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Throughout history liquor was considered a normal part of daily life and the first English 

colonists brought to Virginia this acceptance of drinking spirits.  From 1607 until the late 19th 

century, the enforcement, regulation, production, and consumption of alcohol was left to the 

localities.  Individuals and businesses were able to avoid or work around the local and state 

authority of liquor laws and enforcement.  Beginning in the early 1800s, religious and civil 

organizations emerged to challenge the consumption of “ardent spirits and the lack of laws 

governing it.  By 1900, a nationwide anti-liquor movement had effectively lobbied states to 

change and enforce liquor laws.  In 1916 Virginia went dry, and in 1919 the Eighteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution forbade the production, transportation and 

consumption of alcohol.  This exhibition displays county court records of the legal and not so 

legal consumption and sale of alcohol in Loudoun County from 1757-1933.  

 

 

 

 

 



 “In like Manner, since our Imports of Spirit have become so precarious, nay 

impracticable, on Account of the Enemy’s Fleet which infests our Whole Coast, I would 

beg leave to suggest the propriety of erecting Public Distilleries in different States. The 

benefits arising from moderate use of Liquor, have been experienced in All Armies, and 

are not to be disputed !!” 

George Washington to the President of Congress 

August 16, 1777 

 

 
Deed signed by George Washington, 1774  

In November 1774 this Deed between George Mercer, Mary Wroughton and James Mercer was 

signed by George Washington as Attorney-in-Fact for Mercer and Wroughton.  The land 

located near Aldie was part of the estate of John Mercer.  

Washington was the only founding father to own and operate a commercial distillery.  

Original Deeds Packets   

 

http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/distillery/ten-facts-about-the-distillery/


 
Grand Jury Presentment, November 1757 

This Grand Jury Presentment shows one of the earliest liquor violations in Loudoun’s court 

records. The evidence was presented to Grand Jury by two individuals “Knowledge by two of 

us.” “We present Rachall Steare also Lynham of Cameron Parish for being drunk on the 

“Sabbath day.” She was fined 5shillings and court cost.  The grand jury also presented Peter 

Noland and John Wells “for being common drunkers and profane swearers.  Criminal cases for 

drinking on the Sabbath were enforced in Loudoun County until the 20th century.   

 
Criminal Papers 

1757-01 

 



 

Ordinary Licenses Granted in November 1768 

In Virginia, like the rest of the colonies, liquor regulations were determined by the localities and 

were often impossible to enforce. All the licenses, pricing, and regulations for liquor and 

ordinaries was controlled by the county justices.  With the lack of enforcement and the cost to 

obtain a license and post a bond, many citizens decided to sell spirits and run ordinaries 

illegally.   

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  

 



Commonwealth vs. Amos Dunham, Selling Liquor without a License, March 1816  

It was common practice by ordinaries and other establishments that sold liquor to lapse on their 

licenses with little fear of punishment.   Mr. Dunham was summoned to court starting in 1813 

for “retailing spirituous liquors.” In 1816 the court dismissed the case.    

 
Criminal Papers  

1816-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Commonwealth vs. Judith Newton for Keeping a Disorderly House and Unlawful Gaming, 

1810  

Judith Newton’s ordinary was located in the Town Leesburg and on August 1810 she was 

summoned to court to show cause on why she did not have a tavern license.  In September 1810 

the court ordered her “body” delivered to the jail.   She was also charged with unlawful gaming 

of cards in her ordinary.  The unlawful gaming charge was dismissed in 1811 but she was fined 

$20 for keeping a disorderly house.  Unable to pay her fine, she filed for insolvency and 

submitted a list of debts owed to her (likely bar tabs) to the court as her only source of income.   

 
Criminal Papers 

1810-1  

 



 
Court established rates for Ordinaries, July 1807 

On complaints of citizens and travelers the justices would intervene by setting prices of liquor 

and food to protect customers.  Setting prices was also an early practice by authorities to control 

the consumption of alcohol.  

(All prices are in Cents) Gill is a quarter of a pint  

Breakfest .19 

Hot dinner with cyder[sic] or beer .26 

Supper .19 

One Gill of Rum made into punch .26 

One Gill of rum made into toddy .13 

Good Rum per gill .9 

Cyder per quart .41/2 

Strong Beer per bottle .10 

Good Madeira Wine per Bottle .60 

Cherry Madeira Wine per Bottle .60 

Claret Madeira Wine per Bottle .60 

Port Madeira Wine per Bottle .60 

…other low wines per bottle .36 

Good Whiskey per Gill .41/2 

Apple Brandy per Gill .6 

French Brandy per Gill .9 

Corn or Oats per Gallon .9 
 

Court Order Book Z-Page 259  



 
Petition of Inhabitants of Middleburg against Robert Adams, July 11, 1809 

Citizens of Middleburg petitioned the court not to renew Robert Adams’ ordinary license.  

“…said Robert Adams, has not the ability required by law, to provide and keep good and 

sufficient houses, lodgings and entertainment for travelers, their horses and servants…”   

“…it has been done for two years during which time, his house has been a nuisance to the 

neighborhood the result of idlers and drunkards, on Sabbath, as well as other days.”  

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  

 

 

 

 



 
Presley Saunders, liquor license and bond for Eagle Tavern, 1834 &1838 

The Eagle Tavern was on North King Street in Leesburg and was often mentioned in court 

records and local newspaper advertisements. Saunders’ tavern was in a prime location next to 

the county court house (Today, The Clerk of the Circuit Court’s Historic Records and Law 

Library is located on the former site of the Eagle Tavern.)  When the court met once a month 

the Eagle Tavern could offer lawyers and court attendees, food, drink and lodging.  In 1838, 

Saunders paid $4.50 for a License to “Keep a House of Private Entertainment.”  In 1834 he 

entered a $150 bond with the Governor of Virginia to keep an ordinary.  Presley Saunders 

(1784-1857) served as Clerk of the Court for Loudoun from 1752-1757. 

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  
  



 

Brewery and the Tannery  
“Permission to take water from under the ground from said Kitzmiller’s Tannery to said 

Schooley's Brewery.” 

 
 

 
Martin Kitzmiller to Reuben Schooley, Brewery located next to Tannery Lot, 1821  

In 1821 Schooley’s brewery was just outside the Leesburg town limits.  Both Kitzmiller and 

Schooley land was located on the south side of West Loudoun Street between Liberty Street and 

Dry Mill Road.  Kitzmiller granted Schooley rights to use water from his property.  The 

Brewery’s water was coming from Kitzmiller’s tannery lot! “Permission to take water from 

under the ground from said Kitzmiller’s Tannery to said Schooley's Brewery.” 

 
Deed Book 

3C-452 

 



 

Commonwealth vs.  James and William Hoey, Selling liquor without a License, March 

1836 

Hoey was charged for selling ardent spirits in his store without a license. His case was 

dismissed at the cost of the prosecutor.    

 
Criminal Papers  

1836-1 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Francis Galleher permit to sell liquor in Aldie, VA, May 18, 1844 

Francis Galleher was a retail merchant of “goods, wares and merchandise of foreign and 

domestic growth and manufacture. Also wine, rum, and brandy and other ardent spirits…” 

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Petition in support of selling liquor at Goose Creek Bridge, 1843 

George McCarty’s store was located by the Goose Creek Bridge 4 miles from Aldie and 3 ½ 

miles from Middleburg.  The petition said that Mr. McCarty had “good general character.” His 

license was granted. 

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  

 



 
Sarah Upp Bond to “keep an Ordinary,” 1829 

 

Liquor and Ordinary Papers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The Tabernacle in Purcellville, Virginia built for the Prohibition  

and Evangelical Association of Loudoun County annual Bush meetings.  

 

Temperance Movement and Prohibition in the United States 

 

The prohibition movement in the United States evolved from a religious revival in the first half 

of the 19th century.  Often referred to as the Second Great Awakening, this movement focused 

on the purity of original Christian teachings, abolitionism, and temperance.  The earliest 

temperance organizations were founded in New York in 1808 and Massachusetts in 1813 and 

quickly gained popularity before the Civil War. In 1846 Maine became the first state to pass 

prohibition.   

 

The temperance and anti-saloon movements increased in size and popularity after the Civil 

War.  The temperance movement built its support through religious revivals and Bush meetings.   

By the end of the 19th century, temperance and other anti-liquor movements had mobilized its 

grass roots efforts into a statewide and nationwide campaign for prohibition.  Their lobbying, 

protesting, and rallies finally achieved their goal with the passage of the Eighteenth Amendment 

to the United States Constitution that prevented the manufacture, sale and transportation of 

alcoholic beverages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel07.html
https://prohibition.osu.edu/anti-saloon-league
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/progress/prohib/
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Eighteenth-Amendment


 

Prohibition and Evangelical Association of Loudoun, Purcellville, Virginia, December 13, 

1902 

This is the charter filed with the Circuit Court which lists the officers and board members of the 

Prohibition Evangelical Association of Loudoun. Prohibition associations such as this one, were 

popular across the United States from the last half of the 19th century to well after the repeal of 

prohibition in the United States in 1933. The charter listed three goals for the association: 

“…Prohibition and Evangelical Association of Loudoun which has for its objects:  for the 

suppression of the liquor traffic; secondly the worship of god and thirdly, the cultivation of 

fraternal unity and corporation among Christian people…” 
 

Charter Book 1 

1858-1915 

 

 



 

 

 
Payment received for a license to sell ardent spirits for George W. Taylor’s store at the 

Goose Creek Bridge, April 12, 1869 

George Taylor sold spirits at several locations in Loudoun County (Goose Creek, Mill Port, and 

Pothouse).  Residents around Goose Creek Bridge sent Judge Ball a petition supporting his 

license to sell spirits.  “…that we regard it as a public necessity & convenience that someone 

should be licensed to sell ardent spirits…” 

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  

 



 

1870 Petition against selling liquor in Waterford, VA, March 31, 1869  

Waterford, Lovettsville, and Purcellville were well known for holding large temperance and 

religious revivals from the 1870s until after World War II.  This 1870 petition was signed by 

residents of the Town of Waterford who requested the county justices to not allow the sale of 

spirits.  “…the undersigned residents of the Town of Waterford and persons living within its 

vicinity respectfully represent that they have pained to see the evils that follow from the 

habitual use of ardent spirits, and frequently molested by persons when under its influence that 

they are satisfied that the places where it is retailed are a common nuisance…” 

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  



 

 

 

Prohibition in Virginia 

Virginia became a dry state in 1916, three years before the Eighteenth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution which prevented the manufacture, selling, and transportation of 

alcoholic beverages.  By the 20th century, the temperance and anti-saloon groups emerged as 

powerful lobbying groups.  The battle over liquor laws and prohibition moved from the 

localities to the Virginia State Assembly.  Through elections, lobbying, and large public 

gatherings, the prohibition forces persuaded the state assembly and citizens of Virginia to go 

dry.  From the beginning, however, Virginia had problems enforcing the state’s prohibition law 

especially in the mountainous part of the state.  From 1916 to 1932 seven Virginia Prohibition 

Inspectors were killed in the line of duty, including Jefferson D. Lambert of Loudoun County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=lva/vi01055.xml
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Eighteenth-Amendment
http://www.odmp.org/agency/4054-virginia-department-of-prohibition-enforcement-virginia
http://www.odmp.org/agency/4054-virginia-department-of-prohibition-enforcement-virginia


 
Notice of a Special Election in Leesburg to grant liquor license, 1905 

A special election was held in April 1905 for “Granting or Not Granting” a liquor license in the 

Town of Leesburg. The sale of liquor in the 19th and early 20th centuries was determined on a 

local level in Virginia. The county was roughly divided between east and west.  Eastern 

Loudoun supported the sale of liquor, while western Loudoun opposed it.    

 

97-sale of intoxicating liquors 

116-againist the sale of intoxicating liquors 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Joseph P. Titus license to “keep an eating house and sell liquor,” October, 9, 1877 

This bond was posted by Joseph Titus as part of the state requirement to obtain a license to sell 

liquor and keep an “eating house.”  Because of the cost of the license, and the amount of the 

bond, it wasn’t unusual for a number of individuals to pay towards the license and bond.      

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Commonwealth vs. Daniel Hyland, Possession of Equipment to make Liquor, 1923 

“…in his possession a still, still cap, worm, tub, jar, fermenter and mash, capable of being used 

in the manufacture of ardent spirits, against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth.” 

 
Criminal Papers  

1923-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Bond for retail or wholesale druggists to sell ardent spirits, Purcell and Littlejohn 

Druggist, Leesburg, Virginia, 1918 

Purcell and Littlejohn Drug Store was located across from the court house on King St (today the 

building is occupied by the Downtown Saloon).  The drug stores could obtain special licenses to 

sell liquor during prohibition that were used for medical purposes.  “… Sell at retail spirits on 

prescription, or pure fruit, ethyl or grain alcohol for scientific, mechanical or pharmaceutical 

purposes or wine for sacramental purposes…” 

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers  

 

 

 



 

 

Affidavit for the Warrant to Search for Ardent Spirits, etc., May, 23, 1923  

A sampling of 102 Affidavits for the Warrant to Search for Ardent Spirits, between 1922-1927, 

showed only 34 seizures of liquor, transportation, and materials to manufacture alcohol.  All the 

seizures were small scale productions.  It is unclear how many of the affidavits brought forward 

by county citizens were the result of disputes between neighbors.  This small number of 

affidavits shows the difficulties state and federal law enforcement had enforcing prohibition.     

 

 

 

 

 



 

Beverage License to sell liquor at Goose Creek Tavern, October, 23, 1933 

This is one of the first liquor licenses issued in Loudoun after the repeal of the Eighteenth 

Amendment in March of 1933.   

 
Liquor and Ordinary Papers 

 

http://www.britannica.com/topic/Eighteenth-Amendment
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Eighteenth-Amendment


 
Commonwealth vs. Walker Scippio, charged with making and transporting liquor, 1923  

Mr. Scippio, found guilty for transporting liquor, was sentenced to 6 months in jail and fined 

$500. Since the car was used to transport “ardent spirits contrary to the law” Scippio’s 

automobile was forfeited to the Commonwealth.  By order of the court, the car was sold to the 

highest bidder ($465).  

 
Criminal Papers 

1923-47 

 

 



 
Commonwealth vs. Hermon Richardson, for Drunk Driving, 1934 

“…operating an automobile while under the influence of ardent spirts on the 19th day of March 

1934 in the town of Leesburg.” Mr. Richardson was sentenced to 30 days in jail suspended and 

was fined $109 for court and jail costs. His case also included his driver’s license. 

 
Criminal Papers 

1934-26 

 

 

 



Prohibition Turns Deadly in Loudoun County 

 

Commonwealth vs. Maurice Pool and Clarence Costello, 1923  

Late in the afternoon on October 18, 1923, Virginia Department of Prohibition Enforcement 

officer, Jefferson D. Lambert, and Loudoun Deputy C.L.Umbaugh, approached a still located in 

Broad Run. The still was enclosed on three sides with barrels, bushes, and trees.  As they 

approached they saw 4 men playing craps.  When Lambert yelled at the 4 suspects, they got up 

and ran.  The deputy gave chase leaving Lambert behind.  Umbaugh gave up the chase when he 

heard gun fire back at the still.  Upon his return, he could not find Lambert or the other 

suspects.  Since Lambert had the car keys, the deputy had to walk back to Leesburg for help.  

Returning to the site with the sheriff, deputies, and Lambert family members, they found the 

body of Inspector Lambert 20 feet from the still site. Two bullets entered Lambert’s right side 

which killed him instantly. 



 

 

Clarence Costello and Maurice Poole were arrested in Loudoun and charged with murder.  On 

October 25, 1923 both defendants entered a plea of not guilty at their arraignment.  On 

December 22, 1923, the jury found Costello guilty of 2nd degree murder and was sentenced to 

20 years in the penitentiary.  Poole was found guilty of manslaughter in June 1924 and 

sentenced to 2 ½ years in the State Penitentiary.   

Lambert was well known in the community as a deputy sheriff and the owner of the Lambert 

Motor Company in Leesburg.   He was appointed as a Virginia Department of Prohibition 

Enforcement officer only 11 months prior to his murder on October 18, 1923.   He left behind 

his wife, 2 sons, and 3 daughters, and was buried in Union Cemetery in Leesburg.     

 

 


