
Date of Meeting:  September 20, 2017 

# 11 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BUSINESS MEETING 
BOARD MEMBER INITIATIVE 

SUBJECT: Request for Heritage Commission Review of 
Courthouse Grounds 

ELECTION DISTRICT: Countywide (Leesburg) 

CRITICAL ACTION DATE: At the pleasure of the Board 

STAFF CONTACT:  Stacy Carey, Chief of Staff to Supervisor Geary Higgins 

PURPOSE:  To direct the Heritage Commission review the full historic significance of the 
Courthouse grounds and report back to the Board of Supervisors (Board) with recommendations 
of measures that may be pursued to fully reflect events of historic significance on the grounds.   

RECOMMENDATION:  Supervisor Higgins recommends the Heritage Commission conduct 
the review and forward recommendations to the Board. 

BACKGROUND: Events in Charlottesville, Virginia and throughout the nation this summer have 
focused debate on the appropriateness of Confederate statues in public locations.  These events 
have prompted recent calls to remove the bronze statue of a young Confederate soldier erected in 
1908 "In memory of the Confederate soldiers of Loudoun County Va." from the Loudoun County 
Courthouse grounds.  

Loudoun County was a microcosm of our nation during the Civil War. Both Union and 
Confederate troops heavily traversed Loudoun which was strategically situated along the Potomac 
and Maryland. Brother literally fought against brother in Loudoun County. “A Guide to Loudoun 
and the Civil War” published in 2011 upon the Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War 
provides deep insight into how multifaceted the Civil War was here in Loudoun. Loudoun residents 
were Union, Confederate, black, white, slave, free, male, female, civilian and military. 1 

Loudoun’s Courthouse and grounds are rich in history which has transpired over the course of the 
last 260 years since Loudoun County’s establishment in 1757. From the operation as a fully 
functioning courthouse, jail, and school, the courthouse and grounds also served as the site of 
significant trials, market days and Court Days where enslaved men, women and children were sold 
at auction. (Attachment 1).   

1 The Education Workgroup of the Loudoun Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee, A Guide to Loudoun and the 
Civil War (Loudoun County, Virginia; Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee), page 1. 
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ISSUES:  The intent of this item is to tell all of Loudoun’s Courthouse grounds history through a 
thoughtful, historic review process conducted by the Loudoun County Heritage Commission.  It is 
Supervisor Higgins’ view that the Confederate soldier statue should stay where it is, but it should 
not stand alone on the courthouse grounds.  We are always better off when we learn from each 
other and build on our understanding of our history. Loudoun's unique history is our strength, not 
our weakness. We can't learn from history if we hide it. 
 
The Heritage Commission is comprised of 16 members who, as directed through the bylaws 
(Attachment 2), support and encourage the identification, documentation, protection, preservation, 
and celebration of the Heritage Resources of Loudoun County, advise the Board and other County 
offices regarding Heritage Resources, and accomplish tasks approved by the Board. Additionally, 
the Commission contains members who have expertise in: 1) History, preservation, restoration, 
and adaptive residential or commercial use of historic buildings, 2) Loudoun County’s prehistoric 
and historic archaeology and preservation of material culture and sites, 3) Conservation of 
Loudoun County’s natural environment, 4) History and culture of the people and places of 
Loudoun County, 5) Heritage tourism, business, financial, and philanthropic sectors in heritage 
preservation, 6) Public and private institutions and organizations that contribute to the 
identification, promotion, preservation, and celebration of Loudoun County’s Heritage Resources, 
and 7) African-American History.  As such, the Heritage Commission is the appropriate entity to 
conduct this review. 
 
Instead of removing these statues from public areas, there are other ways to direct the discussion 
about Loudoun’s history. Talbot County, Maryland, is a good example. Talbot County, the 
birthplace of civil rights leader Frederick Douglass, has a courthouse memorial to the local men 
who fought for the Confederacy during the Civil War. Six years ago, the county erected a statue 
to Douglass on the same courthouse grounds.  Eric Lowery, president of the Frederick Douglass 
Honor Society said "I think it shows how this community has changed from a time when black 
people weren't allowed to even be on the courthouse lawn, and now we have a monument to a 
black man who was one of the most prominent figures of the 19th century… It's truly a community 
project." 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  There is no fiscal impact for the Heritage Commission to perform the 
requested review. However, it should be noted that the Board committed in 2015 to fund $50,000 
toward a slave memorial, and previously provided $50,000 in 2013 for the Revolutionary War 
statue “Spirit of Loudoun.” Partial funding was also provided by the Board in 1906 for the existing 
Confederate memorial. 
 
DRAFT MOTION(S):  

 
1. I move that the Board of Supervisors direct the Heritage Commission to review the full historic 

significance of the Loudoun County Courthouse grounds and report to the Board 
recommendations of actions, with identification of appropriate community sponsors and cost 
estimates, to determine what additional memorials, monuments and/or statutes would be 
needed to fully reflect the history of the grounds.   

 
OR 
 

https://www.loudoun.gov/DocumentCenter/View/104492
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2. I move and alternate motion. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. County of Loudoun, Department of Planning and Zoning Memorandum, Brief History of 
the Courthouse, Grounds and Confederate Monument 

2. Heritage Commission Bylaws 
3. Washington Post Op-Ed, Loudoun’s Confederate Statue Should Not Stand Alone, 

Supervisor Geary Higgins 



Attachment 1









Attachment 2









Attachment 3




	Item 11 BMI: Request for Heritage Commission Review of Courthouse Grounds
	Attachment 1
	Attachment 2
	Attachment 3




