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The Record of Free Negroes, Loudoun County, 1844-1861 

This book contains the registrations of Free Blacks in Loudoun from 1844 to the beginning of the Civil War.  

This book is the court records of all free blacks registered in Loudoun County up to the Civil War. Free Negro 

registrations, contain the name of the free person, sometimes the individual's age and a brief physical 

description.  It also includes a statement or affidavit based either on another person's knowledge or on other 

official documentary evidence seen by the certifier that this person was either born free or was emancipated. If 

born free, reference is sometimes made to parents. If emancipated, emancipating owner, place and date of 

emancipation, and prior registration as a free negro are usually mentioned.  

 

The Last Free Negro registered was #22181 recorded on March 12, 186.  The registration certified that Thomas 

Nickens age 24 with a scar on his left breast was free born.  

 
Record of Free Negroes 1844-1861 

http://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=lva/vi02254.xml
http://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaxtf/view?docId=lva/vi02254.xml


  

The Freedom Certificate of Joseph Trammel, 1852  
The following is Joseph Trammell’s Freedom Certificate entered by the court on May 10 1852 in the Record of Free 

Negroes 1841-1861:  

Dark complexion and 5 feet 7 inches tall with a small scar on the forehead and a scar on his left arm 6 or 8 inches above 

the wrist.  Proved to be free by the oath of Thomas S. Dorrell. 

The metal box that Joseph Trammell carried his Freedom Certificate in is currently on display at the Smithsonian National 

Museum of African American History and Culture. 

 

Record of Free Negroes 1844-1861, Page 139-140 
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Order to the Overseer of the Poor, June 20, 1866 

The county provided only limited relief for Loudoun’s black and white poor after the Civil War.  In this 1866 

court order, the Overseer of the Poor was ordered to “…provide the support of Margaret Nugin and two 

children of the ages of five and two years, colored persons, the woman being ill and unable to work, and when 

the said woman has recovered he shall cause her to remove to the county of Fairfax, whence she migrated 

within the last twelve months.” 

 

Minute Book 17, 1861-1866 Page 374 

 



 
 

Chancery Case, Nancy Bennett v. Admrs. Of John Hawling & Elizabeth Hawling, 1848-1866 

This chancery case is about a male slave Tapney, age 20, who was used as security on a 1846 loan.   The case 

remained active until it was dismissed in October 1866.  The end of slavery did not stop individuals or estates 

from trying to collect on the value of a former slave(s).  Slaves continued to be listed in a number of chancery 

cases into the early years of the 20th century.   

 

Chancery Records-1866-060 

 

 

 

 

 



1891-1963 Land Tax Books 

Beginning in 1891the Land Tax Books were divided by white and black land owners.  The segregation of Land 

Tax Books ended in 1963.  Land Tax Records included the following information: 

 

 Name of owner and residence  

 Estate (whether held in fee simple, for life, etc.) as well as number of acres and name of tract 

 Description of the land, as to water courses, mountains, and contiguous tracts 

 Distance and bearing from the courthouse 

 Value of the land per acre, including buildings, sum added to the land on account of buildings, and the 

total values of the land and buildings 

 Amount of tax on the whole tract at the legal rate and amount of tax for county purposes  

 Explanation of alterations during the preceding year, especially from whom transferred and when and 

how the owner derived the land.   

 

Land Tax Book 1891 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Deed from The Thos. Balch Library Inc. to Eppa L. McFarland, March 2, 1927  

Some individual deeds for property and covenants in Loudoun prior to civil rights, discriminated against 

African Americans and keep them from purchasing certain properties or living in subdivisions.  This above 

deed is an example forbidding the current and other future owner(s) of this property from selling it to African 

Americans. 

 

 “The conditions of this conveyance are that the grantees their heirs and assigns shall have and enjoy said 

property forever or until they or some subsequent owners thereof shall sell or convey the same, or permit the 

same to be occupied by, some person or persons, or association composed of such persons described under the 

statutes of Virginia as a negro, at which time title to said property shall revert to the grantor herein;…” 

 

Deed Book 9Z Page 18-19 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Deed for Fredrick Douglass High School  

In November 1939 eight acres of land on Route 7 (East Market St.) was purchased for $4000 from W.S. 

Gibbons by John Wanzer and others, who had been appointed trustees.   Named for Frederick Douglass the 

famed abolitionist, the original portion of Douglass High School was built in 1941 on eight acres of land 

purchased with money raised by the African American community and sold to the County School Board for 

$1.00.  The land was purchased to build a new school to replace the old Loudoun County Training School 

located on Union Street in Leesburg with a larger and more modern facility.  The School Board resisted 

building a new school even after the land, purchased by the County-Wide League, was given to the county. It 

was only after noted attorney Charles Houston of Washington D. C., a noted attorney active in many civil rights 

cases, threatened suit on behalf of the League that the county agree to pursue funding for the school.  Even then 

the School Board only provided the bare necessities to furnish the school, so the County-Wide League went 

back to work to raise money for furniture and equipment. Additional land was purchased by the School Board 

in 1953 and additions were made to the building in 1954 and 1960.  Douglass High School remained the only 

black high school in Loudoun until the desegregation of all schools in 1968, at which time it became a middle 

school and finally an alternative school and community center. 

 

Deed Book 11F Page 227 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In Re; Building Colored High School 

Letter from Charles Houston to the Board of Supervisor, March 18 1940 

At the March 18, 1940 BOS meeting, a letter from Charles Houston, attorney for the County-Wide League, was 

recorded in the BOS minutes.  Formed in the 1930s, the County-Wide League lobbied on the behalf of African-

American schools for equal education resources and facilities.  Mr. Houston was a well-known African 

American lawyer from Washington, DC who spent his career fighting for civil rights for all Black Americans in 

America’s schools, justice system, and military.  Before Martin Luther King Jr., Houston was the most powerful 

civil rights leader in the United States.  

In re: “A letter from Charles H. Houston, attorney for the County–Wide League and Parent Teachers 

Association, a resolution from Leesburg Colored Parent Teachers Association, The Choral Club of Providence 

Colored Baptist Church, Leesburg and the Mt. Olivet Colored Baptist Church, concerning the building of a 

colored high school in Leesburg, and the transportation of colored pupils were read to the Board and ordered 

to be filed. 

Board of Supervisor Minutes March 18, 1940 Page 149 
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St. Louis Colored Colt Show Stock Company, 1898 

The Village of St Louis was founded after the Civil War by freed slaves.  In response to the Upperville Colt and 

Horse Show, which did not allow African American participation, Charles McQuay, a former slave, and other 

black community leaders formed the St. Louis Colored Colt Show Company in 1898.  The show was 

to:“…provide for and hold exhibitions of horses and colts and to arrange and conduct contests of speed and 

jumping and such other tests of excellence in horses and colts usual at county fairs, but no gambling of any sort 

shall be allowed.” 

  

Charter Book 1858-1915 Page 213 

 

 



African American Service in World War I  

 

 
 

Muster Roll in the War with Germany, 1920 

On April 6, 1917, the United States declared war on Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empires.  From April 

1917 to November 1918, the draft in Loudoun mobilized 2,224 black and white males.  591 black and white 

males were either drafted into the Army, or joined the Navy and Marines.  During World War I , 32 men from 

Loudoun died in combat, from disease, or in training accidents.  Loudoun’ World War I Memorial in the court 

yard lists the names of white and black soldiers who lost their lives during the war.  The names are segregated 

by race on the memorial.       

 

Loudoun’s Clerk of  the Circuit Court has two books Muster Roll in the War with Germany and the World War 

Memorial Record (only eight veterans are listed in Loudoun’s war memorial record).  Each county in Virginia 

was mandated to create a Muster Roll in the War with Germany listing county residents serving in the Armed 

Forces.  Loudoun’s roll has 635 names, 443 white and 177 “colored” soldiers. The black soldiers who appear on 

this page are: 

 

William E. Lee-Sterling  

Howard Lewis-Hillsboro  

Manley L. Lloyd-Philomont 

Fred Lewis-Round Hill 

Clifton Lee-Philomont  

 

Muster Roll in the War with Germany, Page 17 

 



 

Localities of African American &White Soldiers from Loudoun  

Town  White  Black  Total 

Airmount  1   1 

Aldie 15 14 29 

Arcola 6 5 11 

Ashburn 20 5 25 

Blumont  13 6 19 

Catharpin  1   1 

Frederick    1 1 

Hamilton  10 3 13 

Harpers Ferry  8   8 

Hillsboro  7 12 19 

Leesburg  89 41 130 

Lenah 2   2 

Lincoln  6 5 11 

Lovetsville  45 6 51 

Luckets 17 7 24 

Middleburg 38 24 62 

Mountsville 5 2 7 

Neersville  1   1 

Norfolk   1 1 

North Fork  1   1 

Oatlands 2   2 

Paeonian 

Springs  13 2 15 

Philmount  10 10 20 

Point of Rocks 

Maryland  3   3 

Purcellville  47 10 57 

Richmond  1   1 

Roanoke 1   1 

Round Hill  31 6 37 

Ryan 4   4 

Shipman  1   1 

Sterling  19 3 22 

Taylortown  4 2 6 

The Plains   1 1 

Unison  2 2 4 

Unknown  3   3 

Unknown Town 

and Race      11 

Upperville  4 7 11 

Washington DC 1 1 2 

Waterford  11 1 12 

Winchester      2 

Watson    1 1 

Waxpool   1 1 

 



 

Certificate of Incorporation Loudoun County Emancipation Association Incorporated, 1910 

In January of 1910, The Loudoun County Emancipation Association purchased 10 acres of land south of 

Purcellville from Eli W. and Eliza R. Birdsall as a place to hold Emancipation Day celebrations.  The site was 

officially called Lincoln Park but always referred to as the Emancipation Grounds.  

 

 “The purpose of which it is formed are to establish a bond of union among persons of the negro race, to 

provide for the celebration of the 22nd day of September as Emancipation Day, or the day of Freedom to 

cultivate good fellowship to work for the betterment of the race, educationally, morally and materially.” 

 

Charter Book 1858-1915 Page 285 

 

 



 
 

Old Stone Church 

In 1894 S.H. Norwood, Pastor and other members of the Mt. Zion Methodist Episcopal Church petitioned the 

Court to appoint trustees for the Old Stone Methodist Church and graveyard which had continued to be used by 

the African American community after the Methodist Church split and the new Methodist Episcopal Church 

South was built on Market Street.  The petition was opposed by the trustees of the Market Street church and was 

denied by the Court.  The Old Stone Church was eventually sold and demolished and a street made through the 

cemetery creating Mt. Zion Cemetery to the West and leaving the Old Stone Church Cemetery to the East.  

 

Chancery Record-1900-001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Letter from the County-Wide League, to the Board of Supervisors, January 28, 1956  

This letter was filed with the Board of Supervisors stating the harmful effects of segregation on black school 

children and America’s democratic process.  The board took no action or made any remarks about the letter.  

Formed in the 1930s, the County-Wide League lobbied on the behalf of African-American schools for equal 

education resources and facilities. 

 

“Whereas we know that the conclusion that segregated schools serve the best interests of Negroes is based 

solely upon ignorance and superstition… the pattern of racial segregation nurtured through the segregated 

public schools retards the development of the cultural and democratic processes of the entire community…”  

 

Board of Supervisor Minutes February 7, 1956, page 180 
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Receipts and Disbursements Loudoun County School Board for the Year Ending June 30, 1930 

From July 1, 1929 to June 30, 1930 Loudoun County Public Schools paid $122,708.68 in white teachers’ 

salaries and only $13,254.28 for “colored teachers.”  Total expenditures for the 1930 budget year was $228, 

277.94   

 

Clerk of the Circuit Court Misc. Papers-Schools  

 

 



 
 

Deed and Plat from John R. Beuchler to The Leesburg School District, Union Street School/Elementary 

School, 1883 
The Leesburg School District purchased a 150ft x 245ft lot in 1883 for $400 (20 Union St. NW Leesburg). In 

1884, the Leesburg Colored School opened and remained a school for African American students until it closed 

in 1958.  The school name varied throughout its history from the Leesburg Colored School to the Leesburg 

Training School, and finally the Douglass Elementary School.   During the 1930s, Leesburg Training School 

offered the only secondary education in Loudoun for African Americans, until Frederick Douglass High School 

opened in 1940. In 1959, a public sale notice of former black schools listed Fredrick Douglass Elementary 

School as a “five room frame school house.” 

 

Deed Book 6T 498 

 



 
 

Public Sale of Valuable Real Estate To Be Held Saturday April 4, 1959 

In front of the court house five former African American school buildings and properties were sold at auction. 

1. Ashburn Colored School Property and One Room House, Ashburn, Virginia, Deed Book 7G-171 

 

2. Bull Run Colored School Property, Aldie, Virginia, Deed Book 9K-410 

 

3. Mountain Gap Colored School Property and One Room Frame School House, Leesburg Magisterial 

District, Deed Book 6Z-474 (The above advertisement had the wrong page number for the deed)  

 

4. Willisville Colored School Property and Two Room School House, Near Upperville, Virginia, Deed 

Book 9K-410  

 

5. Douglass Elementary School Building, Five Room Frame School House, 20 Union Street, Leesburg, 

Virginia, Deed Book 6T-498 

 

Clerk of the Circuit Court Misc. Papers-Schools  

 

 

 

 



 
 

In Re:  Integration , Public Schools, Petition to the Board of Supervisors from, August 6 1956 

At the August 6, 1956 BOS meeting, Sterling M. Harrison, Loudoun’s Commonwealth Attorney and President 

of the local chapter of the Defenders of State Sovereignty and Individual Liberties, submitted a resolution 

opposing any desegregation of the county’s school system.  The Defenders of State Sovereignty was founded in 

Petersburg, Virginia in 1954 and was Virginia’s response to the Supreme Court ruling Brown v. Board of 

Education of Topeka, Kansas.  This organization believed in strict segregation of Virginia schools and was 

responsible for shutting down school districts throughout Virginia to protest desegregation. The resolution 

passed the BOS with no opposition.   

“NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that in the event the integration edict is imposed upon the public school 

system of Loudoun County, Virginia, thereafter there will not be forthcoming as a result of the action of this 

board any funds for maintenance and operation of any school ordered to be integrated in the County Loudoun.”    

 

Board of Supervisor Minutes August 6, 1956, page 223 
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In Re: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Department Swimming Pool 

In 1965, four African Americans were refused entry to the swimming pool in Leesburg operated by the 

Leesburg Volunteer Fire Department.  A suit was filed in federal court that the Volunteer Fire Department 

violated the 1964 Civil Rights Act.  In 1967, a Petition to Reopen Swimming Pool was submitted to the BOS 

with 120 signatures requesting that the swimming pool “…be acquired by the Loudoun County Board 

Supervisors and maintained for the use of all citizens under the Parks and Recreation Program.”  

 

1966-1969 BOS Minute Books Page 95) 

  

 

  



 

 
 

Funding for Upgrades for the Alms House, 1945 

In the July 2, 1945 minutes, the BOS reported upgrades to the electric wiring at the Alms House for the white 

and colored quarters.  The Alms House was the county poor house for the young and old, but was segregated by 

race.  

  

Colored Quarters  

Women’s 2 ceiling lights-2 flush switches 

Men’s Rooms 2 ceiling lights-2 flush switches 

Kitchen 1 ceiling light-1 flush switch-1 duplex receptacle 

 

Board of Supervisor Minutes July 2, 1945, page 23 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dental Care for Black Students, Board of Supervisor Minutes November 6, 1950 

In November 1950, the BOS approved $100 for emergency dental care for black school children.  “…be 

authorized to use out of the appropriation heretofore made a sum not to exceed $100.00 for the dental care of 

two colored children.”  

 

Board of Supervisor Minutes November 6, 1950, page 288 

  

 



 
 

Precinct in Jefferson Magisterial District, Loudoun County Virginia, 1902  

Fourteen names of male black voters appear in the 1902 rolls of voters for Waterford Virginia.   Like the Land Tax Books, 

the voter rolls were divided by white and “colored” voters.  The Waterford roll includes four voters who were exempt 

from paying poll tax because they were former soldiers.  However,  one voter was exempt as being a son of a solider.   

 

Poll Tax 

A poll tax is a tax levied as a prerequisite for voting. After Reconstruction (1865–1877)—the twelve-year 

period of rebuilding that followed the American Civil War (1861–1865)—many southern states passed poll 

taxes in an effort to keep African Americans from voting. As a result, many African Americans (and other 

impoverished citizens) who could not afford to pay the poll tax were disfranchised and deprived of their rights 

as citizens. In 1870 the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was adopted, stipulating that an 

individual's right to vote could not be denied by any state on the basis of race or color. Southern state 

legislators, however, soon looked for other ways to keep the vote from African Americans and some white 

Americans.  In 1902 Virginia added the Poll Tax to the state constitution and set the rate at $1.50. 

 

The Twenty-fourth Amendment, ratified in 1964, outlawed the use of the Poll Tax (or any other tax) as a pre-

condition in voting in federal elections.  Even after the amendment’s passage, Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, 

Arkansas and Virginia retained the Poll Tax. The 1966 U.S. Supreme Court decision in Harper v. Virginia 

Board of Elections extended this ruling to state elections and abolished the remaining Poll Taxes in the above 

states.   
 

http://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/American_Civil_War_and_Virginia_The
http://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Disfranchisement
http://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/The_Constitution_of_the_United_States_1787-1992


 

 

 
List of Registered White and Colored voters by precincts, 1928  

 

Clerk of the Circuit Court Misc. Papers-Elections  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


