
Loudoun Lyme Disease Commission Meeting 
Loudoun County Government Building 

Leesburg, VA 
 

May 17, 2013 
 
In Attendance: Nancy Bakatsias, John Farrell, David Goodfriend, Carol Hodgson, Lee Phillips, Lisa 
Resnick, Sheryl Rivett, Samuel Shor, Lisa Strucko, and Janel Vanek  
Absent: Carolyn Walsh 
Recorder: David Goodfriend 
 
There were eleven handouts for this meeting: 

1. Draft Agenda (emailed previously) 
2. Draft March 1, 2013 Commission Minutes (emailed previously) 
3. May 15, 2013 Board of Supervisors Information Item 
4. Summary of Tick Collection Data 
5. Proposed Lyme Disease Language to be Introduced to the Lyme Commission Web Page 
6. Guidance on Posting Lyme Disease Information on Loudoun County Lyme Disease Specific 

Web Pages 
7. Screenshot from www.cdc.gov/lyme/faq 

 
Welcome and Introductions: Samuel Shor welcomed members to the eighth meeting of the Lyme 
Disease Commission.  
 
Additions or Changes to Agenda: None 
 
Administrative Matters 

1. The March 1, 2013 minutes were approved 6-0-0 (David Goodfriend and Carol Hodgson do not 
have voting privileges, Lisa Strucko, Lee Phillips and Carolyn Walsh not present for vote). 

2. The next meeting date was set for Friday August 23, 2013 at 1:45 PM (8-0-0, Carolyn Walsh not 
present for vote). 

 
Public Comment: No members of the public chose to comment. 
 
Status of Outstanding Action Items Presented to the Commission for Approval: None 
 
Old Business 

Work Group Updates –  
1. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Work Group – Lisa Strucko provided an update of 

the work performed by Clarke Environmental to evaluate Loudoun County parks.  Based 
on the information collected, on behalf of the Lyme Commission the IPM work group 
recommended targeted spraying at six (6) parks: Banshee Reeks, Brambleton, Claude 
Moore, Conklin, Franklin, and Phillip A. Bolen.  The Commission voted to have the 
Health Department compile the information from Clarke’s work into IPM 
recommendations (8-0-0) and to recommend that the Loudoun County Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Community Services (PRCS) post signs including digital bar code 
technology apprising the public about ticks at all county parks, using Ida Lee Park as an 
example (8-0-0).  The Commission also voted to have staff determine the cost of 



assessing collected lone star ticks for the presence of Borrelia burgdorferi and/or 
coinfections and also voted to authorize the IPM work group to review available 
information on Borrelia transmission and provide tick testing recommendations on behalf 
of the Commission to the Board of Supervisors (8-0-0). 
 

2. Survey Work Group – Nancy Bakatsias shared that over 700 surveys have been 
completed so far.  Summary results have been provided via email to all Commission 
members. 

 
3. Educational Materials Work Group – Janel Vanek stated that the Educational Materials 

Work Group had three deliverables: creating a one page fact sheet, creating a common 
pathway for information distribution, and conducting a spring 2013 educational 
campaign.  Each of these deliverables has been completed and the work group will meet 
in the near future to begin formulating new deliverables.  The Commission endorsed the 
use of permethrin impregnated tubes to control ticks on rodents, to add such information 
to the Lyme Commission’s web page, and to encourage Board of Supervisors 
endorsement of providing this information on other county websites and venues (7-1-0, 
with John Farrell voting against). 

 
4. Web Page Creation Work Group – Sheryl Rivett reviewed the work group’s March 21, 

2013 meeting with Loudoun County’s Public Affairs and Communications office.  This 
work group is pursuing both an essay contest and a poster contest.  They also noted that 
the private website www.loudounlymedisease.com, which currently auto-forwards to the 
County’s Loudoun Targets Lyme page.  

Outreach – Lyme Commission members have participated in numerous Lyme disease 
events over the past two months, including County and Town proclamations, a community 
forum, and a variety of festivals and fairs. 
 
Report from the Loudoun Health Council – Carol Hodgson shared that the Health 
Council’s Health for Life Day April 13 event at Gum Spring Library was a great success, 
with about 1,500 visitors that day.   

 
Loudoun Targets Lyme Initiative – David Goodfriend updated the Commission on the 
Loudoun Targets Lyme initiative for the spring, including over 500 followers on its 
Facebook page, thousands of visitors to the county’s Lyme disease pages, press releases, and 
distribution of over 100,000 pieces of material throughout the county to a variety of target 
audiences.  

 
Guest Speaker - None 
 
New Business 

Proposal to Change Language on Loudoun County’s Lyme Disease Website  – Item 7 of the 
Board of Supervisors 10 Point Plan to Mitigate Lyme Disease states “Establish a list of doctors 
that specialize in the diagnosis and treatment of Lyme disease and provide this information on 
the County’s Lyme webpage”. Loudoun County staff have met this point through a link to the 
American Lyme Disease Foundation (ALDF).  The Commission agreed to replace the direct link 
to ALDF with a link to the CDC’s information on referring people to doctors familiar with Lyme 

http://www.loudounlymedisease.com/


disease at http://www.cdc.gov/lyme/faq/#doctor and to defer additional suggested web site 
changes to the Commission’s Web Page Creation Work Group. 
   

 
Summary of Action Items 
In summary, the Commission approved the following actions: 

1. Approving the March 1, 2013 minutes (6-0-0). 
2. Approving the next meeting date of August 23, 2013 at 1:45 PM (8-0-0). 
3.    Having the Health Department compile the information from Clarke’s work into IPM 

recommendations (8-0-0).  
4.    Recommending that PRCS post signs apprising the public about ticks at all county parks 

including digital bar code technology, using Ida Lee Park as an example (8-0-0).   
5.    Having staff determine the cost of assessing collected lone star ticks for the presence of Borrelia 

burgdorferi and/or coinfections and authorizing the IPM work group to review available 
information on Borrelia transmission and provide tick testing recommendations on behalf of the 
Commission to the Board of Supervisors (8-0-0). 

6. Endorsing the use of permethrin impregnated tubes to control ticks on rodents, to add such 
information to the Lyme Commission’s web page, and to encourage Board of Supervisors 
endorsement of providing this information on other county websites and venues (7-0-1). 

 
Next Meeting: Friday August 23, 2013, at 1:45 p.m. in the Loudoun County Government Center, 1 
Harrison Street, SE, Leesburg, VA 20175 
 
 

The May17, 2013 minutes were approved by the Loudoun Lyme Disease Commission  
at its September 6, 2013 meeting 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/lyme/faq/%23doctor

