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# 6 
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
BUSINESS MEETING 

BOARD MEMBER INITIATIVE 
 
SUBJECT: Strategic Transmission Line Routing for Algonkian District 
 
ELECTION DISTRICT(S): Algonkian 
 
STAFF CONTACT(S): Aman Ardalan, Senior Legislative Aide to Supervisor Briskman 
 
PURPOSE: To direct staff to research how the George Washington University campus properties 
in the Algonkian District, recently acquired by Amazon Data Services Inc. (Amazon), could be 
redeveloped, including allowable uses, floor area ratios (FAR), building height limitations, 
setbacks and buffer requirements; and, to also include a simple overview and map of possible 
power lines and substations that might be required if data centers are built on the property, and 
report back to the Board of Supervisors (Board) at a future Business Meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S): Supervisor Briskman recommends that the Board direct staff 
research how the George Washington University campus properties in the Algonkian District, 
recently acquired by Amazon, could be redeveloped, including allowable uses, FARs, building 
height limitations, setbacks and buffer requirements; and, to also include a simple overview and 
map of possible power lines and substations that might be required if data centers are built on the 
property, and report back to the Board at a future Business Meeting. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND: At the Board Business Meeting on December 3, 2024, the Board directed (7-
0-2: Glass and Saines absent) staff to initiate a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to incorporate 
new mapping, text, and policy into the Loudoun County 2019 General Plan (2019 GP) related to 
high‑voltage transmission corridors. Phase 1, which established transmission corridors in the 2019 
GP consistent with the locations of existing electrical infrastructure, was adopted (9-0) by the 
Board at the Board Business Meeting on February 18, 2026. 
 
A component of Phase 2 is to identify land bays that are likely to develop as data centers over the 
next five to ten years and to evaluate potential routes for electrical transmission lines that would 
be required to serve such development. Recent announcements regarding a change in land 
ownership of the George Washington University campus, in the Algonkian District, increases the 
likelihood that the site could be developed with data centers, a land use that typically requires 
high‑voltage electrical circuits and substations to serve its electrical needs.  
 
  

https://lfportal.loudoun.gov/LFPortalInternet/0/edoc/1946521/Item%2012a%20TLUC%20Report-Electrical%20Infrastructure%20CPAM.pdf
https://lfportal.loudoun.gov/LFPortalInternet/0/edoc/1968719/Item%2006%20CPAM-2024-0005%20Electrical%20Infrastructure.pdf
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This Board Member Initiative (BMI) seeks authorization from the Board to direct staff to: 
 
• Approximate the development potential (allowable uses, FAR, building height limitations, 

setbacks, etc.) for the site considering the applicable zoning ordinance, proffered conditions, 
and the 2019 GP; 

• Opine on the physical size and electric capacity for a utility substation(s) needed to support 
the development potential; 

• Prioritize evaluation of potential transmission routes in the Phase 2 work that may be required 
in the future if the site were to develop with data centers; 

• Compile the information into a report format for presentation to the Board; and 
• The resulting information would provide the Board with insight needed to identify, plan for, 

and potentially mitigate the negative impacts associated with data center, substation, and 
transmission line construction. 

 
This BMI directs staff to return to the Board on this component of the Phase 2 work as a separate 
presentation based on the potential for the development to occur in the near future. 
 
ISSUES: One issue has been identified for the Board’s awareness. 
 
1972 Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance (1972 Zoning Ordinance): This property is unique as it 
remains governed under the 1972 Zoning Ordinance. The regulation in the 1972 Zoning Ordinance 
is distinctly different than the current Zoning Ordinance and certain development expectations will 
differ. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: The Department of Planning & Zoning (DPZ) is currently managing the 
Phase 2 project to create transmission line corridors. DPZ is using consulting services to complete 
the Phase 2 project. Evaluating this area for future transmission lines is a component of this work 
however, advancing and separating the work associated with this BMI may require additional 
consulting fee. At this time there is no estimate or fee proposal to report to the Board. DPZ staff 
will need to bring a response to BMI once the information is available.  
 
DRAFT MOTIONS: 
 
1. I move that the Board of Supervisors direct staff to research how the George Washington 

University campus properties in the Algonkian District, now owned by Amazon Data Services 
Inc., could be redeveloped, including allowable uses, floor area ratios (FAR), building height 
limitations, setbacks and buffer requirements; and, to also include a simple overview and map 
of possible power line routes and substations that might be required if data centers are built on 
the property, and report back to a future Board of Supervisors Business Meeting. 

 
OR 
 
2. I move an alternate motion. 
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