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Loudoun County Ferries found on the 

Yardley Taylor Map 1853 

2. “Point of Rocks Ferry” 

3. “Noland’s Ferry” 

4. “Spinks Ferry” 

5. “White’s Ferry” 

6. “Edward’s Ferry” 

1. “Berlin Ferry” 



1. "Berlin Ferry" 

 

1741 - John Hawkins Sr. ferried German immigrants across the Potomac to present day  

  area of Lovettsville. 

1772 - Earl of Tankerville ferry, operated by John Farrow and Alexander Reame over Potomac  

   (Hening’s Statutes) 

1775 - Leonard Smith surveyed "Berlin" 

1778 - Earl of Tankerville ferry, operated by Christian Slimmer "Slimmer's ferry" 

1798 - Jacob Waltman Jr. ferry mentioned in Loudoun Records 

1814 - First mention of "Berlin Ferry" in Loudoun County Road Cases (continues to 1887) 

1822 - Jacob Waltman Jr. "Heavy ferry" Berlin to Loudoun over Potomac  

  (Brunswick History Commission) 

1859 - Covered bridge constructed but destroyed in Civil War 1861, ferry continues 

1893 - Iron truss bridge constructed, Lovettsville & Brunswick Bridge Company, ferry ceases 

1955 - Construction of current concrete bridge 

 

 

 

 

2. "Point of Rocks"  

 

1769 - Thomas Awbrey ferry across the Potomac River (Hening’s Statutes) 

1800/1803 - Johnson's ferry & furnace, Iron furnace in Catoctin Mtn. ("Furnace Mtn") 

1830 - 1870 - Point of Rocks ferry 

1840s/1850s - bridge, rebuilt after Civil War, current bridge 1933? 

 

*May be other names associated with this ferry. 

 

 

 

 

3. "Noland's Ferry" 

 

1748 - Philip Noland petitioned Assembly of VA for license to operate a ferry across the        

 Potomac River, permission denied, though a ferry was maintained in area, mention of        

           the ferry in the earliest of records for Loudoun 1757. 

1778 - Philip Noland deeded ferry landing to son Thomas Noland (Deed Bk M, 52) 

1778 - Thomas Noland ferry across Potomac to lands of Arthur Nelson (Hening’s Statutes) 

1770s through 1900's - References made to Noland's Ferry in Loudoun Road Cases 

 

*There is still a Noland’s Ferry Road today, though the road dead ends, and the ferry is no 

longer in operation. 



4. "Spink's Ferry" 

 

1742 - Josias Clapham attempted to receive a license to operate a ferry across the Potomac. 

1757 - Clapham finally receives a license 

1757 - 1765 - mention of Clapham's ferry in Loudoun Co. Order Books 

1816 - William Hawling took over ferry, land sold to him in 1820? (Historic Register) 

1833 - ferry landing went through several hands of Hawling's heirs until sold to John Spinks 

 Spinks operated the ferry until around the Civil War? 

 

* There is a Spinks Ferry Road, but the ferry is no longer in operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. "White's Ferry" 

 

1786 - ferry established "from the land of Thompson Mason, deceased, in the county of  

  Loudoun, across the Potowmack river," (Hening’s Statutes) 

1803 through 1855 - Conrad's Ferry mentioned in Loudoun County Road Cases 

    May have operated the ferry up to the Civil War 

1866? - Elijah V. White purchased the ferry, name has remained ever since, still in operation  

    today 

 

* White’s Ferry is the last remaining ferry in Loudoun County that is still in operation today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. "Edward's Ferry" 

 

1791 - Benjamin Edwards license for a ferry "at the mouth of Goose Creek, in the county of  

  Loudoun, across the Potomac River" 

1800s - 1900s - mention of Edward's Ferry, owned/operated by different people after Benjamin 

  Edward. 

 

* There is an Edward’s Ferry Road, but the ferry is no longer in operation. Hikers can use the 

Potomac Heritage Trail to walk to the point at which the ferry crossed the Potomac River close 

to the mouth of Goose Creek. There is also an Edward’s Ferry Landing on the other side of the 

Potomac River which can be accessed from the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal towpath. 



Road from Awbrey’s/Jenkin’s Landing on the Potomac to the Road Leading from  

Taylors Town to Heater’s Ferry 

Road Case RR 1831-006 (November 15) 

 

The names of ferries operated in Loudoun often took the name of the individual who owned 

the property, the name of the person who operated the ferry, or the name of the town across 

the Potomac River to which the ferry led. This road report refers to Awbrey, or Jenkin’s  

landing, now owned by Philip Heater, which included the proposal for Heater’s Ferry. Other 

records refer to the Point of Rocks ferry in this area. 



Extend the Dranesville and River Road from the Loudoun Line to the Ferry Landing 

on Lowe’s Island 

Road Case RP 1879-004 (September 9) 

 

A road proposal by Benjamin Bridges and others includes a plat that references a ferry 

landing on Paxton’s Island, formerly known as Lowe’s Island. The half-acre lot, proposed 

to be used as a ferry landing, lay up river from the Seneca Dam close to the Loudoun and 

Fairfax County border. 



“… for preventing the Introduction of the Pestilential disease…” 

Regulations set by the Justices of Loudoun County October 2, 1793 

Order Book P, page 272-273 

 

In the summer and fall of 1793 a Yellow Fever epidemic hit the city of Philadelphia,       

Pennsylvania which claimed the lives of an estimated 5,000 residents, and spurred close to 

17,000 Philadelphians to flee the city. To prevent the spread of disease into Virginia, the  

Governor required Loudoun County Justices to regulate passengers across all ferries on the 

Potomac River. Men at guard stations screened potential ferry passengers for symptoms of the 

disease and required travelers to expose their luggage and goods to open air for disease     

prevention. 



Trout, W.E. III. “The Goose Creek and Little River Navigation.” Virginia Cavalcade 16, no. 3 (Winter 1967): 31-34. 



Goose Creek & Little River Navigation Company 
 
1832 Goose Creek & Little River Navigation Company chartered to connect portions of 

Loudoun, Fauquier, and Prince William Counties to the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal 
 
 Planned to be a lock and dam canal that would run 20 miles up Goose Creek from the      

Potomac River to Duer’s Mill on Snickers Gap Turnpike, 1 mile up North Fork to Coe’s 
Mill, and 5 miles up Little River to Aldie, and Mercer’s Mill  

 
 Two major commercial transportation routes connected near Aldie, Ashby Gap Turnpike, 

and Snickers Gap Turnpike, which if the Goose Creek and Little River Canal was built, 
would provide a direct route for land locked localities to ship goods to the C&O 

 
 George Carter of Oatlands Plantation elected president of the company 
 
 Aid for construction provided by the C&O Canal Co., influenced by Charles Fenton      

Mercer, president of the C&O Canal Co., and mill owner from Aldie 
 
 Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Company provided: 

An engineering survey of Goose Creek and Little River 
A lock on the C&O canal opposite the mouth of Goose Creek 

 
      Survey of the proposed Goose Creek & Little River Canal completed by William          

Matthews, the assistant engineer of the C&O and John Mathias, a surveyor in Loudoun 
County 

 
 
1849  Construction on the Goose Creek & Little River Canal begins 
 
 James Roach of Alexandria contracted to build the first 12 miles of the canal 
 
 Construction included a series of mill dam ponds linked by canals and lock systems 
 

 Mill owners along Goose Creek were willing to allow the company to use mill dam ponds 
for the canal route as it would directly benefit them by providing better access to the C&O 
in shipment of goods 

 
 Money saving efforts in construction: 

Build new dams at good mill sites along Goose Creek so that the company could rent 
water rights to prospective mill owners 

Build locks out of wood instead of stone 
Build locks smaller in width than those found on the C&O 
Wait to build a towpath along the canal at a later date, instead pole boats up the canal 

 
 In reality: 

Locks built in stone for long term planning, sturdier even if more expensive          

Wooden locks cheaper but would have to be replaced frequently 

Locks built larger than originally planned, again with more expense 



1851  Canal open 7 miles to Cochran’s Mill, included 6 locks, 2 canals, 2 gates, and 4 new  
 dams 
 
 
1854  Canal open to the mouth of Little River included 9 locks, 4 canals, and 4 new dams 
 

 Goose Creek and Little River Navigation Company in serious financial trouble   
 Cannot construct to the Oatlands Mill, a good point for boats to turn around   
 Cannot continue construction of the canal   
 Cannot afford to remove the sand bars that built up in the navigation system 

 
 Problems: 

Stone construction of the locks cost a lot of money, even though it was a better idea 
in the long run 

Plans and development of railroads created competition for funds   
Railroads included the Alexandria, Loudoun & Hampshire Railroad, which later    

became the Washington & Old Dominion, and the Manassas Branch, which was 
never built 

 
 One boat travelled the Goose Creek & Little River Navigation system, grounded at 

Ball’s Mill which would be present day Evergreen Mill, the ruins of which still remain 
there. 

 
 
1857 Goose Creek & Little River Navigation Company Dissolved 
 
 
 



Canal route and locks marked along the Goose 

Creek as found on the Yardley Taylor Map 1853 



Charles Fenton Mercer ( 1778-1858)  

Aldie, VA 

 

Owner of Aldie Mill, Charles Fenton Mercer 

served as a great supporter of the Goose 

Creek and Little River Navigation Company. 

As the first president of the Chesapeake & 

Ohio Canal (C&O), he orchestrated an  

agreement that not only provided the      

Navigation Company a survey of the       

proposed canal along Goose Creek, but also 

a lock across the Potomac River that could 

directly connect the Goose Creek canal to 

the C&O canal. 

George Carter (1777-1846)  

Oatlands Plantation, VA 

 

George Carter of Oatlands Plantation served as 

the first president of the Goose Creek and Little 

River Navigation Company and would have 

benefited from the canal extension to his     

plantation. Unfortunately, he died in 1846, but 

his wife, Elizabeth O. Carter remained a       

subscriber to the company. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Carter_I 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_F._Mercer 



 

Elizabeth O. Carter, George Carter’s wife is listed among some of the other 

names of subscribers to the Goose Creek & Little River Navigation Company. 



Remains of the Goose Creek and Little 

River Navigation Company’s Canal, can 

still be viewed today. Beginning at 

Kephart Bridge Landing hikers can travel 

along Goose Creek towards the Potomac 

River following the canal trench to the  

remains of a double lock. If hikers walk a 

bit further they can see where Goose 

Creek meets the Potomac River. Across 

the river, Edwards Ferry landing on the     

Maryland shore can be viewed and shows 

close to where Edwards Ferry in Loudoun 

crossed the river into Maryland. 

National Park Service. Virginia Piedmont. 

“Trails Within the Potomac Heritage Network.” 

Maps. https://www.nps.gov/pohe/planyourvisit/

maps.htm (Accessed 5/101/2018). 



Section of the Goose Creek and Little   

River Navigation Company survey 

which shows Clapham’s Mill, site of a 

double lock on the canal route. 

Section of the Yardley Taylor 

Map which shows the canal 

locks near the location of    

Clapham’s mill, not far from 

the location of Kephart’s mill 

and bridge across Goose Creek. 

Historic American Engineering Record, William Gibbs McNeil, J. H. Alexander, James Roach. “Goose Creek & Little River Navigation, Dou-
ble Lock, Mouth of Goose Creek at Potomac River, Leesburg, Loudoun County, VA. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, 
Washington D.C., https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.va1316.sheet/?sp=1 (Accessed May 10, 2018). 



The remains of the double lock near the former site of Clapham’s Mill. These images show 

the upper section of the double lock. Just beyond the end of the stone walls of the upper  

section is a narrow pool of water showing the location of the lower section of the lock. 


