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"Little Gems" is a quarterly newsletter published by the Clerk of the Circuit Historic Records Division.
"Little Gems" refers to a binder of interesting references compiled by retired Deputy Clerk, Louisa
Hutchison. Since the formation of the county, the Clerks have squirreled away notes which listed things to
remember, interesting facts, and things that were just down right oddities. Over time these notes went from
scraps of paper tucked in desks or books, to an organized binder, now called the "Book of Little Gems."
The Historic Records newsletter is meant to provide you information about upcoming programs and exhibits, updated indexes, processed records, tips for research, as well as some articles on a few of the "Little
Gems" we have found.

Land Records & Deed Research
Loudoun is one of only a few counties in the Commonwealth that has records dating from its formation in
1757 when it split from Fairfax County. The Historic Records and Deed Research division includes court
records from 1757-1980’s and land records from 1757-present. Research can be conducted by using both
in-house and online databases as well as paper indexes. Our staff can provide guidance and suggestions to
start your research but cannot provide research services or legal advice. To prepare for your visit please
review our online links to indexes and county databases which provide a starting point in your records
research.
If you Visit the Archives
There is a court order that establishes court security protocols that serve the best interests of all visitors to
the various courts and court-related offices in the Courts Complex. Therefore, electronic mobile devices
such as cellphones with cameras, laptop computers, and electronic tablets are currently not permitted in the
Courts Complex. To assist the patrons of the Historic Records/Archives research division, the Clerk’s
Office provides computer workstations with internet access so our patrons can review the websites of other
historic records museums and historic records research organizations to assist with research needs in the
Clerk’s Office.
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George K. Fox Jr. took all of the
court records and hid them in
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War.
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THE MANAGER’S ORDER BOOK: Welcome to the Spring Edition of “Little Gems”
By: Eric Larson
The big story in Historic Records is the upcoming May 3, First Friday event, “Sign
on the Dotted Line”: Famous Signatures in Loudoun County. This Blockbuster Exhibition
will feature famous signatures on records, letters and documents from the collections of
Historic Records, Fairfax Clerk of the Circuit Court Historic Records Room and the
Thomas Balch Library.
The centerpiece of this event are the wills of George and Martha Washington.
Washington’s will is rarely on display to the public, and for one night you have the opportunity to view it! Fairfax will have a number of other documents on display, including a
church pew deed from Pohick Church signed by George Washington and George Mason.
Loudoun County Historic Records will have a 1774 deed signed by Washington, and documents with
signatures from presidents James Madison, James Monroe and John Tyler. Other records will include a FBI
forensic report signed by FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover, and a court document signed by the famous civil
rights attorney and leader Charles Houston. In addition, a recently found record with the signature of Robert
Pleasants, a Quaker abolitionist, who founded the Virginia Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery
will be on exhibit.
The Thomas Balch Library will display a variety of documents, a ship passport with James Monroe
and John Quincy Adams signatures, and Margaret Mercer’s signature on a Certificate of Merit to Susan
Chichester from Belmont Academy. Balch will also exhibit a cartoon signed by Walt Kelly, famous for his
syndicated cartoon Pogo, and artist for Walt Disney.
This one-night exhibition is a unique opportunity for you to view the actual signatures by individuals
who shaped over 200 years of American history. Hope to see all of you at the courthouse on May 3!
Gary Clemens, Clerk of the Circuit Court, and his staff would like to thank John Frye Fairfax Clerk of
the Circuit Courts and the Thomas Balch Library for their participation in this event.
Other News

The Library of Virginia blog page “Out of the Box” Notes from the Archives @ Library of Virginia”
has an article by deputy clerk Melissa Murphy describing her project indexing the names of the enslaved people from Loudoun’s Chancery suits.
Historic Records clerk Sarah Markel is indexing all the Guardian Order Books. Once the project is
completed the majority of Loudoun’s guardian records and books will be indexed. Once the index is proofed
it will be added to our online indexes.
Court Order Book A (1757-1761), Loudoun County’s first Court Order Book, has returned from conservation. Conservation of this book was funded by a grant from the Virginia Daughters of the American
Revolution Preservation of Records Fund Judith J. Surber, State Regent, 2016-2019. The Court Order Book
will be on display at our June First Friday program.
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“Little Gem” : Would someone be able to read your handwriting?
By: Sarah Markel

Looking at the documents in our collection I often find myself thinking about handwriting.
Our written language is how we communicate ideas, lessons, and our collective history. To paraphrase an old saying; If someone writes down an event and no one is able to read it 100 years from
now, did it really happen? Now this is a stretch, but think to your everyday life, have you ever had a
spouse or a coworker give you a list of items only to find that you could not make out a word or two?
While processing the records in our collection we sometimes find handwriting such as that of
Mr. Charles Binn’s Sr. as shown above and it is very easy to read and index. While other times we
find writing such as shown below from a Justice of the Peace and it can take a bit more time and
effort to decipher.
Some of the more difficult items to decipher in the documents are names and signatures.
Think to your own signature, Is it legible? If you were signing a document would people 100 years
from now be able to tell who signed it?
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Unique Pew Deed on display from Fairfax Circuit Court
By Heather Bollinger, Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Manager
One of the items that the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center is proud to display at the
“Famous Signatures” event is an original 1774 Pew Deed for Pohick Church. At the time Pohick Church
was built (1774), it was an Anglican custom for landed gentry to purchase private box pews to provide private space at public worship. The custom also helped defray the cost of the new church’s construction.
Fairfax Circuit Court is custodian of three original deeds for church pews in Pohick Church, dated
to 1774, signed by George Washington, George Mason, and other Fairfax County notables such as Daniel
McCarty, Alexander Henderson, and the Triplett
brothers, who were members of the Vestry of Truro
Parish. The deeds for approximately 20 pews were
recorded in the deed books
of Fairfax Court, so the
court copies exist; but of
these, only three originals
survive. We suspect that
the remaining originals
were burned or disappeared
during the Civil War.
The pew deed pictured is for the pew Martin
Cockburn purchased (pew
#13) from the Truro Parish
Vestry in March 1774.
Fairfax Circuit
Court staff is looking forward to the “Famous Signatures” event and we hope
to see you on May 3!
Visit us! The Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records
Center is open Monday
through Friday, 8 am to 4
pm, with courthouse and
records center tours every
Friday at 3 pm. Call 703246-4168 for more information.
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Mediterranean Pass
By Laura Christiansen , The Thomas Balch Library
Thomas Balch Library staff look
forward to sharing some interesting signed
items from our collections on May 3 as part
of Sign on the Dotted Line: Famous Signatures from Loudoun County.
One we look forward to sharing is a
passport with the signatures of two United
States Presidents.
The Mediterranean Pass for the ship
Rising Sun is signed by then President
James Monroe and Secretary of State John
Quincy Adams and was issued on 9 June
1819.
The Mediterranean Pass was the
result of a 1796 law requiring US citizen
ship owners to have passports to verify the
ship's country of origin. This was in response to piracy in the Mediterranean off of
the Barbary Coast.
Ships of the newly independent
United States could no longer rely on the
British for protection and needed a way to
identify themselves. The passes were cut in
a scalloped pattern and sent to the US consuls so they could authenticate the passes.
The US eventually fought two small
wars in the region against the pirates in
1801 and 1815. After this, danger in the
region waned and the Mediterranean pass
became unnecessary.

Mediterranean Pass for Rising sun, 1819-1924 (SC
0009), Thomas Balch Library, Leesburg, VA.
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Abolitionist Language in Kitty’s Indenture: Record of the Pleasants Family in Loudoun County
By Alyssa Fisher
On October 18, 1778 Samuel Pleasants signed a document transferring his indentured servant “a
negroe [sic] girl named Kitty, aged about six years” to Edward and Mary Stabler. The document identified
Samuel Pleasants of Philadelphia, and the Stablers from Petersburg, Virginia. Provisions for Kitty included
“sufficient meat, drink, apparel and lodging, during the time of her servitude,” but also included “to give her
every allowance and advantage that white people in the like situation are intitled [sic] to.” The deliberate
language of this line, and the social and political issues regarding race in the eighteenth century, inspired
further research into Samuel Pleasants, and other parties involved in the transaction.1
According to the indenture, neither Samuel Pleasants, nor the Stablers lived in Loudoun County though
Samuel Pleasants did own property in the county from 1777 to 1794. Both Samuel Pleasants and the Stablers
most likely had ties to the area, specifically through their faith, among the large population of Quakers in
Loudoun. Though not much is known about the specific circumstance as to why Pleasants submitted the
indenture paperwork to the Loudoun Clerk of Court, it is plausible that he submitted documentation while in
the area.2
Witnesses listed on the indenture document included Samuel Hopkins, Samuel Emler Jr., and Robert
Pleasants. Samuel Hopkins and Samuel Emler Jr. both appeared in Quaker meeting minutes in Philadelphia. A
certificate from the Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, which affirmed the good character of Emler Jr. and his
wife, included the signature of Anthony Benezet. Benezet, a leading Quaker abolitionist, wrote a number of
works against slavery and spoke for social reform and equality. Being in the same social sphere as Benezet,
may have influenced both Samuel Hopkins and Samuel Emler Jr. to be witness to Kitty’s indenture with strong
language for equality among races.3
Robert Pleasants felt as strongly against slavery as Benezet and fought in his lifetime to free enslaved
people. Brother to Samuel Pleasants, and born in Henrico County, Virginia to a slaveholding family, Robert
Pleasants sought ways to emancipate the slaves of his family’s estates. In Colonial Virginia, the House of
Burgesses retained the power to manumit enslaved people for meritorious service. Slaveholders at the time did
not have the legal ability to manumit slaves, though a growing antislavery movement in the late 1700s
encouraged some that a law would soon be in place. Robert Pleasants persuaded his father and brother to make
provisions in their wills to free enslaved people of their estates once a manumission law passed. Unfortunately,
when Pleasant’s father and brother died in 1771 and 1777, no law existed, and Robert Pleasants reluctantly
divided the enslaved people of those estates among other family members.4
Disrupted by the Revolutionary War, legislation did not pass until the Manumission Act of 1782.
During the war Robert Pleasants freed some of the enslaved people from his father’s estate illegally,
eventually incurring fines. Once the 1782 law passed, Pleasants legally freed them, but encountered
difficulties from his other family members who refused to free the enslaved people acquired from his father’s
and brother’s wills. The Virginia Yearly Meeting of Quakers ruled in 1784 that Quakers who owned slaves
and refused to free them would be expelled. Many of Pleasant’s family members chose to leave the Society of
Friends instead of freeing their slaves. In 1790, Robert Pleasants pushed further petitioning the General
Assembly to enforce his father’s and brother’s wills. The General Assembly responded suggesting the case
should go to court.5
1 Kitty, 1778, Loudoun County Indentures & Bound Out Children, Loudoun County Clerk’s Office.
2 Mahlon Taylor to Samuel Pleasants, June 5, 1777, Deed Book L, p 289-294, Loudoun County Clerk’s Office; Samuel Pleasants to Thomas Respass, November 15, 1794, Deed Book W, p 49-52, Loudoun County Clerk’s
Office; Kitty, 1778, Loudoun County Indentures & Bound Out Children, Loudoun County Clerk’s Office; A. Glenn Crothers, Quakers Living in the Lion’s Mouth: The Society of Friends in Northern V irginia, 1730-1865
(Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, 2012), 91-92.
3 Minutes April 27, 1764, Minutes 1757-1772, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Minutes, Haverford College, Haverford, Pennsylvania, digital image, Ancestry.com, accessed February 6, 2019, www.ancestrylibrary.com;
Minutes June 26, 1767, Minutes 1757-1772, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Minutes, Haverford College, Haverford, Pennsylvania, digital image, Ancestry.com, accessed February 6, 2019, www.ancestrylibrary.com;
“Anthony Benezet,” Quakers in the World, accessed February 4, 2019, http:/www.quakersintheworld.org/quakers-in-action/60/Anthony-Benezet.
4 “A Guide to the Pleasants family Papers, 1745-1898,” Accession Number 41008, Library of Virginia: Richmond, VA, 2004, accessed January 18, 2019, https://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=lva/vi01251.xml;
Hardin, William Fernandez, “Robert Pleasants (1723-1801),” Encyclopedia V irginia, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, (December 13, 2018), accessed January 17, 2019,
www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Pleasants_Robert_1723-1801; Crothers, 42,45.
5 Hardin, William Fernandez, “Robert Pleasants (1723-1801),” Encyclopedia V irginia, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, (December 13, 2018), accessed January 17, 2019,
www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Pleasants_Robert_1723-1801.
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In the meantime, Robert Pleasants founded the Virginia Society for Promoting the Abolition of
Slavery, and the Relief of Free Negroes, and Others, Unlawfully Held in Bondage, and Other Humane
Purposes in 1790. The organization pushed for the end of slavery, petitioned for emancipation at the state and
national level, and aided people unlawfully enslaved. Robert Pleasants wrote letters and sent antislavery
pamphlets, such as those written by Anthony Benezet, to national leaders including Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison, and Patrick Henry.6
In 1797, Robert Pleasants filed a suit against his family members who refused to free the slaves owed
their freedom from his father’s and brother’s estates. George Wythe as Chancellor of the High Court of
Chancery ordered the Pleasants family to free the enslaved people and pay them for being unlawfully enslaved.
The Pleasants family appealed the case to the Virginia Court of Appeals where the court ruled in favor of
Robert Pleasants again only with certain limitations. The Pleasants family would not have to pay the
unlawfully enslaved people reparations, and many of the enslaved people would have to remain enslaved until
they reached the age of 30 years. Of the unlawfully enslaved people, 186 acquired freedom immediately
following the case. Over 400 individuals
total acquired freedom or eventual
freedom from this case making Pleasants
v. Pleasants the largest legal battle
involving the manumission of slaves in
the history of the United States.7
Robert Pleasants continued his
efforts to end slavery and wrote proposals
to create schools to help black children.
Pleasants made arrangements in his will
to provide funding and land for the
establishment of a school that would
serve the community of formerly
enslaved people eventually freed from his
family in Henrico County, Virginia.
Quakers from the area continued that
school until around 1821.8
Samuel Pleasants sided with his
brother against slavery, and wrote the
indenture document of 1778 exactly as he
believed. Knowing the background of the
Pleasants family and the other individuals
involved in the indenture, it is
understandable now why the language so
clearly proclaimed equality for Kitty, and
equality for all. Unfortunately, no other
records in Loudoun indicate how Kitty’s
life turned out during or after her
indenture.9

6 “A Guide to the Pleasants family Papers, 1745-1898,” Accession Number 41008, Library of Virginia: Richmond, VA, 2004, accessed January 18, 2019, https://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=lva/vi01251.xml;
Hardin, William Fernandez, “Robert Pleasants (1723-1801),” Encyclopedia V irginia, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, (December 13, 2018), accessed January 17, 2019, www.encyclopediavirginia.org/
Pleasants_Robert_1723-1801; Crothers, 45-46, 48, 108-109.
7 Hardin, William Fernandez, “Robert Pleasants (1723-1801),” Encyclopedia V irginia, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, (December 13, 2018), accessed January 17, 2019,
www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Pleasants_Robert_1723-1801.
8 “A Guide to the Pleasants family Papers, 1745-1898,” Accession Number 41008, Library of Virginia: Richmond, VA, 2004, accessed January 18, 2019, https://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=lva/vi01251.xml;
Hardin, William Fernandez, “Robert Pleasants (1723-1801),” Encyclopedia V irginia, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, (December 13, 2018), accessed January 17, 2019,
www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Pleasants_Robert_1723-1801; Kitty, 1778, Loudoun County Indentures & Bound Out Children, Loudoun County Clerk’s Office; Crothers, 108-109.
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Police Blotter
By Sarah Markel

For this edition of the police blotter I was inspired by our upcoming event featuring famous signatures. For as long as the world has required signatures, there have been people forging them. The Clerk of
the Circuit Court houses dozens of such cases. Below are four cases that jumped out at me. The first case
is interesting as to the amount of money forged. Today we would never write a check in pencil, but case
number two shows how checks were often completed before the advent of disposable pens. The third case
contains an original J. Edgar Hoover signature and finger print cards. And, lastly the fourth case contains
an FBI report and evidence.
At our May 3rd, First Friday Event we will be displaying famous signatures in our collection including the Cases listed below from 1942 and 1943. Come in and see the originals, May 3, 2019 from 58:30p.m.
Case Number: 1895-025

Name: Smith, Reed

Charge: Forgery & Uttering

Complaint: Reed Smith stands accused of on or about the 16th day of October 1893, for feloniously
forging a certain document known to be a check in the amount of $125.00.
Outcome: The J ur y found Mr . Smith Guilty as char ged in the indictment and fixed his punishment
at 2 years in the Penitentiary.
Case Number: 1914-004

Name: Fry, Sarah

Charge: Forgery & Uttering

Complaint: Sar ah Fr y on the 23rd day of May 1914. Did unlawfully and feloniously forge a check purporting to be the order or draft of J.M. Leith upon The Peoples National Bank for $20.00.
Outcome: Ms. Fr y was found guilty of petit lar ceny and not guilty of for ger y. She was sentenced to 6
months in the county Jail.

~Check from Criminal File 1914-004. Note check written in pencil~
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Case Number: 1942-017

Name: Werking, Robert R.

Charge: Break and Enter/Attempted Rape

Complaint: “Rober t R. Wer king on the thir ty-first day of May, 1941, in the said County of Loudoun
in the nighttime of said day, did feloniously break and enter the dwelling house of Mrs. J.D. Brown, with
the felonious intent to carnally know the victim”
Outcome: Mr . Wer king was sentenced to 1 year in jail and a fine of $500.00
Note: This case contains an or iginal signatur e by J . Edgar Hoover and the fir st known finger pr int
evidence used in Loudoun County. These fingerprints and Mr. Hoover’s signature will be on display
May 3, 2019 at our First Friday Event.
Case Number: 1943-014

Name: Clatterbuck, Thomas William

Charge: Murder

Complaint: Mr . Clatter buck stood accused of 5 mur der s. Those of Cather ine Russell a/k/a
Kathrine Russell, Walter Russell, Ruth Love, James Love, and A. Morris Love.
Outcome: Mr . Clatter buck was found guilty of mur der in the fir st degr ee for the death of Walter
Russell. Mr. Clatterbuck was sentenced to death by electrocution on June 16, 1944. This was the last
known sentencing of execution in Loudoun County to date.
Note: This case is included her e today due to the for ger y discussed in the events that led up to the
murders. According to Mr. Clatterbuck’s statement he met with Mr. Love on the Love estate June 1,
1943. In Mr. Clatterbuck’s words they were “discussing business that we had together, which was this: I
had borrowed from Mr. Love on one occasion the sum of $500.00, which I still owed him. I had also
borrowed from him the sum of $2,000.00, which I also still owe him, together with interest.”
“Mr. Love also held in his possession a note that I had made payable to his order for the $500.00 debt. He
also had in his possession the note signed by me, together with J.H. Clatterbuck, M.M. Clatterbuck, R.B.
Lunsford. All these signatures on the said note with the exception of mine had been fraudulently forged
by me and my signature to the said $2,000.00 note was the only genuine signature on said note.”
“When we began to discuss some settlement of this note, Mr. Love had already learned that these above
described signatures, with the exception of mine, were all false forgeries, and he was demanding of me
payment or settlement; accompanied by threats of criminal prosecution for the forgeries if I did not arrange a settlement.”
“Mr. Love drew from his pocket a bill fold and exhibited these notes which I knew then were in his possession at that very moment. Mr. Love was seated with his back to the wall of his house looking out
over his front yard. Behind him on the porch was a wooden bench on which was a box containing a croquet set including a mallet, Wickets, etc. Seeing them, and realizing and believing that Mr. Love meant
to have me prosecuted for my crime of forgery I immediately picked up the mallet from the porch and
delivered a heavy blow to the back of Mr. Love’s head.”
The story goes on from there, but in Mr. Clatterbuck’s description of events, it appears that these 5 deaths
stemmed from Mr. Clatterbuck’s forgeries and then his reactions to being confronted about them.
~See next page for image of FBI evidence against Mr. Clatterbuck~
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The above image shows some of the FBI evidence used the Clatterburck trial. This evidence is two glass plates secured together with tape. Pressed between these two plates
are the fragments of the forged notes that Mr. Clatterbuck tried to destroy. Note the Original FBI label secured to the top of the glass plate with case number.
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In 2008, I was flat filing indenture records and discovered a
document that had a political illustration from the 1840 presidential election. This illustration was of a log
cabin a symbol used by the Whig
party to endorse William Henry HarJohn Tyler: The Accidental President
rison for president, and John Tyler
By Eric Larson , Historic Records Manager
for vice president. To compliment
my earlier discovery, a few years ago
I found a 1827 Sherriff’s bond signed William Cordell's 1840s indenture record. Notice the log cabin to the left and the
US Capitol in the background.
by Governor and future president
John Tyler. This illustration and signature represents a defining moment in the history of the American presidency.
The presidential campaigns we experience every four years has its roots in the 1840 presidential election. The 1840 election was a ground breaking election on how political parties and their candidates conducted
their campaigning. For the first time, political parties created powerful political machines that mobilized support for their policies from the national level down to the grassroots.
The 1840 election saw the Whig and Democratic parties delivering their political messages through rallies, parades, songs, souvenirs, catchy slogans and especially using the print media. Another
first, was presidential candidates going out on the campaign trail to
stump for votes. This was a crucial development since voting rights
were recently granted to 90% of white male voters.1
The Whigs had the advantage heading into the 1840 campaign against a very unpopular President, Martin Van Buren. Van
Buren’s 1837-1841 term was plagued by one of the worst economic
down turns (Panic of 1837) in American history. The President also
faced sectional divisions between Northern and Southern Democrats
over a number of issues from tariffs to slavery. Being an unpopular
president in a party with sectional divisions, did not stop the DemoGovernor John Tyler’s signature on an 1827 Loudoun cratic Party from nominating Van Buren for a second term.
County Sheriff’ Bond.
Going into the 1840 campaign many Democrats and Whigs
believed Senator Henry Clay from Kentucky should be the Whigs’
presidential torch bearer not William Henry Harrison. Harrison had lost to Van Buren in a four way race for
president in 1836. However, the tide turned against Clay when Virginia shifted their support from Clay to
Harrison which assured Harrison’s nomination. There was less drama in the Whigs’ selection of John Tyler, a
former democrat, to be Harrison’s running mate. Tyler was likely added to the ticket to pickup votes from disgruntled Southern Democrats. The addition of Tyler to the Whig ticket produced one the most remembered
presidential slogans in history “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too!”
Responding to Harrison’s nomination, the Democrats tried to portray Harrison as a backwoods candidate who liked drinking his hard cider. “Give him a barrel of hard cider… a pension of two thousand dollars a
year…and…he will sit the remainder of his days in his log cabin.” The Whigs supporters’ responded with a
song: “we'll beat the little V an, V an,V an V an is a used-up man Van Van the used up man” and painted Van
Buren as a man who came from a wealthy family from upstate New York.
1 By 1840 the property requirements for voting was abolished giving 90% of the white population the right to vote. Free Blacks and women still
did not have the right to vote.
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Neither campaign portrayed their opponent’s backgrounds correctly. Van Buren came from an impoverished family whose father was a tavern owner and town clerk in Kinderhook, New York. On the other hand,
Harrison and Tyler belonged to Virginia’s first families. Both candidates were born and raised in Charles City
County Virginia, Harrison at Berkley Plantation in 1773, and John Tyler in 1791 at Greenway Plantation.
William Henry Harrison’s father, Benjamin Harrison V,
was a Virginia signer of the Declaration of Independence. His
son William Henry Harrison became a national hero in 1811 as
the general who defeated the Shawnees led by Chief Tecumseh
in Indiana at the Battle of Tippecanoe. Harrison later served as
Governor General of the Indiana territory, and a Congressman
and Senator from Ohio. His house in North Bend, Ohio was far
from being a log cabin, and his other house in Indiana had 17
rooms!
His running mate John Tyler was a lawyer who had an
extensive political resume. He had served in the Virginia Assembly, Congressman, Senator, and Governor of Virginia. Tyler’s father was the fifteenth governor of Virginia, and was appointed to a federal judgeship by President Madison. By 1840,
Tyler owned 1,200 acres, over forty enslaved people, and had
houses in Charles City County and Williamsburg, Virginia .2
1840 Anti-Whig Cartoon showing a voter being
The Whigs turned the Democratic Party portrayal of
baited with hard cider. Library of Congress
Harrison as a hard cider drinker living in a one room cabin to
their advantage. The party adopted the log cabin and hard cider as campaign symbols that displayed Harrison
to the voters as a hard working everyday American. The popularity of the log cabin motif with the voters eliminated the Democrats of their best propaganda against Harrison. The political propaganda spewed by both
parties achieved another goal, and that was avoiding to address the major political and economic problems of
the day. Who wanted to talk issues when you had captivating sayings, songs, parades, and illustrations!
What has caused this great commotion, motion,
Our country through?
It is the ball a-rolling on,
For Tippecanoe and Tyler too, Tippecanoe and Tyler too.
And with them, we'll beat the little Van, Van, Van
Van is a used-up man3

The Harrison/Tyler ticket swept the Electoral College with 234 votes to Van Buren’s 60. The popular
vote was much closer, 1,275,390 for Harrison and 1,128,854 for Van Buren. Harrison won Loudoun County
1,239 to 387, but failed to carry Virginia’s 23 electoral votes.
At 68 years old, Harrison was the oldest elected President until the election of Ronald Reagan (who
was 69) in 1980. Taking office on March 4, 1841, Harrison died of lower lobe pneumonia exactly one month
later on April 4, 1841. Tyler was informed of Harrison’s death at his home in Williamsburg, Virginia, and
quickly returned to Washington. For the first time, a Vice President assumed the Office of the Presidency on
the death of a president.
2 During his presidency Tyler purchased a 1,600 acre plantation in Charles City County , Virginia from the Harrison family and renamed it
Sherwood Forest. Sherwood Forest is located on Rt.5 in Charles City County between Williamsburg and Richmond, Virginia. Today, the
house and property is owned by John Tyler’s grandson.
3 To hear the song Tippecanoe and Tyler Too
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If the Whigs knew that Harrison was not going to complete his term, more than likely Tyler would not
have been his running mate. The party soon discovered that Tyler was a Whig in name only. Tyler now entered
into uncharted waters on what powers he actually had by becoming president. The constitution was not clear
on the powers the Vice President acquired when assuming the Office of the President.4
From the start of Tyler’s term, many in members in Congress viewed Tyler not as the president, but as a
“Acting President,” or “care taker” until the next election. Tyler, took the
oath of office, moved into the White House, and delivered his inaugural
address to Congress on April 9, 1841. From the start, Tyler saw himself as
the president, and rightfully assumed all the presidential powers granted
by the constitution. When mail was delivered to the White House addressed to the Vice President or “Acting President” Tyler simply returned
the mail unopen.
In September 1841, Tyler used the presidential veto for the first
time, by vetoing his own party’s banking bill not once, but twice. In response, Whig Senator Henry Clay convinced all of Tyler’s cabinet, with
the exception of Secretary of State Daniel Webster, to resign. This was
followed by the Whigs removing Tyler from the party. The Whigs even
Photograph of John Tyler in his later years.
started congressional proceedings to impeach him from office.
After the death of his first wife in 1842, he
Throughout his term, Tyler battled with Congress whose critics
remarried in 1844 and started a second family. Tyler had 14 children, seven to each wife, called him “The Accidental President.” Despite his problems with Conmaking him the most prolific president in
gress, a number of historic events and legislation occurred during his preshistory, Library of Congress
idency. He was able to get the Senate to approve a number of federal
judgeships and two judges for the Supreme Court.
In foreign policy, the United States and Great Britain agreed on the border between Maine and Canada,
and ended the long border dispute with Britain over the Oregon territory. On the last full of day of his presidency, Florida became the 23rd state.
The Tyler administration’s most ambitious legislative move was the annexation of the Republic of Texas. Tyler was able to achieve this in the last months of his presidency. The annexation bill passed by a simple
majority in the House and Senate and he signed it into law on March 1, 1845.
John Tyler was a product of his time a southern land and slave holder, politician and Virginia aristocrat.
The stubbornness he displayed in office, for better or for worse, was part of his personality. He never backed
down from his beliefs, and this was made very clear when he saw no solution to the breakup of the Union in
1861. He quickly threw his support behind the Confederacy and was elected to the Confederate House of Representatives. Tyler died in January 1862 before taking his seat, and was buried in the Hollywood Cemetery in
Richmond, Virginia.
So what is John Tyler’s legacy as the tenth president of the United States? His presidency is often listed
by presidential historians in the bottom five. Tyler the man and politician are often viewed negatively because
of his staunch support for slavery and state rights, and his political stubbornness working with congress during
his term as president. Tyler’s greatest legacy is often over shadowed by these above factors. His lasting legacy
is that Tyler, and Tyler alone, set the precedent for all future Vice Presidents who assumed the Office of the
Presidency that they had the legal grounds to acquire all the presidential powers granted by the Constitution.

4 Not until the passage of the 25th Amendment in 1967 was the powers of the Vice President becoming President defined in the Constitution. In
case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President. The 25th Amendment
allows the vacant Vice Presidency to be filled with the approval of both houses of Congress.
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Signatures of the Clerks of the Circuit Court
Loudoun County, VA
Charles Binns Sr. 1757-1800

Charles Binns Jr. 1800-1837

Charles Eskridge 1837-1852

Presley Saunders 1852-1857

George K. Fox Jr. 1857-1864

Charles P. Janney 1865-1870

George K. Fox Jr. 1870-1872
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Edgar Littleton 1872-1894

W. Dade Hempstone 1894-1918

B. Willard Franklin 1918-1929

Edward Russell 1929-1951

Joseph T. Martz 1951-1979

Frederick Howard 1979-1991

Richard Kirk 1991-1999

Gary M. Clemens 2000-Present
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B WILLARD FRANKLIN
CHARLES BINNS
CHARLES BINNS JR
CHARLES ESKRIDGE
CHARLES HOUSTON
CHAS P JANNEY
DANIEL WEBSTER
E LITTLETON
EDWARD RUSSELL

FREDERICK HOWARD
GARY M CLEMENS
GEORGE C MARSHALL
GEORGE K FOX JR
GEORGE MASON
GEORGE WASHINGTON
GEORGE WILLIAM
FAIRFAX
J EDGAR HOOVER

JAMES MADISON
JAMES MONROE
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS
JOHN S MOSBY
JOHN TYLER
JOSEPH T MARTZ
MARGARET MERCER
MARTHA WASHINGTON
P SAUNDERS

RICHARD KIRK
ROBERT PLEASANTS
W DADE HEMPSTONE
WALT KELLY
WESTMORLAND DAVIS
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The sign says the
elevator is just
through this door.

Wow! Look at this
exhibit. It shows
tips and tricks for
researching
historic records.
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PROGRAMS AND NEWSLETTERS

First Friday May 3, 2019- Sign on the Dotted Line, Famous Signatures in Loudoun County
Come join Historic Records and other historic sites from Loudoun County to view famous signatures from
three centuries of records and documents in their collections.
CLERK’S OFFICE TOUR OF HISTORIC RECORDS
Date: May 14, 2019 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Location: Thomas Balch Library (208 W Market St Leesburg, Virginia 20176)
Meet in the parking lot of Thomas Balch Library by 1:45PM.
Eric S. Larson, Historic Records Manager for the Clerk of the Circuit Court, will lead a tour of the Clerk’s
Office and the Historic Court building. He will discuss the extent of Loudoun County’s records holdings,
where to look for records of births, deaths, marriages, and deeds, and how to use these records in research.
You will need to pass through security so the group will leave the library promptly at 1:45PM. Please
contact the Thomas Balch Library to sign up for the tour.
First Friday June 7, 2019-Preservation Act V
Historic Records most popular program is back for its fifth year! Learn from Historic Records staff and volunteers how the court records are conserved and made available to the public for research. The staff will demonstrate and discuss how records are preserved in-house and with contracted conservation companies.
First Friday, October 4, 2019-Guardians, Aliens and Indentures
In the last year, Historic Records’ staff has added hundreds of new names to the Guardians, Aliens and Indentures indexes. This exhibition will display some of the staff’s more interesting discoveries.

All Open Houses will be held at: Court Complex 18 E. Market St. Leesburg Virginia

Have you had a chance to take the courtyard
walking tour?
If not, you can pick up a courtyard map at the
Clerk of the Circuit Court Historic Records,
Thomas Balch Library, or the Loudoun Tourism Office.
You can also find the map online here.

