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LOUDOUN COUNTY ANIMAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, March 28 2012
Mickey Gordon Room 215

Depot Ct.
Leesburg, VA 20176

Committee Members Present: 
Donna S. Lewis, At-Large
Wendy Hooten, Algonkian
Martha Rice, Ashburn
Dr. George Washington DVM, Blue Ridge
Michelle Zebrowski, Broad Run (7:12 p.m.)
Dr. Drew Luce DVM, Dulles  
Virginia Burgess, Leesburg

Committee Members Absent: 
Dr. Leslie Sinn DVM, Catoctin 
Paul Dodaro, Sterling 

LCAS Staff Present:
Thomas Koenig, Director
Donna Levesque, Administrative Manager
Mark Stacks, Lead Animal Control Officer
Ellen Nadeau, Animal Care Manager
Amy Seymour, Community Relations Manager

Public Present:  None

The meeting was called to order by Donna Lewis, Acting Chairman, at 7:08 p.m.
The minutes from the February 22, 2012 meeting were presented. The minutes were
approved as corrected (6-0-3)

Public Comment:  None

DIRECTOR UPDATE – Tom Koenig
Staff and Committee members introduced themselves to Dr. Luce as this is his first 
meeting.  
Melissa Spring, Deputy County Attorney, was introduced and gave an overview of basic 
FOIA rules.  All meetings are considered public meetings and they must be advertised 
and open to the public.  Ms. Zebrowski asked what had to be done if a small group 
wanted to get together.  It is considered a meeting if three or more members get together 
to talk about Committee issues and three days meeting notice needs to be posted.  If it is 
completely social, it is not considered a meeting.  Two people can get together to talk 
about Committee business.  When it is a sub-committee of less than three members, this 
falls under FOIA rules.  Sub-committees also have to meet the quorum rules.  Telephone 
calls and e-mails can be sent to one another, but business cannot be conducted by e-mail.  
Information can be sent out but no discussion can be held on the issue.  Questions can be 
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directed to Mr. Koenig.  The statue states that video-conferencing is not legal.  
Committee members can solicit opinions on issues before the Committee to get your 
Districts input.  Members should contact Mr. Koenig if they receive a request from 
citizens for records.

The BOS took a straw vote to set the tax rate at $1.235.  The Department had to come up 
with cuts of $13,000 (5%) which came out of operating and maintenance budgets.  Most 
of the cuts will come from staff training and staff resources and supplies.  The 
Department was not brought up during the CIP. In the operational budget, the 
Department addressed an enhancement for a staff person to administer the dog licensing 
program which is fee off set by dog licensing revenue.  For this budget year, the 
Department was requested to come up with a vacancy savings of 10%.  This savings will 
come from current posted positions.

The changes to the Dangerous Dog procedures where the localities will do all of the 
registration and the funds will also be paid to the localities passed.  The funds to localities 
will increase and these funds will be used for training of ACO’s.  It makes these orders 
less complicated and easier on the dog owners who must comply.  The definition of 
Dangerous Dog is in the code 3.2-6540 (a dog that has inflicted injury on a person or that 
has seriously injured or killed another companion animal).

Virginia Alliance of Animal Shelters will be sponsoring a training session that includes 
topics on dangerous dogs, hording, adoption, and feral cats on April 13 at the Lee Center 
in Alexandria.  An Animal Fighting Issues Training session will be hosted by the 
Department on April 25th.  

Mr. Koenig handed out information on the Pit Bull Policy that was presented to the BOS, 
Dec. 4, 2007 and the Proposed Revisions to the LCACC Pit Bull Adoption Policy to the 
members to review.  

Animal Control – Officer Stacks
Statistics for February were on par with December and January.  An increase will be seen 
with spring coming on.  Owners who leave their animals in a car with the air conditioner 
running are not cited for a “hot car” issue but do risk a citation for a car that is left 
running and is unattended.  ACO’s are usually at the Court on Wednesdays.  Please give 
Mr. Koenig a week notice for a Ride-a-long (several shifts per day).

Public Relations – Amy Seymour
A Microchip and Wellness Clinic which was held with Blue Ridge Vets was held on 
March 10th with about 116 animals seen, 75 received microchips (38 dogs, 37 cats).  The 
microchiping of cats will help increase the RTO of cats.  The Volunteer Program has 
been changed so that a volunteer may come in for only one day of service.  Day of 
Service will be held quarterly.   The next will be on April 22, Earth Day.  Middle school 
aged children were talked to about animal welfare and came out to the Shelter and helped 
to plant container gardens.  The tours have increased.  The mobile adoption vehicle will 
start up later because of the staffing for driving the van.  It will be held at Petco Unleased 
in Sterling on Saturday’s 9-11 a.m. during April and May, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, after 
May, every Saturday.  Carrie Greiner, a volunteer with 1,000 hours of service, will be 
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recognized by the BOS with a Resolution of Appreciation on Tuesday, April 3rd.  She has 
also been nominated for the COG (Council of Government) award (giving 582 hours of 
volunteering last year).  Volunteer counts are up.  Volunteer stats will be sent out.

Animal Shelter – Ellen Nadeau
An entire litter of Pit Bull puppies were transferred out to Washington Animal Rescue 
League.  They were exchanged for 4 hounds.  There are two more rescue groups who are 
going to be partners with the Department.  One is a Pit Bull rescue and the other is 
Northern Neck Humane Society.  About 80 out of 100 received pit bulls have been 
transferred out.  Most organizations are full and they also make an assessment prior to 
accepting the dogs.  When animals are transferred out, most organizations will call and 
let us know the disposition of the animal.  There is no requirement for the tracking of 
transfers.  Once the dogs are transferred, the animals are legally owned by the accepting 
organization. 

The Department’s Behavior Specialist position is currently open.  The CCRP (Canine 
Companion Readiness Program) was developed by the Department based on several 
other programs.  The evaluations do not have a dog-on-dog component.  There is a 
special team of volunteers that work on remediation of dogs.  

Subcommittee Reports

Laws & Ordinances:  Ms. Lewis
808 is being reviewed by the Department and then it will go to County Administration 
and Zoning review.  There is some discussion to bring this ordinance into Zoning.

Unfinished Business
Election of Officers.  A motion and second was made to elect Donna Lewis to serve as 
Chair.  Motion passed (7-0-2).  A motion and second was made to elect Dr. Sinn to serve 
as Vice Chair.  Motion passed (7-0-2).

New Business
A motion was made to place Wendy Hooten name into nomination as Recording 
Secretary.  Motion passed (7-0-2).  Laptops are permitted to record the minutes.

Most all information can be sent out electronically to the members.   Lap tops may be 
brought to the meeting.  Members e-mail addresses used for committee business are 
subject to FOIA.

Previous By-laws and Proposed Objectives from 2009 were in the packets.  The By-laws 
need to have the Departments name change but that may be accomplished by a BOS 
consent agenda.  The Departments 2011 Strategic Plan was included to use in formulating 
the Committee’s Proposed Objectives.  This will be placed on the April agenda.  When 
developing objectives please state:  Why is it important and what are we trying to 
accomplish.  

Committee Member Informational Reports
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Ashburn – Martha Rice – Passed out information on the shooting of a duck with a paint 
ball gun on Kiawah Island in Belmont.  Passed out informational flyer from the Wildlife 
Center.  On April 15, there will be a Loudoun Safety Day at Station #22 in Lansdowne.  

Algonkian,  - Wendy Hooten – Would be happy to supply assistance for the public 
relations aspect of the Department.  All of the volunteer services are listed on the County 
web site.  

At-Large - Donna S. Lewis - None

Blue Ridge - Dr. George Washington DVM - None

Broad Run – Michelle Zebrowski – Humane Society’s Pit Fix program has handled 6 
dogs so far.  They have placed 50% of the 20 cats from the hording case into homes.  She 
has contacted her BOS member on the Pit Bull adoption policy.  She was at the Pet Expo.  
She asked to work with the Department for Off-Site Events that the Humane Society is 
participating in.  

Catoctin - Dr. Leslie Sinn DVM - Absent

Dulles - Dr. Drew Luce DVM – Suggests that Dr. Goodfriend collect information from 
vets and doctors in the county to link with the Health Department’s Lyme program.  
Possible to partner with the Department in certain aspects and it is best to talk to Laura 
Rizer to set up.  

Leesburg - Virginia Burgess – Handed out Lyme information and a discussion was held.  
It would be good for Dr. David Goodfriend to attend one of our meetings.  

Sterling - Paul Dodaro - Absent

Adjournment 8:54p.m.

Next meeting, Wednesday, April 25, 2012


