
ZONING ORDINANCE ACTION GROUP MEETING 
Wednesday, November 9, 2016 – 8:30 A.M. 

Round Hill Room, Government Center 
 
 

ATTENDANCE:    Lou Canonico  ZOAG Member Chairman  
     Kevin Ruedisueli ZOAG Member Vice-Chairman 
    Eric Zicht  ZOAG Member 
    Louise Zwicker ZOAG Member 
    Mark Hassinger ZOAG Member 
    Joe Paciulli  ZOAG Member 
    Malcolm Baldwin ZOAG Member 
    Colleen Gillis  ZOAG Member 
    Judith Meany  ZOAG Member 
    Packie Crown  ZOAG Member 
    Brent Campbell ZOAG Member 
    Gem Bingol  ZOAG Member 
    Kevin Daniel  ZOAG Member 
    Brian Wegener Department of Planning & Zoning 
      Kimberly Heckber Department of Planning & Zoning 
    Mark Stultz  Department of Planning & Zoning 
      Chris Mohn  Department of Planning & Zoning 
    Michelle Lohr  Department of Planning & Zoning 
    Mark Depo  Department of Planning & Zoning 
    Marsha Keim  Department of Building & Development 
    George Hoddinott Department of Economic Development 
    Zenon Dragosz Department of Information Technology 
     
    
     
Lou Canonico, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.  
 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
The committee agreed by consensus with the items set forth for discussion on the November 9, 2016 
agenda.   
 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 
The meeting notes were approved from the October 5, 2016 meeting. 



 
 

1. ZOAM-2016-00014 Rural Commercial (RC) Maximum Density Discussion- Mark Depo 
explained the purpose of the ZOAM, which is to establish a maximum density for residential 
projects in the Rural Commercial (RC) zoning district. Mark Stultz informed ZOAG that at the 
Planning Commission (PC) public hearing on October 25, 2016 there were concerns regarding 
the rate at which the amendment was proceeding. The item is scheduled for a PC work session 
in January 2017 or possibly later, which will allow more time for input from ZOAG. If ZOAG 
decides to do a referral it will be included with the work session staff documents. 
 
Mark Depo reviewed a map showing the RC zoned parcels in the County and the uses on those 
parcels. He stated that the majority of the Ashburn/Arcola/Aldie area consists mainly of single 
family detached residential with the exception of a development with duplexes (8 units per 
acre) in Ashburn, which is the densest development currently. There is also a current proposal 
to construct 133 townhomes in Ashburn. 
 
ZOAG members recommended that the entire RC zoning district be revised instead of just 
focusing on the residential density issue. Lou Canonico and Kevin Ruedisueli recommended 
that a subcommittee be formed to come up with suggested changes to the RC zoning district. 
The subcommittee members are Eric Zicht, Judy Meany and Gem Bingol. 
 

2. Status Updates 
 

a) ZOAM-2014-0006 Noise Standards– Chris Mohn stated that at the October 20, 2016 
Board of Supervisors business meeting, the Board adopted the amendment. The new 
regulations are not effective until January 1, 2017. 

 
b) ZOAM-2016-0006 Rural Uses/ Historic Structures– Chris Mohn stated that the 

amendment was adopted at the November 1, 2016 Board business meeting. 
 

c) ZOAM-2016-0004, 0005 Municipal Wells, Political/Temporary Signs- Chris Mohn 
stated that the Municipal Wells ZOAM was adopted by the Board at the October 20, 
2016 business meeting. He explained that the Political/Temporary Signs ZOAM is on the 
agenda for the December 6, 2016 Board business meeting. The Transportation Land Use 
Committee (TLUC) is recommending that political signs be exempt. Mark Stultz stated 
that there are ongoing discussions with the County Attorney’s Office as to whether the 
exemption would be considered legal. TLUC also recommended that all temporary signs 
be a maximum of 20 square feet.  Staff is recommending 12 square feet for onsite signs 
and 15 square feet for offsite signs. TLUC questioned whether the ad would allow for 
up to 32 square feet, which Staff is checking. 
 

d) ZOAM-2016-0015 Floodplain Overlay District (FOD) – Chris Mohn explained that this 
amendment accompanies the rezoning (ZMAP) to establish the new FOD boundaries 
based on the FEMA FIRM date. The amendment is scheduled for the Planning 
Commission public hearing on November 22, 2016. 



 
  

e) ZOAM-2016-0008 PD-TC – Chris Mohn stated that this ZOAM is scheduled for the 
November 22, 2016 Planning Commission public hearing. Chris stated that because 
there are still four outstanding issues, the item will likely go to a work session in early 
December and then to the Board in February 2017. 
 

f) ZOAM-2016-0009 ADU Regulations -  Chris Mohn stated that the amendment was 
adopted at the October 12, 2016 Board business meeting.  

 
g) ZOAM-2016-0011 State Code Consistency- Chris Mohn explained that this item is 

tentatively scheduled to go to the Planning Commission public hearing in December 
2016 or January 2017. Theresa Stein will be the project manager for this ZOAM. 

 
h) ZOAM-2016-0012 Proffer Legislation- Chris Mohn stated that this item is scheduled for 

tonight’s Board public hearing. 
 

i) ZOAM-2016-0013 Covered Decks and Unenclosed Porches- Chris Mohn stated that the 
item is scheduled for a Planning Commission work session tomorrow night. There were 
some concerns and questions from the Fire Marshal that need to be addressed. The 
item is tentatively scheduled for a Board public hearing in December 2016. 

 
 

3. 2016/2017 ZOAMs- Chris Mohn reviewed a list of current and upcoming ZOAMs along with 
their anticipated schedule. Staff expects to complete PD-TC, Covered Decks and Porches and 
the FOD FIRM date ZOAMs by early 2017. He explained that a new FOD ZOAM is forthcoming 
involving changes to the permitted and special exception uses, which is tentatively schedule 
for a January 2017 Planning Commission public hearing. In addition, the State Code 
Consistency ZOAM is also tentatively scheduled for the January 2017 Planning Commission 
public hearing. The Rural Commercial Residential Density ZOAM is underway and is scheduled 
for completion during the first quarter of 2017. There is also a subsequent ADU ZOAM to 
address ADUAB’s recommendations, which will begin in the first quarter of 2017. Rural 
Package 2 is tentatively scheduled to begin in December 2016. The Parking Standards ZOAM 
is tentatively scheduled to begin during the first quarter of 2017. Chris mentioned that Staff is 
looking into hiring a consultant to help with this ZOAM. The General Clean-up ZOAM, which is 
a batched amendment, is scheduled to begin during the second quarter of 2017. The F.A.R. 
Averaging is tentatively scheduled to start during the second quarter of 2017, however, Staff 
is waiting on clarification from the County Attorney’s Office on how to proceed. The 
Setbacks/Yards/ Buffers Landscaping ZOAM is scheduled to begin during the fourth quarter of 
2017. Staff is looking into hiring a consultant to aid in this ZOAM. A ZOAM involving the Silver 
Line areas and development around the metro centers will be forthcoming, but is not currently 
scheduled. Once the CPAM is approved for the Silver Line, Staff will focus on this ZOAM. A 
Definitions ZOAM was identified during the Stakeholder’s process and proposed by Staff to 
update, change or add definitions. The Clean Energy Uses ZOAM for solar panel fields, wind 
turbines and other alternative forms of clean energy is also proposed to specifically permit 



these uses with associated performance standards. There is no time frame for these two 
ZOAMs.  

 
4. New Business – Colleen Gillis brought up the issue of zoning modifications and whether 

there needs to be a ZOAM in order to modify these regulations because the criteria in the 
Ordinance is challenging to interpret and apply. Lou Canonico recommended that this item 
be added to the agenda for discussion at a subsequent ZOAG meeting.  

Lou Canonico mentioned that ZOAG needs to determine how a public input session is going 
to work. ZOAG requested a copy of the comments regarding the Silver Line CPAM so they 
can determine what comments pertain to zoning issues. Lou stated that he would go 
through the Envision Loudoun comments to see if there were any zoning issues or 
suggestions and asked that ZOAG members reach out to the organizations that they 
represent to get a sense from about whether a public input session is needed.  

5. Subcommittee Structure – ZOAG decided to maintain its current subcommittee structure 
with a rural subcommittee and an urban/suburban subcommittee to deal with topics related 
to those areas. The rural members are Kevin Ruedisueli, Brent Campbell, Eric Zicht, Louise 
Zwicker, Malcolm Baldwin, and Gem Bingol. The urban/suburban members are Mark 
Hassinger, Judy Meany, Joe Paciulli, Brent Campbell, Packie Crown, Colleen Gillis, and Kevin 
Ruedisueli. In addition, an FOD subcommittee was formed for the newest FOD ZOAM. The 
members are Eric Zicht, Gem Binghol and Louise Zwicker. Other subcommittees can be 
created on an ad hoc basis. 
 

6. Lou Canonico made a motion to formally thank Brian Wegener for his service to ZOAG.  
ZOAG voted unanimously to approve the motion as part of the record. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:58 a.m. 

Next Meeting 
 

a) ZOAG: Wednesday, December 7, 2016 at 8:30 AM, Round Hill Room 
 


