed limit. The county’s decision 

on Route 15 north of Leesburg is for a design that will increase speeding. I would like to know if you are planning to 

design the Route 9 to make drivers feel uncomfortable speeding, or if you are going to follow the Route 15 model? 

A33: The study is in the early stages and future improvement alternatives have not yet been developed or evaluated.  

Q34. Several funding applications the county submitted for Route 15 made clear that a goal was to promote more 

interstate traffic from Maryland. Please share any preliminary directives to the consultant or other internal documents 

that may shed light on whether encouraging more interstate traffic from West Virginia is a goal of this project. 

A34: To obtain copies of requested documents, please contact the Route 9 Corridor Safety and Operational Study 

team through email Route9@loudoun.gov or by phone 703-737-8299. 

Q35. A plan for a bypass on Route 9 was inserted into the 2007 draft CTP after the public comment period ended, at 

the request of a developer. It was removed after public outcry. A similar developer widening plan for Route 15 north of 

Leesburg was also removed. But in 2017 the Route 15 North project’s consultant noted that that developer proposal 

for adding capacity on Route 15 was part of its mandate. Can you please share with us the background documents so 

that the public can assess whether the county’s intention is to add capacity and bypasses on Route 9? 

A35: To obtain the background county document specific to Route 9, please contact the Route 9 Corridor Safety and 

Operational Study team through email Route9@loudoun.gov or by phone 703-737-8299. 

Other County background documents related to the safety and operational studies of primary roadways in the 

Rural Policy Area are accessible through the links that follow. 

2017 Transportation Summit:  

June 29, 2017 Rural Primary Roads Presentation 

June 29, 2017 Rural Primary Roads BOS Information Item #6 

Subsequent Direction from Board of Supervisors Business Meeting July 3 ,2018 

July 3, 2018 Rural Primary Roads BOS Action Item #4 

  

mailto:Route9@loudoun.gov
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flfportal.loudoun.gov%2FLFPortalInternet%2F0%2Fedoc%2F221591%2FItem%252006%2520Primary%2520Rural%2520Roads-Staff%2520Presentation.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMCavucci%40VHB.com%7Ccaded0fad42d4792f73b08d82f09358c%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C637311064949481659&sdata=Li8%2F4cu1KbBnACkMG4XK6wJmtv9b0h7JUdyroXlpJWE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flfportal.loudoun.gov%2FLFPortalInternet%2F0%2Fedoc%2F221219%2FItem%252006%2520Rural%2520Primary%2520Roads.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMCavucci%40VHB.com%7Ccaded0fad42d4792f73b08d82f09358c%7C365c5e99f68f4beb89d9abecb41b1a1b%7C0%7C0%7C637311064949486654&sdata=x1dfxdp8Brr2LCm6bogFTu4pdnUI3ZUDbuaGjpuJgZ8%3D&reserved=0
https://lfportal.loudoun.gov/LFPortalinternet/0/edoc/299049/Item%2004%20Primary%20Rural%20Roads%20Safety%20and%20Operational%20Studies.pdf
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Q36. Could you please address the last part of Ms. Polkey's fourth question as to whether widening Route 9 is an 

option under consideration in the study? 

A36: The study team is reviewing data and determining viable alternatives based on the current and future roadway 

operations. The study team will be assessing existing cross section alternatives as well as potential widened cross 

section alternatives, and the technical findings will be brought to the community for review and comment. The 

ultimate determination of widening will depend on a combination of technical findings, community input, and 

decisions from the Board of Supervisors. 

It is necessary to look at alternatives to improve operations, and as such, various alternatives will be analyzed. 

There are no pre-determined outcomes nor is there funding identified for design, right of way, or construction. 

Q37. Crossing or turning onto Route 9 from Route 611 (Purcellville Road) is often dangerous because of high speed 

traffic on Route 9, particularly between the hours of 6 am to 9 am and 3 pm to 7 pm. What measures can or will be 

taken to address that danger? 

A37: The study team is familiar with the challenges described and the assessment of travel speeds in the area is 

supported by data. Vehicles are traveling approximately 10 miles over the posted speed limit around this area. 

Crashes were reviewed at this location, and during the 5.5-year period, four angle crashes were reported, or a 

little under a crash a year. This subset of crashes involved vehicles coming out of Purcellville Road, the situation 

described in this question. Regarding speed, the corridor study includes identifying enforcement areas at 

multiple spots along Route 9 for officers to sit and have better opportunity for enforcement, in an effort to 

reduce travel speeds. 

Regarding the intersection-specific improvements, your input is helpful as the study team is considering short-

term and long-term recommendations at this intersection, including potential traffic control devices and turn 

lanes at the intersection. Findings are not prepared to present at this particular meeting but sharing the 

challenges at this location now is helpful. 

Q38. What are the future traffic projections? What local projects are anticipated to generate traffic? What portion is 

locally generated and what is “through”? 

A38: Future traffic projections are still being developed and will be shared as part of future Public Input Meetings. 

The future traffic projections are being developed from the Loudoun County Travel Demand Model. This model 

incorporates the latest future land use and roadway network improvements, which were documented, approved, 

and adopted in the Loudoun County 2019 Comprehensive Plan. 

Regarding the question about locally-generated traffic versus “through” traffic, a data sample from existing 

conditions probe data was evaluated. Probe data is information obtained from internet-ready devices that 

traverse the roadway network, such as cellular phones or connected vehicles. This anonymized sample of data 

was reviewed for the morning peak period and evening peak periods during January 1, 2019 through May 31, 

2019 During those peak periods, in the peak direction approximately 40-50% of the traffic on Route 9 is 

proceeding through. This is an approximation and not based on tracking of every vehicle through the network. 
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Q39. This comment refers to Display Board 2 (prepared for the July 16 public input meeting) and the ongoing task of 

estimating future traffic volumes. In estimating future traffic volumes, the study team should take into account the 

number and density of subdivisions currently planned and under construction along the corridor. Display Board 2 

highlights a minor development on Heskett Road north of Hillsboro, but does not refer to other much larger 

developments, such as Millers Reserve. 

A39: At the time the Display Board was created, the Millers Reserve development was not yet approved, however, it is 

now approved.  

The traffic forecasts are going to be based on much more than those projects shown on that display board. 

Forecasts will be based on the Loudoun County Travel Demand Model and the land use as shown in the 

Adopted Loudoun County 2019 Comprehensive Plan. 

Q40. There are projects planned on and around the Route 9 corridor, including those that may divert traffic off Route 

9. A previous study estimated that 15% of traffic would divert from Route 9 by traveling along Route 690, particularly 

with the new interchange at Route 7 & Route 690. Various side streets are not sufficiently designed to handle this 

additional traffic, how is that being considered? 

A40: The Loudoun County Travel Demand Model includes the roadway improvements on and around Route 9 that 

align with the 2019 Countywide Transportation Plan, including the interchange at Route 7 and Route 690. The 

model will provide estimated volumes on Route 690 as a result of that change, and those will be available at 

future stages of the study.  

The Route 9 Corridor Safety & Operational Study is focusing on improvements to Route 9 and does not include 

detailed evaluation of improvements to other roadway segments. Should volumes appear high and this issue 

deserve additional consideration, further study of such issues on other roadways could be a recommendation 

that comes out of the Route 9 Corridor study. 

 


